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4 Prieft begot him, and tis thought 

y Dat Earth is more beholden to Prieſts for Bodies, 
Zhan Heaven for Souls ! nay, and a young Prieſt too, 

I . oe? in the Embraces of a Nun, 
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unnery TALE 


FYLMAFUE, a young Lady of 
celebrated Beauty and Accompliſh- 
ments, having paſt the little Time 
allotted her by Fate in this World, 
in no other Amuſements than — 
4 ſuring thoſe Faults in her A 
4 - tance, which, *tis ſaid, Pride more than — 
made her refuſe herielf ; was adjudged by Næmeſis, 
after her Departure, to wander for a certain Space 
5 Years among Perſons, who, as ſhe had done, 
ade a Show of the ſevereſt Chaſtity and Purity 
of Sentiment; but in Private indulg'd Deſires to 
2 which ſhe either fear d, or ſcorn'd to give a Looſe : 
And being allow'd her Choice among which Sect 
of theſe pretended Devotees ſhe ſhould take up 
her aerial Reſidence, ſhe pitch'd on a College of 
8 e which at that Time were eſtabliſh'd 


in one of the fineſt and moſt magnificent Cities of 
Y the European World. 


B THERE 


(2] 


THERE did ſhe ſee the Veil of Religion co- 
ver the moſt prophane Deſires, and impure Rap- 


* tures wear the Name of Sacred E nthuſiaſm. The 


Love ſhe bore to expoſing the Vices of as many 
as came within the Reach of her Obſervation, 
while living, ſtill accompanied her Spirit when 
her mortal Part was conſumed to Aſhes, and de- 
prived of any other Means of converſing with the 
Inhabitants of Earth than by Dreams, ſhe took 
that Method of revealing the Secrets of the 
Cloyſter. 


One Night, taking on her the Appearance of 
the Goddeſs Fame, ſhe preſented herſelf to the 
ever-wakeful Fancy of a ſleeping Prude, who ſhe 
knew would not fail to report the Intelligence the 
receiv'd ; and in theſe Terms began to gratify 
their mutual Love of Scandal. 
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n | The HISTORY of BELLARDINE 


n 3 

- +» and the Beautiful CLORETTA. 
S 

1 | 

e > ESU of the higheſt Eſtima- 


tion among his Order, having 
tempted to the Act of Shame a 
young Lady of great Quality, had 
e by her a Daughter call'd Cloretta, 
e ll : | who, to prevent the Diſgrace 
e ber publick Appearance in the World might 
„ have brought on her Parents, was, as ſoon 
as born, committed to the Care of a Woman, 
- who had formerly been a Servant in the Family, 
and on whoſe Secrecy they could rely ; and be- 
ing educated in that Manner, was afterwards diſ- 
poſed of in the Benedictine Monaſtery ; hoping, 
perhaps, that by the Works of Supererogation, ſhe 
might expiate the Sin of thoſe who had begot 
her. 


Bu T, alas! how apt are we to conform in 
ſome Meaſure to the Notions of them to whom 
we owe our Being ! and how prevalent is Nature 
in ſome Circumſtances ! The young Cloretta, be- 
fore ſhe had the leaſt Notion of being made a 
Nun, had received with equal Ardor the Addreſſes 
„ of Bellardine, a young Gentleman equal in Rank, 
6 0 
had ſhe been acknowledg'd by the Family from 
8 B 2 whence 
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© whence in reality ſhe was deſcended, but inffnite- 
ly ſuperior to her in the Condition ſhe appeared : 
er Beauty, however, ſeemed to compenſate for 


all other Deficiencies, and he lov'd her with as 
paſſionate an Affection as a Man can be faid to 
do, who aims but to enjoy. | | 


ALL at once, and when ſhe was wholly un- 


prepared to receive the dreadful Mandate, did the 


News arrive that ſhe muſt retire to the Mo 


of the Benedictines, in order to paſs the Year of ; 


her Probation, and then be admitted to the Fellow- 
ſhip of the Holy Siſterhood for Life. | 


SHE no ſooner heard this News, than ſhe 
acquainted her dear Bellardine with it; and the 
Repugnance ſhe felt in her Soul to enter into any 
State of Life which might deprive her of the 
Pleaſure of his Converſation. 


H x, all on Fire, and burning to poſſeſs her 
et unrifled Charms, reſolv'd, if poſſible, to make 
imſelf Maſter of them before ſhe enter'd into a 

State, which muſt, in all probability, deprive him 
for ever of her, intreated ſhe would give him the 
Liberty of waiting on her to a Wood at a little 
Diſtance from the Houſe in which ſhe liv'd ; tel- 
ling ber, he had ſomething to communicate to 
her, which might, perhaps, be of Service to her 
future Welfare, and deſtroy the Intentions of 


thoſe who now had the Power of diſpoſing her, 


had of burying her Beauties in a Cloyſter. 


SHE, who imagined his Affections pure, doubt- 
ed not but he meant by marrying her, to take 


from 


Q < @ (a 
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4 from any other Perſon all Authority over her, wil- 


lingly conſented to hear what he had to fay ;- and 
giving him her Hand, ſuffer' d herſelf to be con- 


7 ducted by him wherever he would. 


6&7 
[1 


THE x paſs d on together without any thing 


more than his Proteſtations of unalterable Love; 


and her Aſſurances, that ſince to engage a Man of 
his Quality on honourable Terms, was beyond her 
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Time preſſing her Hand tenderly te his Baſom, you 
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it for ever, 


Hopes, a Cloyſter was her only Relief, till they 


came to the thickeſt and moſt dark Receſs the 
whole Foreſt afforded; and then obliging her to 


fit down by him. My Angel, /aid he, at the ſame 


ſeem to doubt the Truth of my Affection, when 
you imagine that the Difference of our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances will be a Bar to the Felicity I propoſe 
to myſelf in being yours. "Tis certain, I 
have ſome of kin to me, who may impede the 
Marriage Ceremony, but-yet they cannot hinder 
— But in that Time, you'll ſay, 
the Convent-Walls will ſeclude you from my 
Sight, Oh then! (continued be, graſping her 
more cloſely) let us prevent theſe cruel Friends, and 
put it paſt the Power of Fate itſelf to diſunite us. 
— Tis Hearts, not Hands, which firm the 
Marriage-Tyes; be mine, be mine, my Soul, 
purſued he, redoubling his Attacks, and let this 
happy Moment deſtroy all future Fears; then 
ſhall I be enabled to wait with Patience ſome lucky 
Opportunity to make us as much One in the 
Eyes of the vulgar World, as we are now in the 


Sight of Heaven, and the Reſolves of our own 
Ouls. 


B 3 Wits 
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WIr ſuch like Diſcourſes did he beguile her 
eaſy Faith; and melting down all the Scruples 
which Virgin Baſhfulneſs had rais'd againſt him, 
was very near engroſſing all that rapacious Love 
could urge him to attempt, when the careful 
Guardian of Clretta's Honour, the Woman to 
whoſe Care ſhe was entruſted, hearing ſhe was 
Zone out accompanied by Bellardine, purſued her 
Steps, and came juſt in the Moment that an In- 


terruption was abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve 
her, 


AFTER giving her a gentle Reproof, for ha- 
ving ftray'd ſo far without acquainting her, ſhe 
obliged her to go back with her ; and the impa- 
tient Lover, curſing her in his Heart, follow'd, 
denoting only by his Eyes the Diſtraction which 
his Tongue durſt not preſume to utter; ſo great 


an Awe he knew this Governante maintain'd over 
the Object of his Paſſion. 


HE hoped, however, to find a ſecond Oppor- 
tunity as fayourable as the former, but he was 
deceived in his Conjecture, Cloretta was hereafter 
too ſtrictly watched to admit the like Attempt ; 
and in a ſhort Time he ſaw her convey'd to the 
Monaſtery, without being able to think on any 
Thing which might appear feaſible to obſtruct her 
Departure. 


DEes1RE of poſſeſſing, however, ſtil] remain- 
ing ſtrong within him, he reſolv'd to leave no 
Means untry'd to make himſelf as happy as he 
with'd ; and remembripg that he had heard that 
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Bars, Locks, and Iron Grates, were weak Impe- 
Wiments to ſtop a Woman's Courſe, when led by 
Head-ſtrong Inclination, he did not yet deſpair, 
Þut that which he was ſenſible Cloretta was inſpir'd 
with in his Favour, would furniſh her with ſome. 
Expedient to gratify their mutual Longings. 


: ACccoRDINGLY he fail'd not every Day to 

pay his Devoirs to her at the Cloyſter-Grate ; but 
being obliged to come always in Company with 
ne or other of the Siſterhood, he had no Oppor- 
Ty of converſing with her as he wifh'd : He 
therefore prepared a Letter for her, which, when 
me turn'd the Wheel at the Bottom of the Grate, 
to give him Sweet-meats and Wine, according to 
the Cuſtom of the Place, he put it into an empty 
Plate, and by that Means convey'd it ſafe to her 
Hands. 


IT Isõ not to be doubted but that ſhe received 
it with a Tranſport of Joy; and as ſoon as ſhe 
found herfelf alone, retired haftily to her Cell, 
and opening it, found it contain'd theſe Lines. 


— 


To the Charming CLORETTA. 


þ I NEED not go about to inform you how much 
b ö J am affiifted to find you in a Place which gives 
{ fo little Encouragement to my Hopes ; 1 dare believe 
= you fo juſt to my Paſſion, as to know that nothing 
lj can be more terrible than what I ſuffer, — I flatter 


B 4 myſelf 


„ 8 
myſelf alfa, that you wiſh me Eaſe, but if you con- 
tribute not to it, I am as miſerable as ever. — 
Were I in your Place, I am certain I ſhould find 
fome Means to break my Priſon, and fly to you. 


LOVE ts ingenious in contriving, and diligent 
in ſearching Opportunities of proving itſelf ſincere 
end ardent ; and if yours be fuch, as you have been 
ſo divinely kind to ſay it is, you will yet render all 
Endeavours to ſeparate us in vain. I beg you 
will anfuwer this; but conſider well before you write, 
if there be not a poſſibility of a nearer Interview, 
than that which this cruel Grate affords : Be but you 
conſenting, and let the Tast be ever jo difficult, or 
dangerous, I ſhall with Foy attempt it; counting 
nothing, which can threaten me, a Misfortune equal 
zo that of being divided from my Soul's better Part, 
my for ever loy/d, for ever ador d Cloretta, —— 
Farewell, my Angel, be punctual in writing, and 
believe me what J am, | 


Your eternally devoted Slave, 


BELLARDINE. 


sux felt too great a Satisfaction in even this 
diſtant Converſation, not to long with the utmoſt 


Ardency for thoſe more ſubſtantial Joys ſhe had 


ſo 
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4 ſo often heard were in the Power of Love to be- 
ſtowy; and being debarr'd of thoſe innocent ones 


ſhe had experienc'd, ſuch as Kiſſes and Embraces, 


nothing labour d under more ſevere Impatiencies 


than did her tender and enamour'd Heart: She 
would have given the World, had ſhe been Mi- 
> ſtreſs of it, only for a Touch of his Hand, or to 


haue felt the Preſſure of his glowing Lips, which 


had ſo often diffuſed the moſt delightful Wart 


* thro! all her Veins. 


Tux want of thoſe Tranſports to > which of 
late ſhe had been too fatally accuſtomed, made 
her ſeem not to live, but linger. Full there- 


fore of the moſt undoing Languiſhments, did ſhe 


Z anſwer this Epiſtle in theſe Terms : 


——_— —_— 
—_— 


— — 


* 
: 


bo ———— 


To the Agrceable BELLARDINE.- 


Y paſt Behaviour has enough convincd you of 
my Eſteem for you ; and it would be needleſs 


160 tell you, that next to your agreeable Preſence, your 
Letter was the moſt welcome Thing which Heaven 
1 could beſtow. ———— As little to the Purpoſe alſo 
= would it be to ſay, if I could think of any Means 
| = which might make us happy in our mutual Deſires, 
1 I would readily impart it; my very confefſing thoſe 
* Dejires, ſuficenth teſtifies how much I would des 


B 5 were 


[ 10] 
were it in my Power ; but, alas ! the I have put 
Invention to the utmoſt rack, it appears to me to be 
atterly impoſſible that we ſhould ever be, as we have 
been, bleſSd in each other's dear Bociety ; or even 
Hatch one Moment of Delight from that long Eter- 
nity of lonely Solitude to which J am doom d. 
But if there be a way to rob the cruel Sentence paſt 
2:p0n me of any Part of its Force, tis thou muſt find 
It out : Thou, who haſt Wit for all Things elſe, 
perhaps may'ſt invent ſome Expedient for this; 
zuhatever it is, be certain of my Aſſiſtance, | 


YOU may write to me as frequently as you pleaſe, 
37 the Manner you have begun; aud if you can 
#bink of any Thing for our mutual Satigfaction, let 
me know it. Continue to love me, and de- 
Send on the kindeſt Returns that are in the Power 


75 


My dear BELLARDINE, 
Your faithfully Affectionate, 
CLORETT 4, 


T rs ſhe convey'd to him the next Time he 
came to the Grate, by the ſame Means ſhe had 
receiy'd his; and having with her at that Time, 
one of the moſt obſerving and ſevereſt of the whole 
Fraternity of Deuotees, ſuffer d not herſelf to hold 
: Py | any 


mem 


Iny long Converſation with him, fearing it might 
Awake Curioſity in her Companion to an Inſpecti- 
pn into the Occaſion of his frequent Viſits, and 
prove of Prejudice to their future Deſigns. 


8A therefore withdrew haſtily, after having 
given him the Letter, and he returned Home full 
pf Expectations, that it contain'd ſome Scheme 
Avhich might make him Maſter of his Wiſhes: 
ut the Diſappointment it gave him in the reading, 
took from him great Part of the Pleaſure which 
the Kindneſs it contain'd, ought to have afforded 


Bor there is ſo much of Self-love mingled 
ith the Paſſion of moſt of thoſe who call them- 
elves Lovers, that they cannot brook the leaſt 
Delay of their own Gratification . with any Pa- 
tience. Where a tender Friendſhip ennobles not 
the Flame, it tends only to the Deſtruction of 
the Object which inſpires it, and is for leaping over 
all Impediments which would obſtruct its way.— 


BELL ARDINE, tis true, lov'd the amia- 
ble Chretta, but it was becauſe her Beauties pleas'd 
him. A Proſpect of that Delight the Enjoyment 


of them might afford, engag d his Addreſſes, and 
kindled the moſt fierce Deſires within him: But 


what Conſideration in all this was there of her? 


* \ 
f 


| — What Regard to her Intereſt, her Fame, 
or future Peace of Mind? Why, indeed as much 
as Men generally have of a Woman whom they 


am to poſſeſs but as a Miſtreſs, 


BG Tran 
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THAT Paſſion, however, tho' by innumer:. % 
ble Degrees leſs honourable and fincere, than the 
' Which terminates in Marriage, is of that ferven 
and impatient Nature, that no Obſtacles are « * 
Force to obſtruct its daring. Bellardine would 
Have willingly run the Hazard of his Life for the 


Enjoyment of Cloretta, yet would have ſeen her 
periſh rather than have become her Husband. 


So vaſtly different in the Purſuit, as well as in 
the Conſequences, is an honourable Paſſion from 
its contrary ; the one, tho' ardent, proceeds with 
Modeſty and Fear; a certain Terror of offending, 
checks its moſt aſpiring Wiſhes ; and the Intereſt 
of the Object beloved, is ſtill the firſt conſider'd : *:: 
The other, rapacious, untameable and wild, grows 
bold on every little Advantage, ſeizes the firſt Op- 
portunity, and ſcarce waits the Charmer's yield- 


a 4 a oy IJ — 


| BELLARDIMNE no ſooner found that he 
* was lov'd by Clhretta, than he look'd upon her 
as his own, doubted not but that he ſhould enjoy 
Her, and the Diſappointment of that Expectation 
made him ſuffer the ſame Pains, as thoſe who love 
with a more noble Paſſion. | | N 


ST1L L burning with an unextinguſh'd Flame, 
and unable to find Reſt, all his Nights and Days, 
were, for a good while, taken up with Inventions 
to get within the Monaſtery ; but none appearing 
feaſible, he was almoſt diſtracted, when an Acci- 
dent happen'd to retrieve his Hopes, and ſeem'd to 
ow him with the Means to compaſs, what his 1 

| n and Cunning had ſo long ſought in vain. 2 4 
| E K 


. 
Sr 
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HE was a great Lover of a Garden, and be- 
ing one Day at a Perſon's, of whom he was ac- 
cuſtom'd to buy fine Plants and Trees, he ſaw 


i ſome very curious ones, which, offering to pur- 
'Z chaſe, the Gardener told him they were fold to the 


Monaſtery of the Benedictines, and that Evening 


* were to be ſent Home; and, to confirm what he 
ſaid, ſhew'd him a large Cheſt in which they were 
to be carry'd, in order to preſerve the Air from 
coming to the Roots till they were ſet in Earth. 


THE Sight of this Cheſt immediately put a 


Deſign into the Head of Bellardine He left off 
; talking any farther concerning the Trees, and 


taking the Gardener to an Hermitage hard by his 
Houſe, began to diſcourſe him on a quite different 
Head : Having ſworn him to Secrecy, he related 
to him his Paſſion for Cloretta, the Return ſhe had 


made him, confirming what he ſaid, by producing 
the Letter, wherein ſhe had permitted him to ufe 
any Means he could think of for a Meeting with 

der: Now, faid he, if you will be my Friend in 


this Affair, there is nothing I will not do to re- 


F quite the Obligation. 


A Propoſal of this Nature was extremely ſur- 
prizing to the Perſon to whom it was made; he 
could not have imagin'd that Love could prompt 
People to run ſuch Hazards ; but the Quality of 


* Bellardine preventing him from entertaining any 
F 


'Thoughts to the Prejudice of his Honour, he 
doubted not but his Defigns were the fame he re- 


ü ; preſented them; yet fearing to have uy Hand in 


with ſo 


an Affair, which the Church-men p 
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much Severity, he wou'd have endeavour'd to have 
perſuaded him to deſiſt ; but the other aſſuring 
him, that his Paſſion was too violent to permit 
him to live without Cloretta, and proteſting, in 
the moſt ſolemn Manner imaginable, that the 
Thing ſhould never be known, or if by any Ac- 
cident diſcover'd, he ſhould not ſuffer, tho' his 
whole Eſtate ſhould be mortgag'd to redeem him; 
at laſt he brought him to conſent to what he de- 
ſir'd, and having gain'd him to his Party, pro- 
ceeded to let him know what it was he re- 
quired of him, in theſe Words: 


WHEN, ſaid he, you ſend the Cheſt of Plants 


to the Monaſtery, you ſhall intreat Permiſſion to 
let another, which you muſt procure of the ſame 
Largeneſs, be ſet in their Garden *till the next 
Day.; you may fay it is full of ſome choice 
Flowers, which, being for a particular Cuſtomer, 
you are under an Engagement not to have ſcen by 
any other Perſon ; and that the Gentleman, for 
whom they are, living a good Diſtance off, you 
beg they may be ſecur'd there, till you can get a 
ſufficient Number of Hands to carry ſo great a 
Weight. In this Cheſt will I be conceal'd, and 
left in the Monaſtery, having a Lock to it, which 
I can open on the Inſide, and ſhut again, when- 
ever I find Occaſion for either: This is all, con- 
tinued he, that I intreat of you, and which if you 
can procure effectually, the Favour ſhall turn ſo 
much to your Advantage, that you ſhall bleſs the 
Opportunity of conferring it. He concluded this 
Speech with putting a Purſe of Gold into his 
Hand, as an Earneſt of what he would hereafter 
do for him, | | 
| | THE 
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4 Tux poor Gardener, overcome by his Gene- 
n f roſity and Perſuaſions, conſented to every Thing 
he defired ; and leaving him at the Cabaret while 
he went Home to order the Cheſt to be made 
ready, came back to him in a few Minutes, and 
told him what he had done: The Time appoint- 
ed for the Execution of this Project was the ſame 
Evening, after which they parted ; the Peaſant re- 
turn'd to his ordinary Occupations, and the Lo- 
' to his Apartment, to write a Letter to Clretta, 
prepare her to receive him; the Words of it 


as as follow : 


To the Adorable CLORETTA. 


4 T length induſtrious Love has furniſb d me ird 
the Means of throwing at your Feet the moſt 
impatient and moſt faithful of Mankind. -— T his 
| Night, my Angel ! do I hope to be bleſSd in your 
dear Arms. Oh ! how could I dwell for ever 

| on the Thought, and ſiuell this Letter to a Volume 
F extatick Raptures ! but Time will not permit, 
ö and I muſt quit the Theory, leſt I negleft Things 
; — to be done for acquiring the Subſtantial 


rou 
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0 U will this Evening fee two Cheſts brought 
into the Clyyſter- Gardens, one will contain fome Or- 
naments for that Place, the other will be filled with 
Leve and Bellardine. —— Obſerve, therefore, in 
what Part of the Houſe that which you will find 
loch d is order'd to be ſet, and when Night and Si- 
lence gives you an Opportunity, walk that way, and 
feaſt with the full View of all your Charms, the 
long famiſb d, and 


Adoring, 
BELL AR DTNE. 


THE Moment he had finiſh'd this, he went to 
the Monaſtery to pay his Compliment as uſual, 
Where having given 1t to her, he ſtaid not long, 
becauſe the Hour approach'd for the Cheſts being 
deliver'd ; and repairing to the Houſe of the Gar- 
dener, ſuffer'd himſelf to be lock'd into his wooden 
Concealment, and was immediately carried by the 
People, appointed for that Purpoſe, to the Nun- 
nery. | | FO 

LEA E being aſk'd for the Cheſt being left 
there till the next Morning, he was ſet down in 


his narrow Chamber in the Green-houſe at the 
upper-end of the Garden. 


CLORETTA, 
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® CLORETT A, according to the Informa- 
1 


on, watch'd the coming of the Cheſts, and ſee- 
g one open'd, and the Plants taken out of it, 


nd the other ſet down, made no doubt but that 


e Contrivance had fucceeded, and Hlatter'd her- 


elf with a thouſand Ideas of approaching Bliſs, 


Burning, therefore, with the utmoſt Impatience 


| for the arrival of that Hour which ſhould give her 


e Liberty of indulging her Inclinations, ſhe 
ought every Moment of the Remains of the 
Day an Age: Wiſh'd-for Night at laſt came on, 
and with an infinity of Pleaſure, ſhe ſaw her holy 
. Kiſters retire to their ſeveral Cells, as ſhe alſo did 
to hers, tho' not to ſleep, but to prepare herſelf 


f 
* 
. 


for Pleaſures, which *tis certain a great many of 
them were not unacquainted with, and which, 
tts probable, the chaſteſt and moſt ſevere of their 
Profeſſion at one Time in their Lives had languiſh'd 
for with equal Ardor as herſelf. 


N HAvING waited till ſhe thought the whole Con- 
vent were faſt aſleep, ſhe went ſoftly through the 


Gallery, and meeting no Interruption, paſs'd on 


to the Gate which led into the Garden, which 


* ſhe ſoftly opening, went on embolden'd by Deſire, 
&* thro' a long Walk of Jeflamines to the Green- 
3 houſe, which alſo entering, ſhe approach'd the 
dear Cheſt which contain'd the Treaſure. of her 


I Scul. Finding it faſt lock'd, ſhe put her Mouth 


ſoftly to it, and cried out, Bellardine, my dear 
Bellardine, come forth; Cloretta, the enamour'd 
Cloretta, has obey'd thy Summons. And then 
again, Thy own Clretta waits to give thee all the 
Proofs of Tenderneſs thou can't defire, _—— 


THERE 
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[THERE would have been but little need of theſe 
Adjurations to have brought him forth, had he 
been in a Condition to have obey'd her; but un- 
fortunately for the Wiſhes of this expecting Pair, 
the Gardener had, by Miſtake, double-lock'd the 
Cheſt, ſo that the Spring on the Infide was of no 
Service to the impriſon'd Lover: He beat againſt 
his wooden Walls with ſuch a Force, that had 
they not been more than ordinarily ſtrong, he had 
burſt through them ; but all his Endeavours be- 
ing vain, he was ready to daſh out his own Brains for 
very Vexation. All Attempts, however, being 
fruitleſs, he ſaid as many obliging Things to the 
aſtoniſh'd Fair, as the Rage he was in would give 
him Leave to do; but nothing can be more 
ſtrange than that the Cloſeneſs of the Place, join'd 
to his own inward Chagrin, did not ſuffocate him. 
Chretta, who by himſelf had been inform'd of 
what happen'd, did all ſhe. could to comfort her 
Lover under fo fad a Perplexity, and ſtaid by the 
Cheſt till the Bell rung for Matins, at which 
Time ſhe was obliged to appear. The Morning's 
Dawn ſoon after gilding the Hemiſphere, and ren- 
dering all Objects diſcoverable, ſhe durſt not re- 
pair any more to the Green-houſe, but paſs'd her 


Time in her Cell for ſome Hours, in a Diſcontent 


which may more eaſily be imagin'd than expreſs'd; 
and the next Day had the Torment to ſee from a 
diſtant Window, the dear Cheſt carried away, 
now out of all hope of ever ſeeing the Treaſure 
it contain'd again, but at the Grate. 


TRR Truth is, what he had ſuffer d this Night 
in ſo uneaſy a Situation, had pretty well =_ tied 
elirc 
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| in you. And then offer'd to do any Thing he 
\>Thould propoſe for making Reparation for the Vexa- 
on he had occaſion'd. This brought the Lover 


> 


ty 
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ire within him, and he almoſt ſwore to him- 
Ar, that he would give over all Attempts of this«, 

ind for ever. As ſoon as he was carried back 
the Gardener's Houſe, that poor Man, who 
tle. thought what he had done, diſmiſs'd the 


Men who brought him, that none ſhould ſee 


at was the Burden of the Cheſt ; but when 
had unlock'd it, *tis eaſy to believe how much 
i was confounded, that inſtead of the Thanks 
expected, the other fell upon him with the 
15. outrageous Words; and had not contented 
unſelf with venting his Indignation in that Man- 
. the affrighted Peaſant had not eſcaped it 
Flight. | 


SOME few Days after, however, when they 
FHappen'd to meet, Reflection by that Time having 
form'd Bellardine that what he had done was but 
'By Miſtake, he ſpoke to him in Terms very diffe- 


kent from thoſe with which he laſt had left him; 


and the other, who *till now was wholly ignorant 
Of the Misfortune his Miſtake had occaſion'd, had 
Liberty of enquiring into the Particulars: of it; 
hich he no ſooner learn'd, than he ceas'd to 
onder at the Rage Bellardine had been in. 


SUCH a Diſappointment, indeed, ſaid he, 
ight have excuſed worſe Effects than it produced 


unto a perfect good Humour again; but as he 


could not think of any ſecond Stratagem to com- 
paſs his Deſigns, it only ſery'd to give him the 
Catisfaction of knowing, that if ever he did, he 


had 


120. 


had a Friend who would fcruple nothing to ſerve 
him, and to retrieve his former Error. I ſhould Wc 
rejoice, Sir, ſaid he to Bellardine, to do any 
Thing which might convince you, it was meerly 
Il-luck, and not Intention that occaſion'd your ® 


Diſappointment. 


TIN E was, continued he, burſting into Tears, 
I had the Power: I had a Brother of the Order of 


St. Francis, and if he had been living, I know he 
would have carried a Letter for you, and perhaps 


in the next general Viſitation of the Monaſteries, 
have contrived ſome way for you to have got Ad- 


mittance among the Crowd which aſſiſts at that. 


Ceremony. 
Bur, poor Man, he is dead; never was there 


a ſweeter-temper'd Creature born, he would have 


run through Fire and Water to have ferv'd his 


THERE hangs his Coul, Gown, and the reſt 
of his Habiliments, cryd he, pointing to one Cor- 
uer of the Reom, I muſt remove them where they 
will be leſs in my Sight ; for they remind me too 
much of the Loſs I have in ſuch a Brother; fo 
kind, ſo loving, and ſo charitable, I as good as 
loſt my All when I loſt him. 


_ He was running on in a farther Detail of the 
good Qualities of this deceaſed Fryar, when Be. 
lardine, who that Moment conceiv'd the Embrio 
of a Deſign in his Head, which wanted but a 
little Time to make perfect, interrupted the Ex- 
preſſions of his Love and Grief, by asking what it 
v Was 


* ſteries; which the other anfwerd in theſe 


o 
he meant by a general Viftztibn vf the Mö 


— — — 
; 


=Ferms : 


KS 
X You muſt know, Sir, ſaid he, that about this 
ime of Year, I think it wants not above a Week 
& the Day, a certain Number of Fryars, with 
We Aobot of Verrain at their Head, paſs through 
W the Convents of this City, examining the Nuns, 
ruoccing them in thoſe Parts of their Duty, in 
Mich they thall be found deficient, and exhorting 
m to Acts of Virtue, 8 


Tr1s muſt take up a great deal of Time, 
id Bellurdine. The Proceſſion through the five 
unneries, ſaid the Gardener, continues about three 
5s, to the beſt of my Remembrance. And 
es the Abbot of Verrain, refum'd he, ſelect the 
FPryars, who attend him, from ſeveral Places, or 
Fare they from one Convent? From ſeveral, re- 

Md the other, there are almoſt of all Countries 
who accompany him, provided they are old, and 
have the Reputation of pious and learned Men, 


Tux Lover could now no longer contain the 
ZDefign he had been forming, but demanded of the 
Gardener if he did not think, that by the Help 
pf a falfe Beard and that Dreſs, which firſt made 
Dim think of ſuch a Thing, he might not be ad- 


12 mitted among the Number of theſe Viſitors. 


be 


+ 


An, Sir! reply'd be, if my Brother was living, 


* 
y 7 
$ 4 
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1 know nothing more eaſy to have been accom- 
& pliſh'd ; but, alas! I am little capable of giving 
an Affair. 
- Bellardine 


you Advice how to proceed in ſuch 


| 223 
| | Bellardine told him, he expected it not from him, 
and believ'd he ſhould be able to manage it well 
enough himſelf, if he would lend him the Habit 
which had been his Brother's ; which he willingly 
conſenting. to, Deſire, once more enliven'd by 4} 
Hope, made him think no Hazard too great for 
the Poſſeſſion of Cloretta : And making it his Bu- 
ſineſs to inform himſelf more fully of the Beha- 
3 viour of the Fryars in this Solemnity, found no- 
Il thing in it, but what he imagin'd he ſhould coun- . 
4 
12 
4 
] 
1 
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terfeit ſo well, as not to be ſuſpected. 


THE wiſh'd-for Day at laſt arrived; he went 
to the Gardener's Houſe, and having equipt him- 
| ſelf in the Habiliments of the dead Pryar, follow'd 
| ||: the Proceſſion at a Diſtance, till being come to a 
Place where the Crowd was gathered pretty thick 
about them, he had an Opportunity of mingling 
| with the Reverend Bald-pates ; and walking with 
'M j the ſame Devotion in his Looks, and perhaps too 
RE 1.4 in his Heart as ſome of them, could not be diſtin- 
guiſh'd from any other than what he appear'd. 


THE firſt Viſit which this ſanctified Tribe 
made, was to the Convent of the Auguſtines; and 
contriving to be one of the laſt that march'd, had 
the Means of learning his Part by the Obſervation 
of what they did who went before him. 
And as among this numerous Aſſembly of Reli- 
gious Viſitants, there were not more than four or 
five, beſide the Abbot, who took on them the Li- 
berty of examining, it caus'd no Suſpicion that he 
was mute. He behav'd himſelf fo well in the vi- 


W 8 


t of this Convent, that he paſs'd on with all Se- 
curity to the next, which happen'd to be that of 
| the 


q 


\ 


12 


e Benedidtines, where his beloved Cloretia was 


* clos'd. 
4 As thoſe on the Year of Probation are firſt 


Ziſcours'd, this Charmer of the Soul of Bellardine 
Was immediately preſented to the Reverend Fa- 
ers; and it gave no ſmall Pleaſure to him to ob- 
S&rve with how becoming a, Modeſty, yet wiſe 


Reſerve, ſhe anſwer'd all the Queſtions put to her. 


Believing her to be enough ſtrengthen'd for the 
pious Work ſhe had undertaken, they ftaid but a 
mall Time in her Cell; and Pellardine, who, 
I faid before, had plac'd himſelf in the laſt Rank, 
ound now the Advantage of it; for ſeeing his 
poly Companions go out one by one, he found 
Himſelf, according to his Expectations, left alone 
Pith the dear Idol of his preſent Aﬀections : He 
po ſooner perceiv'd the happy Moment, than with 
fone Hand making faſt the Door of the Cell, and 
with the other plucking off his falſe Beard, he let 
Cloretta ſee the Viſitor ſhe had entertain'd, and the 
Dangers he had incurr'd in ſeeing her in that Man- 
ver; it being Death in that Country for any of 
e Laity, on any Pretence whatever, to aſſume 
e Habit of the Clergy ; eſpecially in a Caſe fo 
eally profane, and ſo puniſhable by the Laws of 


Heaven and Earth. 


| 
N 
TAE Terror ſhe conceiv'd at it, allay'd great 
Part of the Joy his dear-lov'd Preſence brought; 
but, by a thouſand ſoft Endearments, he ſoon 
brought her to a Forgetfulneſs of all Conſiderati- 


ons, but ſuch as ſery'd to heighten their mutual 


IN 
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I fine, the Surprize of ſeeing him; the little 


Regard he ſhew'd of every Thing in Competition 
with Love; the Fears how unlikely it would be 
for her ever to gratify her Inclinations, if ſhe de. 
ny'd him now; every Thing conſpir'd to render 
her pliant to his Wiſh ; and ſavd him ten thou- 
ſand Formalities of Vows and Oaths, and tender 
Preparations, which he muſt at another Time, for 
Decency's fake, have been oblig'd to make; and 
brought her unreſiſting, and half meeting his Em. 
braces.” Fierce was the Tranſport, which on both 
Sides was given and receiv'd; and, haſty as the 
Joy was ſnatch'd, never Man had a more perfect 
Enjoyment than this ſucceſsful Youth. 


CLORETTA repin'd not at the Condeſcen- 


fions ſhe had made, but thought the Loſs of Ho- 
nour enough repaid in the Proofs he gave her of 
his Love ; ſhe made him ſwear, however, that he 
would: be no leſs induſtrious in ſeeking the Means 
to free her from that Reſtraint, than he had been 
to find thoſe of enjoying her ; and that, as ſoon as 
ſhe was ih .a Condition, he wou'd make her his, 
by ſuch Ways as were juſtifiable to the World. — 


I have yielded, /aid /he, my deareſt Bellardine, 
to teſtify, that there is nothing I can refuſe to 1 
Love, which. I believe ſo ſincere as yours : Neg- 
lect nothing therefore, I beſeech you, which may 
demonſtrate my Paſſion is not greater than your 
Honour. And becauſe the Infinity of my Aﬀec- 
tion oblig d me to be your Miſtreß, let the Juſtice 
of yours engage you to make me your H/;fe. 


I'T 
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Ar bb not to be doubted, but that he readily 


wd to do all ſhe requir'd; and, indeed, wel 
iht he do ſo, having it ſo much in his power to 
ade it, without being known to be guilty of the 
Seach of Promiſe ; the Confinement ſhe was in 
ſeldom permitting a poſlibility of a Releaſe, 


x T, blinded by her own Deſires, and his En- 

Irments, ſhe reflected not on the Difficultie: 
ich oppos d the Happineſs ſhe wiſh'd ; and de- 
ing entirely on his Love and Ingenuity, 
gin d ſhe ſhould ſoon exchange her Cell for the 
ace of Bellardine, He omitted nothing which 
aht ſtrengthen her in this Expectation, and 


Ake her give her a greater Looſe to preſent Rap- 


__ 
« 
» * 


Tur RE were ſo large a Number of fair 
Devotees in this Monaſtery, that it was ſome 
Hours before the Abbat and his holy Companions had 
miſh'd their charitable Viſitation, of which theſe 
py Lovers loſt not a Moment; nor pall'd the 
s of meeting, by the Thoughts that there was a 
meceſſity they muſt part, till they heard the whole 
Aſſembly of 3 paſs through the Galle- 
J; at which time Choretta was oblig'd to open the 
Vor of her Cell, to make her Obedience to theſe 
'Shoſtly Fathers; and Bellardine ſtanding cloſe ming- 
led with them, unperceiv'd to have been miſſing, 
mot having an Opportunity of taking any farther 
Mieu of his dear Miſtreſs than with his Eyes, which, 
Mrning back his Head, he did with the moſt tender 
and expreſſive Look imaginable, 


C Having 


| 
| 
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know it the fucceeding Day; and gave ſome litt!: 
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HAVING thus compleated the Buſineſs w. 
had occaſior d his turning Hyar, he thought it need: 
leſs to proceed with them in their enſuing Viſits; 
but watching his Opportunity, flipt from them, in 
the ſame manner as he had join'd them, and haſte! 
to the Gardener, where he ſhifted his Habit, and re. m 
compenc'd, with a very handſome Preſent, th: 
Perſon who own'd it; and return'd home as full o 
Satisfaction, as the Poſſeſſion of his Deſires coul 
make him, 


GRATITUDE, Complaiſance, and Good-Nz 
ture, reminding him, that he having obtain'd hi 
Wiſhes ought not to make him ſlacken in his De. 
yoirs ; he went the next Day to the Grate, and 
returning her Compliment of Sweetmeats, with 
which ſhe entertain'd him, with a Letter, writ in 
the moſt tender and endearing Terms that Wi 
could form, put a ſtop to the Progreſs of any re. 
penting Thoughts for what had paſt between them 
and melted her all into ſoft Deſires and Languiſh 
ments to renew the guilty Joy. 
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SHE anſwer'd him in a manner, which let him 


ſhock to his Temper, when he conſider'd the Heigh! 
of her Affection, and how very wretched ſhe mul 
be, when ſhe ſhould come to know, that to b. 
ruin'd was all ſhe was to experience of the Joys d 
Love, | 


TH x x continu'd writing to each other for ſom! 
Weeks, however, without any Suſpicion on th 
_ 


2 
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& fide, or the leaſt Hint toward an Eclairciſſement 
che Truth on the other. 


Bur tho this Deception was carry'd on for a 
aderable Time, and the believing Cloretta re- 
Win'd in a happy Ignorance of the real Miſery of 
Condition; yet was there a neceſſity the Secret 
c be at laſt betray'd, 


Fo M faintly mentioning a Deſire of delivering 
her from the Convent, he ſoon gave over ſpeaking 
-N. ir at all; and from Writing to her every Day, as 
d hi bad been accuſtom'd, ſhe receiv'd not more than 
De. i in a Week; his Viſits alſo grew ſcarce, and 
ani ry time ſhorter, and his Behaviour leſs tender: 
Fdifficult is it for Man, skill'd as they are in the 
Paying Art, even to diſſemble Love, when once 
they have gain'd a Gratification of that Paſſion, 


them , CLORETTA, blinded as ſhe was by her good 
guiſn Opinion of his Honour, and that natural tendency 
7 2 all People have of indulging that Belief which 


d moſt pleaſing to their Wiſhes, could not help 
et hin gceiving a Decay of thoſe Ardors he had formerly 
e lit! preſs d; and having no Opportunity to commu- 
* te her Sentiments to him on that head at the 
e mu 


te, by reaſon there was always ſome one or 
10 be other with her; having receiv'd no Letter from him 
oys d in fourteen Days, nor ſeen him more than once in 
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ap the Ungrateful BELLARDINE, 


bf F the Motive ceaſing, makes you forgetful of th, 
"ol | Efetts, I have too ſad a Reaſon for ever to re. 4 
? 0 member the Joꝛus by wwhich I am undone. My Shame, 
| if not my Love, would be a laſting Monitor of out 
Contract; and fure you cannot be either ſo cruel, » 
fo baſe, as io deny the performance of it, when you 1 
zvell know, that on no other Terms I granted whi: % 
you asd. 


% N YE T are you now grorum ſilent as the unfrienl. 

1 ing Stars; remiſs in all Endeavours to free me fun 
this Place; and ſeem as thi you ner had promis ds 
mor I expected this Teſtimony of your Honour ani 
Tenderneſ$, 4 


T am diſtracted when I refleft on what I have di, , 
aud the little regard you now demonſtrate to have fi 
me. When in purſuit of my unſpotted Innocence, 
how induſtrious were you to find an Opportunity t! 
ruin me; A thouſand Contrivances were form'd, « ® 
Thouſand Stratagems invented; no Pains were then "* 
tw much, no Dangers, uo Difficuliies conſider d. | 
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Ur zue, Ob Bellardine, how vaſt the Change? 
— Bag how terrible, how ſhocking to a Wretch, whoſe 
— MM ends upon it! ----- Oh! think how much beyond 
he reach of Words muſt be the diftrafim of my State 
Von are falſe ! and thi Deaf to all other Remoui- 
"ances, even the Pity incident to Humanity will 
el you to be juſt. 


xs uk R this, I anjure you, with all poſſible 
Ted let me not linger in Uncertainty, but Kill at 


— 


Your Faithful 


CLORETTA. 


FT SneE was ſome Days after ſhe had prepared this 

dan, Epiſtle, without an opportunity of giving it to him; 
1 S 

oe tw ® but at length he came, and ſhe deliver d it the uſual 

ent, ay. 


* H E doubted not, but that it was filld with Com- 
d, plaints which he was ſenſible he deſerved ; and was 
then Wen in no great haſte to open it : But when her 
withdrawing from the Grate reminded him, that his 
Abſence would at that time be more obliging than 
Inis Stay, he retu'd, and finding the Purport of the 
C 3 Letter 
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Letter much ſuch as he had repreſented to himſci{ 


was not a little puzzled to chuſe Words whit 
might any way alleviate his Guilt, or her Chagriz 


NoTHING could be more diſtant from his In 
tention, or Inclination, than to perform thoſ 
Vows which the Heat of Paſſion had made him form 
yet he was loth to be thought ſo Criminal as he wa 
in reality; and therefore made it his endeavour, i 
Terms fuch as theſe, to bring her to an Opinion, 
that it was no more to her ill Fortune, and his wan: 


of Power, than Deſire, that ſhe owed the Cauſes c 
her Grief, 


To the Lovely CLORETTA. 


[ IJNFUSTLY, O! moft lovely of your Sex, 6 
you reproach the faithful, but unhappy Bellar 
dine; and little do you now the force of your own 


Charms, when you believe the Man, who in the po- 


on of them has been bleſs'd to that immenſe degra 


can think of any thing but the Means to re-enjoy then. 


OH were you but half ſo ſenſible as you ought i 


' gour own Power, or my unbatad Paſſion, you cu 


not thus condemn, but pity the Wretch who burns i 


bopeleſs Fires, languiſhes, aud almoſt Dies with fn. 
ther d Anguifh, 


DID | 


imſel. 
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1D you but know what paſſes in this tortur d 
eaſt of mine, your tender Nature would make you 
en wiſh I lod you leſs, and with more Moderation 
Wd endure this dreadful Diſtance, --—— Is not my 
V Soul torn with the moſt convulſive Agonies when 
ee you? Net, at the ſame Time, have every other 
ee debarr'd its Satisfattion, by that cruel Grat. 
Say, my Charmer, did ever fond Adorer ſuffer 
Fial more ſevere ? The Poets Fable of Tantalus- 
infinitely ſhort of what I feel, nor can Imagination 

ch it. 


— y 


BE Vr: tnef ; for me Heaven, and every Saint 
ieh I have in vain implor d, how many Stratagem 
1515 reſtleſs Brain has till projected, to free my dear 
{Cloretta, or bring me to her, through ail the Dau- 
gers that Malice could invent, or Law threaten, 
„ J. ſeek the Arms of my Adorable ; but Oh / there 
we; appears no Means to bleſs my Hopes, and prove 


e unchangeable Afection of my for ever adiring 
eart, By what then muſt I be clear d? 


! PROBABILHTIES are againſt me, and I muſt 
ot chide you, that you think me baſe, till I can give 


Yor? nobler Demonſtration than Wards, ta teſtify I am 
Ve Contrary, 


SU B- 
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SUSPEND, hnuever, your Judęment fir à 
dme, I till live in the hope that one Day I ſhall be 


 eble to prove myſalf, 


My for ever loyvd CLORE TTA's 


Moſt faithfully 
1 | Devoted 
BELLARDINE; 


H thought the tender Expreſſions of this Let- 


ter would ſettle ſome little Tranquility in her Soul, 
and that ſince he could do no more, ſhe deſery'd to 
de made as eaſy as poſſible under her Misfortunes; 
deſides, what is Nature did not oblige him to, 


a contrary Motive did. 


HE was not unacquainted with the Diſpoſition. 
of Woman-kind in general; he knew they were ea- 
fily flatter'd,, but if publickly ill- treated, little regar- 


ded to what extreams they had recourſe for Revenge. 
he therefore 1imagin'd a little Diſſimulation neceſſa- 


2 as well for his own Reputation, which her 
-omplaints' might elſe have called in queſtion, as 


the Repoſe of aWoman who he hadonce lov'd, and 


had never given him cauſe to hate; and to that end 
conſtrain'd his Temper to Expreſſions of a Tender- 
neſs, which, in reality, he no longer felt. 
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nx had no ſooner finiſh'd this Letter, and con- 
Nerd on the Effect it might reaſonably be expected 
produce, than he went to the Monaſtery, where 
ng Cloretta as uſual, he deliyer'd it to her in the 
nner before mention'd. 


Ir would be needleſs almoſt, fince few there are 
who have not, ſome time or other, felt the Force 
chat ſeducing Paſſion with which Cloretta was 
ird, to repeat in what manner this well-diſſem- 
Tenderneſs wrought on her believing Soul; it 
is enough to ſay, ſhe lov'd, and wiſh'd her Lover's 
uth, to make any one know ſhe believ'd all thac 
id was ſo, and was again happy in Imagination 
conſiderable time, till every day feeding vain 
pe with the expectation that the enfuing one 
Id ſee her out of the Cloyſter, and in the Arms 
her dear Bellardine. 


2. 


be F o R ſome Weeks longer thus did ſhe ſupport 
40 hetfelf ; but, alas! theſe Day-Dreams will at laſt 
e S#bſide, and ſolid Reaſon ſhow the deluſive Joy with 
nes; Which the Lover is beguiled. There muſt be Deeds 
| tO, ag ell as Words, which can keep Hope for ever 


LY 


_ A vain Expectance will in time grow weary ; ſhe 
gar- n at laſt to conſider, that if he had made any 
no > Sgrts in good earneſt to free her from the Monaſte- 
eſſa- 


gd have heard by what means they had been 
rated; and had too great a ſhare of good Un- 
degftanding, when unobſcur d by Paſſion, not to 
he had been impos'd on. 

THIS 


her 
„ 28 
and 


fi they either muſt Have been effectual, or ſhe 
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T # 15 Perception was at firſt ſucceeded. by; 
Rage of Temper ; but that being fruitlefs, the Ma 

who had ſo cruelly injur'd her, being wholly out? 
the Power of her Revenge, ſhe fell into a Melancho 3 


Ty which was like to have been fatal to her. Bod 
ly Phyſicians, as well as Spiritual ones, were ſet 


for to attend her; and her Youth, and the Strengt 4 
of her Conſtitution enabling her to get over all th: * 
Threaten'd her immediate Death; the atter were in 2 
Treated to exert their utmoſt Skill for expelling even 
worldly Care which hung upon her Mind, and ſeemi X 
to render her unfit for the Society to which the tim 


now drew near for her being initiated for Lik 


Ax oN d the number of thoſe reverend Guide; 
appointed to direct her in the Way to Peace, W 


a young Fryar called Mellaphont; he was hand. 


ſome, well-made, and of an eminent Extraction. 


vad the moſt polite Education imaginable ; but or 
Tome Family-Diſguſt, between an elder Brother an 
Himſelf, had embraced the Order of St. Francis, ani 
renounced the World. For ſome time, tis poſl: 
ble, he deſign'd the Performance of his Vow ; bu 
How little is Youth capable of judging for it ſelf 
That Injunction of Celibacy was no way agrees 
ble to his Conftitution, tho? it might to the Humou 
He was in when he yielded to ſubmit to it. 


HE no ſooner beheld the Beauties of Chhretia, 
than he forgot his Function; began not only to 
look on her with the Eyes of a Lover, but alſo to 
talk to her as ſuch, and ſeemed to imagine himſel 
not in a Glyſter, but a Court, 


* 


An 
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Ax firſt ſhe ſeem'd alarm'd at his Proceedingeg 
Ut as ſhe liſten'd to his Diſcourſe, Aſtoniſhment, 
HH degrees abated, and that Pleaſure, which 'tis na- 

al for Women to feel, at finding themſelves be- 


= e by an agreeable Object, took birth within her 
e let 

ren! | 

II th: 's ET H1s little Vanity amuſing her, took off, 
ere n IF ſome meaſure, the poinancy of her late Diſcon- 
ever) t; and his continued Aſſiduities brought her in 
= 3 he, to reliſh his Addreſles. 

e tim 


WT x x delight ſhe took to hear herſeſf prais'd, 
cee d her at laſt to like the Praiſer; and the remem- 


Tuides Nice of Bellardine, his Vows, his ſeeming Ten- 
„ W rneſs, and real Ingratitude, all grew faint : And 
hand Ihen, againſt her will, any thing relating to him 
Ction, me croſs her Thoughts, it left no more Impreſſi- 
ut ON Mot 


there, than ſuch as Dreams do on the waking, 
Mind. Well vers'd in every Art of his betraying; 
Sy AN 99 4 he ſoon perceiv'd the Advantages he had gain'd; 


poſi- and inſtead of uſing thoſe Endeavours to which tho 
3 bu: "Name of the Prieſt ſhould have obliged him, to pre- 
ſelf fe her for the Vow ſhe was about to take of an 


green rnal Chaſtity, made uſe of every Argument 
mou Which Wit and Love could raiſe, to perſuade her 
"Were was no Sin in following the Laws of Na- 
We, render'd it to her deceiv'd Imagination plain, 
retta, 


At thoſe Edicts which preſcribed the contrary,were 
ly os more than the Decrees of Man, and invented on- 
lſo o 25 keep thoſe in Awe, who had not Capacity to 


imſel WGinguiſh better; and that the Vow impoſed on 

We Perſons who are compell'd to enter into a mo- 
alick Life, had nothing in it binding, becauſe it was 
+ 8 infor d; 


— — 
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FMtorc'd ; and if, ſtrictly ſpeaking, it were in Toms 


degree a Crime, it was a Venial one, which He, 
ven both wink'd at and forgave, 


TE E little oppoſitions ſhe made to theſe ſort of - 
Reaſonings, made him ſee the Pleaſure it would be 
20 her to be throughly convinc'd; and being Maſt- 


er of the moſt elegant manner of delivering what he 


Aid, and all he urg'd, forwarded by a too power- 


Ful Inclination in her to believe the charming Fry- 
ar, accompliſh'd his Intent, and the ſecond-timg 
xnſnar'd Claretta confeſs'd herſelf overcome. 


Bz1NG alone with her, as it is not to bedoubt- 
Ed but he was, when he entertain'd her with ſuch 


Diſcourſes, he no ſooner found that ſhe had no more, 


To ſay in the defence of Virtue, than tnrowing him- 
elf on his knees, and. gently preſſing her but half- 


reluctant Hand. Why, then, my Angel, cry'd he, 


do you refuſe the adoring Mellaphont, a Bleſling, 
ewhich you ſeem to acknowledge you. no longer be- 
Heve it would be a Crime to yield? 
Vnworthineſs deprives me of your Love, Oh! tel! 
ame by which way I may attain thoſe Merits neceſ- 
:ary to become leſs 10. 


B E aſſured there is nothing; on this ſide Death I. 
would not gladly combat to hear your heavenly 
Tongue pronounce this ſoft Confeſſion : Now/ 
Mdellaphont, you have deſervd my Love. 


On! (replied be, interrupting him with a certain 


_ Heſitation in her Speech, which teſtifyed a hurry ef 


rl Spirits that was not at all diſpleaſing ta him) you 


4 
: -F# 
©. 1 


be Sem i . 


If my 


ſome 
Kereafter have reaſon to repent. --—— Oh! never, 


1 He 


ſort of - 
uld be 


Maſt. 
hat he 
ower- 

Fry- 
|-timg 


loubt- 
ſuch 


ö more, 


him- 
half- 


He, 


ſſing, 
er be- 
f my 
tell 
jeceſ- 


ath I. 
renly 


low 


rtaii 


ry of 


you 
Ay 
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1 wotthy of every thing you can require: But do 
it, I conjure you, preſs me to Grants which I ſhalt 


in' d he, never ſhall you have cauſe to repent the 
Edndeſcenfions you make the faithful Mellaphont. 


TT 


ro my Life's end will I adore and bleſs the Boun- 
of that rewarding Love, which from the moſt 
Fetched, raiſes me to the moſt envied State that ever 


3 | brtal Man arrived at, 


AT n vs, ( continued he, raiſing himſelf from that 
le Poſture he had been in, and laying his Head 
u her Boſom, at the ſame time that his unreſiſted 
25 claſp'd faſt her yeilding Body) thus would 
r ever dwell upon thy Beauties, thus grow 
thy Embraces; and when by cruel Forms our 
Nies are compell'd to ſeparate, my Soul ſhould ſtill. 
=D Company with thine ; make bleſs d thy Dreams, 


nd peaceful all thy waking Moments. 


r H U 8, by degrees, did he proceed, and Love, 


this Friend, rendring the Nymph defenceleſs, ſoon 


got poſſeſſion of the ſupremeſt Joy that Beauty can 
afford, or longing Youth intreat. 


Tu E opportunity his Function gave him of 
Abceſs, made him repeat the P as fre- 
quently as they pleas'd ; and the charm'd Cloretta 
had now the ſatisfaction to have found a Lover whoſe 
Defires Poſſeſſion could not cloy, as well as the vi- 


For Fryar to be ſecure of a Miſtreſs, whoſe Per- 


tions might vie with any of her Sex. 


Fr H E danger there was of proſecuting an amo- 
Suit elſewhere, obliged his Conſtancy, as In- 
| clination, 
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Clination, Gratitude, and want of Opportunity « 


| hers; and neither of them knowing how to mak 
themſelves more happy by Change, perſevered in 


Fidelity to each other which is unknown by the Ly 
vers of the Beau Monde, The Time for her Pro 
bation being expired, Cloretta took the Vail with 


out the leaſt repugnance, as knowing it would ben i 
excluſion to the Viſits of her lovely Fryar; au 


he aſſiſted at the Ceremony, pleaſed to think he ha 
by this means ſecur'd to himſelf the poſſeſſion of on 
of the moſt beautiful Women in the World. 


Ir is now ſome Months fince ſhe was profeſs's, 
yet do their mutual Ardors ſeem unbated ; how long 
it will continue ſo, is known only to thoſe Stars whict 
preſided at their Nativity; but, according to the 
common Calculation, and as we may judge, not 
only by Bellardine, but by a general Obſervation oi 
Mankind, the Fervency will firſt decay on that 
fide on which in juſtice, as being the Inſpirer of it, 
it ought longeſt to continue; and alſo, as that Sex 
boaſt a Superiority of Judgment, and Immutabilty 
of Mind above the other: But how little reaſon there 
is for that Aſſertion, too many believing and decci- 
ved Women know. 


HA y x are they, who by never Truſting, ne- 
ver have been Betray'd ; and chuſe rather to give 
credit to the Reports of others, than by ſad Expe- 
rience, are convinced of a Truth ſo fatal. 


THE Spirit, of Almajue, talkative and cenſori- 
ous as herſelf had been, had, perhaps continued her 
Harrangue much longer, if the Dawn of Day, hate- 
ful to thoſe aerial Beings, had not compell'd her to 
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ve the remainder of what ſhe had to ſay, till 


ight; and with the reſt of the pale 
r to the Manſions decreed 


them by the neyer-erring Sentence of the immor- 


Gods, 


be End of the Firſt Night, 


F 


PART. 


H E living Prude, extremely pleas 
I vwith the Entertainment of the fore- 

going Night, retir'd to Bed more ear- 
LOA ly than was her cuſtom, in hop? 
TH the ſame pleaſing Vikon would re- 
turn: Nor were her Expectations dil- 
appointed ; for, no ſooner had Sleep ſeized upon 
her mortal Part, and left the Spirit free from thoſe 
Converſations which waking Senſe denies, but the 
obliging Amajue appear d before the Eyes of Fancy, 
and in a ſoft, ſtill, but moſt intelligible Voice, pre- 
£nted her with the following Narration. 


Ze 


—ꝓ—— — 


# 
1 


The Hisroxy of VILLARET, 
aud the Amiable CHARLOT TA. 


pg? 
« 


ALY HE Count Ds Sumes, a Man of 
Wag hich Extraction, but ſmall Fortune, 
being the Father of a numerous 

Offspring, and himſelfand Lady now 

99) pretty well advanced in Tears, ex- 


1d re- Pledges of conjugal Affection in a Manner befit- 
2s dil- 


upon 
thoſe 

it the = up, diſcover'd ſuch Perfections both of 
ncy, Mid and Body, as render'd her not only ſuperior 


H E tender Father, who had done too much 
ſor thoſe who had the Start of her in Birth, to be 
able to do for her what he wiſh'd, and ſhe ſeem'd 

Th Ho:greatly to deſerve, never look'd on her but with 
> ">. Thoſe Charms, which to have be- 
nin onc of his own Race, would have formerly 


pre- t0 7 her Siſters, but to moſt of her Sex. 


[42] | 

given him the higheſt Pleaſure, now proved the « e 
treameſt Torment, when he conſider'd how incay; "WC 
ble he was of illuſtrating, or even defending. ther ll 
from thoſe Temptations to which indigent Beau 4 
is too frequently reduced. "WM 

MAN V melancholy Conſultations had he wi "FP 
his Lady, by what Means they ſhould avert ! 
Danger they ſo much dreaded ; and it was at! 88 
reſoly'd that the only certain one would be to » Wl 
her into a Monaſtery, where ſhe would be ſec BR 
from all thoſe Evils to which unguided Youth is} 
ble in the enſnaring World, 


THIS was no ſooner agreed upon, than Cho and 
lotta was made acquainted with it; who had be: WWF 
too much practiſed in Obedience, to refuſe any th: wn 
thoſe who had the diſpoſal of her ſhould think“ lt 
for her. She conſented to the Propoſal, but with! M$ 
inward Reluctance, which no Tongue is able to © Cat 
ſcribe. She was now juſt fourteen, an Age wh. oft 
Perſons of her Sex are beginning to receive the As to 
rations of the other, and reliſh the Gaieties of Lt offe 
To be deprived for ever of the fine things whi 16“ 


now were ſaid to her. affe 
Was 

No more to ſee a Train of Noble Youths fol. 'J 
with dying Eyes her Steps, and watch inceſlar'\ 4 


her every Motion To be excluded from! WM 
the Pleaſures of a ſuitable Converſation, and con: 
ned to cold Reſerve, and an eternal Auſterity, — un 
Inſtead of having her Slumbers agreeably interrupt: tak 
by nightly Serenades, and her morning Wakin: 
ſaluted with amorous Billets, and Praiſes of her Beir 
ty; the firſt broke by the melancholy Bell wid 8 
calls to Matins, and the other accoſted with! 


4 
v3 
+3 
LA 


L 43 J 


at * e Abbeſs, or wrinkled Confeſſor, who demand 
. ann Fecount even of her Dreams, and take the privt- 
ne. Ty to lay Injunctions even on Thought. 
a 
; E o exchange the glittering Ornaments which 
naw ſet off her Charms, for diſmal Black; and her 
„ dal Pen Bed, for a coarſe Mattreſs, and rough hem- 
beets: All theſe, I ſay, were terrible Conſide- 
. ns for a young Lady of her Delicacy, and Taſte 
» ooſe Delights the World affords : and ſhe antici- 
ar ; d the Misfortune of that Condition into which 
as about to enter, by the Idea fhe form'd of it 
— She was too artleſs to conceal her Griefs, 
ber P arents ſaw it with an unexpreſſible Concern, 
an endeavour'd by all the Arguments they could 
nt to moderate them, but it was in vain. 


* FH E v repreſented to her, the Eaſe of a Mo- 


th» Life; how free ſhe would be from all the 
„e and Perplexities, as well as from the Dangers 
Al World. She conld not be brought to adhere 


A of the Reaſons they alledg'd : And tho ſhe 
Li offered nothing in oppoſition to what they faid, yet 
i es eaſy for them to perceive ſhe was very little 
ted with it; and that it was only, becauſe there 
was n0 Remedy, that ſhe ſubmitted to their Defirec 


no this diſcovery help'd to haſten them in 


* e ber in a Place, where her unwillingnefs to 
on A made them fearful that ſhe ſhould take Courſes 
__ taFoi it; the dread of which had firſt made them 
up. l this Reſolution. 

3 ur Cloyſter of the Benedictines was that on 
„be Mich they pitch'd for her Retirement; and having 


4 * 
vid! made 
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wade a Viſit to the Abbeſs, and treated with be 
Terms for her reception; they went a ſecond i 
and taking this unhappy Beauty with them, ur 
the Pretence of ſeeing the Monaſtery, and beca 
ing acquainted with thoſe Ladies with whom 808 
muſt hereafter ſpend her Days, left her with te 
as full now of Surprize at the ſuddenneſs of her FM 
as ſhe had before been grieved at the knowledge: 


ſome time or other ſhe was deſtin'd to it. ing 


SH look'd on this Effect of their Care a: #08 
extremeſt Cruelty No longer difſemblc: 188 


Averſion ſhe had to ſuch a Life Nor reftr:#Y 5 
the Exclamations of her Diſcontent, at having this ! 
compelF'd to enter into it. might 


TAE whole Siſterhood, by conſolatory Diſc H 
des and Advice, endeavour'd, but in vain, to b 
Her to a ſtate of greater Reſignation ; and the 88 
dy Abbeſs, to mitigate the Severity of her Con: B 
ment, proffer' d her the liberty of the Grate for r 
whole Day 3 a favour allow d to the reſt but ſpar gg 

Iy, and that too at particular Hours. But allt 8 
Condeſcenſions were unayailing ; the little Li 
ties permitted her, ſerv'd but to make the wan 3 t 


thoſe ſhe was forbid, more terrible to be borne, of 


Ir it was dreadful to her to converſe but i 
this Iron Impediment, how much more dre * 5 
was the Reflection, that hereafter, perhaps, wi fo 
ſhe had taken the Vail, it would be deny'd her a 
canverſe with them at all, - A 


I x fine, finding nothing in ſuch a State agr: 
ble to her Inclinations, and bending her wv: 
Thou 


wiz 


» 
$, | 
% 4 
C 


# 
mm. 


5 

"4 Wuchts on making her eſcape, the leſs ſhe ſaw a 
ur pol pit) of it, the more her Griefs increaſed, till 
ccc arrived at laſt to a pitch very near driving hes 
m 9g iſtraction. 


| nE good Abbeſs perceiving her Indulgencies 


5 | A m4 ef red 8 cher Jehan, her Confe ſſor, to 
ing = hi oh: Authority, for reſtoring her 
find «- © ich was neceſſary for her 

a6 to Ne. bel for 50 C: ould he initiated among that ho- 
ei one Devorces. She requeſted of him 


+0 8 fe 10 155 nee nor Arguments to bring about 
800 oy Vork; and he prumis'd to omit nothing which 
wht bc conducive to It. 
1 had indeed a Deſign in his Head, which 
i him more affiduous than ſhe imagin'd : A- 
"mon the number of thoſe who had entertain'd the 
af ' bealfful Charlotta at the Grate, was young Villa- 
7 rely « ny Son of the Marquiſs of that Name, 


1 F. THER Jehan had been for ſome Years the 
N ſpiri Wal Guide of this Chevalier, who was, with- 
out nl queſtion, one of the moſt accompliſh'd Men 

" „ e Age. —— As it is look'd on among thoſe 
e Romiſp Perſuaſion, a Crime almoſt as bad as 

. Saeflege, to conceal the leaſt Deſires which tend to 

" Sing from the knowledge of their Confeſſors, Villa- 
77. ad acknowledg'd the moſt impatient Longings 
for! e Poſſeſſion of that lovely Devotee ; and the 
pretended Holy Man, promifing himſelf a vaſt deal 
of + by ſoothing the Vices of his wealthy 
i abſolved him at the expence of a ſmall 
ance ; and finding that he ſtill continued the 
tees affected a kind of Pity for his 
Misfortune; 


[ 4% ] F 
Misfortune; and at laſt told him, he ſhould thi 1 
it a leſs Crime to aſſiſt him in the obtaining his)! | 
fires, than to ſuffer him to remain in them, 


I x you could once enjoy this ſweet Girl, |. 8 
the old Hypucrite, your Mind would doubtleſs be: 
Peace, and there might be ſome hope of your: 
turning to Virtue ; which 'tis impoſſible you can Het 
while you carry about you ſuch unquenc ae 
Fires. 4 


THE young Enamorato was ready to fall at: yu 5 
Feet to thank him for ſo unexpected an Indulgen % 
bat the other would not ſuffer him: Make me th 15 
Retributions, cryd he, when J have made you h 4 
py; depend upon it J will do it if I can, but j that: 
muſt not be impatient. Hat 

; take! 

THERE are many obſtacles in your way zg 
Miſs ; they are not to be over come in a mome meg 
but I will do my beſt to ferve you. 5 i 


| 5 . ; mak 
VILL ARET, forc'd him, however, to accept o el 
Purſe of Guineas, as a Teſtimony of his Gratitu& 
and aſſur'd him, that if by his means he compass 


his Intent, there was nothing in his Power that a 
would omit to ſerve him, val 


. . clin 

H x might, indeed, have ſpared that Proteſt: af 

on; the other was before fully convinced of his I ent 

berality, or he had not nude an offer of fervit. con 
him in an Affair, which if diſcover'd, might be. 

the moſt fatal Conſequence to himſelf, | 


the! 
Nor 


0 
| 
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ti. r did not, however, immediately go about 
;1 performance of his Promiſe ; the — 
Intent which appeared in CHarlotta, ſince he! 

Ing into the Monaſtery, had made him half 
that Vilaret had a Rival, for whoſe ſake ſhe 
Aſo uncaſy at being excluded from the World; 
ie that Conjecture were real, he doubted it 
be of little purpoſe to talk to her of another. 
Wherefore reſolved to be ſatisfied in this Point be- 
ge declared himſelf ; and the Charge the Abbeſs 
had id on him, now giving him an opportunity, 
Vg Converſation, to fathom her molt ſecret 
The i hts he made uſe of it in this manner. 


f In afraid, aid he to her, that having join'd with 
| ti t in endeavouring to perſuade you to embrace 
EF tha&Life with pleaſure which you are ordain'd to, 

na ade you look on me as your Enemy, and 
take from you great part of that Regard which 
J js the gue of my Function. Your Confeſſions to 
mer me at reſerv d and limited; and much ] fear there 


pal | 8 T”. my fair Daughter, are you not in Love ? 
at Hot the Charms of ſome prevailing Youth ri- 
va leaven in your Eſteem, and chain'd your In- 
cli ons down to the things of this World? No, I 
eſt: aflung you, Father, anſiber d. /he, my Heart is yet 
is I: entity tree; nor have I, in my Confeſſions to you, 


cy coup” « any part of my Griefs, or my Deſires. 
0 $4 


Fever can be brought, indeed, to like this Life; 
is ſmething methinks, ſo cruel, in being com- 


pelled 


45 
* 


1 & 


pelled af my Age, to renounce all the Pleajy 
which others of my Sex and Acquaintance 
indulg'd in; that I look on the Power which 
flicts it on me, as Tyrannical, and deprive Wl 

of all that Tenderneſs I ought to feel fo 
who gave me Being. | 


| | ; Ol 
Have you then, again demanded the H 
among ſo many Admirers, as your Youth 100m 
Beauty muſt have attracted, not one whom 
fayour more than the reſt ? Have you look'd _ 
the Eyes of Indifference on all? Yes, I pro M 
faid ſhe, on all Mankind, till my Entrance 8 
and I cannot deny but that ſince my coming Dar 
the Monaſtery, I have been entertained at 
Grate, by a Gentleman with whom 1 cou 
pleaſed to have a nearer Converſation. Dokl 
THe Hyar, who was between Hope ani N 
ſpair at theſe Words, haſtily entreated to knov Jt 
Name. Tis Villaret, reply'd ſbe, and if you ill 
ever ſeen him, muſt acknowledge he is well w/ a 
thy of the Difference I pay him. Je en 


F the 

THE Fears of this Right Reverend Inter 
were now converted into a Tranſport which 
was unable to contain, ——— Then you arc he 
happieſt of your Sex, gyd he, and I to Maid 
myſelf moſt fortunate, in having it in my Pk, 
to bleſs the Love of ſuch a faithful Pair— 
Villaret adores you with ſuch a Fervency off 
Affection, that he lives but in the Promiſe TI He 
made of bringing him to a nearer View of 
Charms, than what that cruel Grate affords, Wl 


1 
1 „ 


g | 
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eoſfible to deſcribe the Joy which Charlotta 
W this diſcovery ; but by the violence of her 
tent at the Fears of being made a Nun, one 
age of the Pleaſure it gave her, to think 
as a Means of diſappointing that deſign. 


vas too innocent to imagine there was a- 
er Effect of Love than Marriage; and 
not, fince ſhe was told he had an Affec- 
men her, if he would make her his Wife, yet 
qs bear the pleaſing Confirmation, — 

he take me from the Monaſtery, cry d ſbe, 

te me his Wife ? He will do every Thing, 
ae the Fryar, that thou canſt wiſh, my love- 
S nter, as in a Day or two, at fartheſt, thou 
il ale fully convinc'd. They had ſome farther 
ſe on the ſame Subject; after which he 
Leave, and went to acquaint Villaret with 
the rreſs he had made in his Deſigns. 


10" Tos: who have known what it is to Love, 
U will i gueſs the Joy he felt, at finding himſelf 
I approved by the Miſtreſs of his Affections: 
He Praced Father Jehan with all the Ardency 
incereſt Friendſhip and Gratitude, and was 
Tce wild with the ungovernable Tranſport, 
hie told him, that in a very ſhort Time 
arc he d have as full a Poſſeſſion of that lovely 
ol was his moſt - impatient Wiſhes could de- 
0 ; 


off did he promiſe more than he intended to 
Le, and had already contrived the Means of 
of NEEOPliſhing.. He provided a Habit, Coul, and 
„uch as are uſed by the Fryars of the Han- 

MoOrcaer, of which Aiimſelf was one ; and ha- 
e the {lice of a / alet de Chambre, in e- 


i qup- 
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quipping the young Lover in fuch a Manner, of 


might not be ſuſpected for any other than y 


he ſeemed. - 


He wrote a Letter to the Abbeſs, which i 
was no Room to imagine would not be a fif Mo 
ent Paſſport for his Entrance into the Monaſt of 
the Contents of it were theſe : Let 


—_— ä 


„» 


*» th ah m1 „ 


2 


8 

To the Pious HENRIETTA, A nd 
of the College of Benedictines. wa 
ſeve 

Holy Sris TER, | hy 

B EING, thro frequent Faſtings, and an 8 
Zeal in performing the Duties f our | g 
Function, ſeized with a Bodily Infirmity, whit agajg 
vents me from executing my Office, I entre "41 
will accept in my Room of the good Prieſt who 
you this; for whoſe Behaviour I will anfiver; l 8 
ing him to be capable of the great Charge he 1 wa 
takes, and a Perſon, who for his great u will 
Learning, and Piety, is juſlly ęſteemed and | wal 


renced by all that know him. oF 
I am, agree 

Good Siſter, yours, A. 

pectat 


In all Pious Regards, theft 
1 

EHU 

19 


g 1 
lei, * 


1 284 £ amorous Villaret received theſe Creden- 
ith Joy adequate to the Happineſs he expected 
to poſſeſs d of by their means, and every thing be- 
hit eady for his Expedition, he departed for the 
ut Wſtery, where being immediately introduced to 
alr hWFenerable Matron, he preſented her with the 
— a: expreſs'd a great deal of Concern for the 
FIN Ia ation of Father Jehan; but it was ſoon ſuc- 
eg by the Pleaſure ſhe took in having one ſo 
of officiating in his room. She ask'd him 
vagal Queſtions concerning the Duties of his Func- 
ting which the Fryar had ſo well inſtructed him 
howt anſwer, that ſhe doubted not but that he was 
of the Character the other had given, and 
mEgiately conducted him to the Gallery where 
* / the ls of the Devotces were rang'd in order one 
hit again the other. 
'rea 1 
50 U Ha made what haſte he could, either to abſolve 
„et Penance on, (according as their Confeſſions 
do require) thoſe Nuns which were in his 
'e o his belov'd Charlatta; and the little Auſte- 
IV; i ich his Impatience to be in another Place 
nd | Wee permit him to counterfeit, was extremely 
oblige to thoſe, whoſe excluſion from the World 
nagt been able to preſerve from Wiſhes no way 
le to their Vow. 
MT laſt he arriv'd where Charlotta, full of ex- 
tons of hearing ſomething of what had been 
the Nubject of her laſt Converſation with Father Je- 
mpatiently waited the coming of that comfor- 
2 =, 


k, 


11 
No THING could equal the vexation of | mel 
Diſappointment, when ſhe ſaw a Stranger in ail 


ſtead, unleſs it were the Rapture ſhe was in, w; all 


ſhe found that Stranger was no other than Villa, t@ 1, 
for long he ſuffer'd her not to remain in 1gnoran wm 
but throwing off his Coul, and at the ſame ty 
catching her in his Arms, with all the ardenc; al 
longing Inclination, in, 
ves Ref 


BE HOL p, cd be, adorable Charlotta, of A 
Force of Love, and your almighty Charms!- 8 
See of how little effect are Walls of Stone, or B ed t 
or Bars, to keep the happy Lover from his M ſure, 
——— Theſe words, and the full fight of hisF: had 
made her immediately know him to be Vils 
and the ſudden Joy which ſo unexpected a Ble 1 
ſhot thro' every Faculty of her Soul, left Vi, A Fi 
Baſhfulneſs not the power of dictating any thin 8 
the prejudice of the preſuming Lover, 


S E E return'd his Careſſes with an equal war 22 
gave Kiſs for Kiſs; nor once offer'd to repe 
Boldneſſes which thus encourag'd he already bt 
to treat her with; till preſſing cloſer, and on 
point of becoming maſter of all his Paſſion aim 
or ſhe was capable of beſtowing, — Fye, Vill 
the cry d, forbear, till Marriage ſanctifies the Ac 


You muſt proceed no further till I am! 
Wife. -- Unkindly urg'd, id he, ſtill pri + 
ting his Attempt ; dampt not the Bliſs which!“ 
and Beauty yield, by ſuch unſeaſonable Remonſ: "mis 
ces. — Turn all thy Thoughts on preſent Þ "wie 
ſies, and give a looſe to Paſſion, The wi! 
pal“ 


—— — 


Fae] 


ce, and hurry of Defire, which he was that 
of | ment in, prevented him from uttering more, 
in e Emotions of her Soul did her from replying, 
wi apy making even the leaſt ſhow of a Reſiſtance 
Aa, e pleaſing Ruin. 
Tan We | 7 : : 3 : 
em oc x'D in cloſe Embraces, the yielded to 
nc; pecchleſs Joy! Both quite diffoly'd, and loſt 
pture, the intolerable Delight o'erwhelm'd 
tion, and, for a time, depriv'd each Senſe 
4, its wonted force; but Thought and Reafon 
;|_ D erees returning, the amorous Youth regard- 
B ed the Conqueſt he had gain'd with Pride and Plea- 
WW. ſuß and the undone Maid revoly'd on what ſhe 
3 gone with Fear and Shame. 


thouſand times ſhe conjur'd him to repair 
ps of Honour, by making her his Wife, 
hu Wü he as often ſwore to perform. As ſoon 
| er Jehan could invent ſome plauſable Ex- 
cuſß for coming with him: That good Man, 
Ai e, by whoſe aſſiſtance I have enjoy'd this 
Et of my Happineſs, will doubtleſs find the 
to make it laſting, but we muſt have pa- 
till ſome kind opportunity arrives. 


Nov d ealy is it to deceive the Innocent, and 
what readineſs do we credit what we will : 


orta doubted not the Sincerity of the Mar 
* P'd; and now looking on him as her Hus- 
1 ſuffer'd him to repeat the late experienc'd 
+ | _ knew one Thought but Rapture, till 
4 1 afety reminding him that too long a ſtay 
"7, ſpe occaſion Suſpicion, he was obliged to take 
4 1 4 leave. 
= 3th D 3 8 HR 


that there was nothing farther worthy of incum 4 
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SH x knew the neceflity, but durſt not v@ll®: 
the continuance of her Happineſs, leſt it ſho. 
prove fatal to the dear Author; ſhe therefore i. 
ferd him to depart, endeavouring to conſole R M 
ſelf as much as poſſible with the Afſurance al 1 
gave her of returning ſoon again. poſſel 


No did her hopes in this point deceive | ml 
his Paſſion yet unſatiated with the poſſeſſion 5 fre 
her Beauties, made him oblige Father ehan 
continue his pretence of Indiſpoſition, and for ſu ſhe 
Weeks he officiated in his ſtead, and indu} thing 
the Delights of criminal Deſire to the extren wil 
height that laviſh Love could give. Had 


cou'd 

Bu T where was ever an Amour of that? 
ture that laſted always? The once vigorous | 8 80 
ſion of Villaret, began, by Degrees, to abate;: Age 
to add to that Inconſtancy which is almoſt : joy 
parable from an amorous Heart, Charlotta het 
contributed to render her Enjoyment leſs pleal: 
by expreſſing a Jealouſy that he was leſs dig 
in ſeeking the means of becoming her Hub- 


| than he had been in obtaining from her b 


Freedoms which ought to have been the ch | 
guence of Marriage. ©. 


As her Diſcontents increas'd, his Indifferet © 
did fo too; and he was juſt beginning to th 


the Dangers to which he was daily expoſed, ! | 
wearing a Habit to which he had no right, wi: "MM 
an Adventure preſented it felf to him, wi" the 


my 
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him recede from that Opinion, and re- 
* not yet to throw it off. . 
Do., * | 
me next Cell to that in which 8 
E odg'd a Nun, whom Compulſion, 
e ms be 1 7 Fa ſo: Never Woman was 
ad of a greater Stock of amorous Inclinati- 
and having before her entrance into the Mo- 
- |: y experienced the Joys of Love, Was whol- 
n ee from all thoſe Fears which are frequent- 
n ie Guardians of Virgin-Chaſtity. In fine, 
ſc nted but an Opportunity to yield to every 
aß i that Man could ask; but that ha- 
en uin deen deny'd ſince her taking the Vow, ſhe 
A ook'd on it as the greateſt Misfortune that 
can have befallen her. | | 
{ ! —_— | 
r had nothing to expect or wiſh from the 
her former Confeflor, but hoped a different 
r f Entertainment from this young one, than 
er Prayets and dull Harangues on the Bleſſings of 
il: e ment, and the Virtues of Temperance and 
is Diſcourſe, however, being always on 
Themes, ſhe began to imagine that his Looks 


lt 
0 


bis Heart, and that he was of the coldeſt 
EoElitution imaginable. But this Opinion laſted 
Nong; ſhe was convinc'd of the contrary by 

Words the heard Charlotra, in an unguarded 
rere, utter when he was with her in her 
„mach Expreſſions, as, My euerlaſting Char 
den moft tranſporting Angel of Mankind ! 
grnew were not occaſion'd by Devotion to any 


- 
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7 * 
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1 
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Gr Power than that of Love, 
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at leaſt to the moſt cruel one againſt them bo- Y. . 
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SHE was ſenſible Charlotta was in poſſi 
of a Happineſs ſhe had long languiſh'd for in W 
and both envy'd and hated her for it. | ſos 
Reſentment did not nevertheleſs carry her o . 8 
as to betray the Aobe the diſcovery ſhe | WM 
made; ſhe choſe to be reveng'd, another wa he 
poſſible ; and if ſhe fail'd in that, to have rec. $8 


Havins refolved in her Mind -in ow | 
manner ſhe ſhould attempt the compaſſing h 4 
Deſigns, the next time the lovely Fryar 4 * 
the accoſted him in theſe Terms Father, em 
He, I muſt entreat you to be leſs expeditious n W 
Vifit than you have been in the former ones B 
have made me.— you know very well it is the felon 
ty of your Function to. uſe your utmoſt endean TER 

r comforting the Afflicted, and ftrengthening g 
Weak ; and having ſomething which has lain h =» 
on my Spirits for a conſiderable time, I am in 225 
greateſt need of your Aſſiſtance that any one n 
poſſibly be. If labouring under any trouble of | ly 
for a Sin yet unabſolved, reply'd he, with an di f 
rably well-counterfeited Auſterity, how happen gf 4 
that you have not before reveal d it? — for Sins: 
ceal'd become every Hour leſs meriting Forgivrt 
Alas ! Father, re/um'd ſbe, it is not for i wil 
Crime I have been guilty of that I am grieved rent 
is in my Wiſhes alone that I am blameable. wer 

and! 

I conyure you therefore by your Order, and pri 
that Charity which ought to be inſeperable i! thai 


the Prieſthood, that you will have patience to 1! ä 
what my Bluſhes and Confuſion will not 7 a } 


7 [57] 


0 diſcloſe with that readineſs and freedom ag 
Fas my other Faults. 


: (40 


S 


E accompanied theſe Words with a Look fo 


q ſon Wy languiſhing, that it added extremely to her 
U l Charms, than which few Women had 
"8; tho' Yillaret, wholly taken up with the 


i Mobs of Charltta, had not before remark'd 


1. 


(- 
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4 T not well knowing what to make of her 

Four, he regarded her with a fix d attention; 
: aner a little pauſe , I am too ſenſible, an/rwer'd 
9 pat is expected from the Charge I have ta- 
ket neglect any thing in my Power which 
„ wave you Eaſe or Satisfaction. 


„r, continued he, placing himſelf in the Con- 
"falls! Chair, you muſt with the fame freedom as 
*. yourmould talk to your own Sex, relate the whole 
1 o t diſturbs you. I will hide from you no 
* party ide. Knowing then, added ſbe, with ſome 
n Hen, that I am troubled with Deſires which are 
the reverſe of the Vow I have taken at the 


1) bg tar there is a warmth in my Compo- 
. fu hich will not agree with the cold Rules 
er ofgFMonaſtick Life. 
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r fe, I burn, I languiſh, almoſt die for that 
in the moſt folemn manner J have utterly 
ed rent heed: To be poſſeſs'd of ſuch Deſires, an/- 
wen be, till retaining his former Severity of Air, 
an ve the power of vanquiſhing them, is the ſu- 
et Triumph that Virtue can acquire, and 
tha hope is yours, 
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Form, the Muſick of his Spheres hangs on 
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O ! quite the contrary, interrupted ſbe, all the; il 
forts I can make to that end are fruitleſs - 
ſtill, ſtill I wich; ſtill, ſtill am guilty in k . 
The Frailties of Nature, reſumed be, cannot! al 
ways be ſubdu'd; but you have not yielded ſo 8 
to their Suggeſtions, as to commit in Fact, W 
in the Theory promiſes ſo exqueſite a Pleaſun 2 

Nor yet, reply'd ſhe, with a. Sigh, but e hay 
not be certain I ſhould have the Power of "8m 
ſiſting my own Wiſhes, did Opportunity an( 
turn'd Affection tempt. Are you then not 
lov'd ? demanded he. Not that I know of, "WW 
turn d ſbe; but if my kinder Stars ſhou'd, in e Tem 
paſſion of my Agonies, make the dear 1 
glow with the fame Impatience, and. ſue 
that which I would die to grant ; inſtruct . Blew" 
Sir, by what Precepts ſtrengthen'd I ſhould chan 
Courage to refuſe, 15 


9 


THE Task wou'd be, perhaps too h 1 


ſaid he, were you in the World; but as you. 3 bi 


here ſecluded from ſo dangerous a trial, the qu 

on is needleſs. Alas I reſumed ſbe, how vi Feste 
did you miſtake my Caſe ! the Nunnery ' g's 
are no defence to me the Charmer of |, 
Soul has free admittance here, -——- he is a K 
the lovelieſt ſure, that ever grae'd the Order, hath 
the Charms that Fancy can invent dwell 1 


Accents, and from his ſhining Eyes unutter 
Love and Pleaſure ſtream.----He is more, 0 _ 
finitely more, than Thought, unknowing | your: 
can reach; ſo raviſhing, ſo divine in all, a with 
man muſt forego her Sex not to doat on him. 
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1 HES E Words confirming” the pretended” 
in what before he had an indiſtinct Ima- 
E tion of, and by the beginning of her Con- 
t. n had been fir'd to wiſh, he was no long- 
% a loſs how to proceed ; and taking no 
er pains to continue his enforc'd Gravity. 
* foreſee indeed, my lovely Daughter, ſaid be, 


it will be difficult for you to keep up to 


x "© Vow : But before I offer any Arguments 
11 able you to withſtand this o'erwhelming 
; "Tent of Paſſion, I muſt be better acquainted 
„ our Soul, and ſee how far, if ſuch a 


cation ſhou'd: ariſe, you will be able of 
if to repulſe, Suffer me then, purſi' d be, 
change Poſtures with you and if it be poſſi- 
imagine me the Man with whom you are 
de | 1 : 5 y | 


Vill endeavour to behave as, tis likely, he 
* wand do where he in my place, and do you 
, wi the ſame Replies to me as you wou'd do 
d n, were he in reality proſtrate at your 


E 


Nrax rv this, he roſe from the Chair, 
Having placed her in it, threw himſelf on 
nees before her, and began to act the part 
taken en him in this manner: Lovelieſt 
Ir Sex %% he, taking one of her Hands 
Iatting it to his Mouth, why will you thus 
elay a Bleſſing which wou'd equal me 
the happieſt of Mankind? You own 


k.. 
V your Nove, and can you ſee me thus torn with 
* Impatience, yet forbear to caſe. err 


ct x : 
x + 4 
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| What cobd my moſt cruel Enemy dor wi 
than raiſe my Expectations, and then delude \*< 
Wiſhes? Oh! be not you thus pityleſs. 4 


 ConsiDE8R, Sir, the Vows by which 
both are bound, (anſeber d ſhe, tranſported 
he fo well underſtood her meaning, and, ha! a 


zen ſo gallant a Method of returning her P(| 
What, what are Vows, reſumed he, in th: 


tender Accent, when raſhly taken, and when 
poſed to Charity? Charity is the nobleſt“ 


the Virtues; and ſure: it is the higheſt C 


to ſave the Life of him who Loves you. 


Believe me, thou divine one, that I cannot 


without you, and where there is ſo abſcl 


neceſſity, all things are excuſable—— Nay ft 
you continue to refuſe my Suit, if Leven? 


the Joy, both Heaven and you wou'd. fur: 


give the boldneſs. 


Wir theſe Words he roſe, and fu #8 
ing her ſuddenly to his Breaſt, began inde! +? 


ſhow himſelf the encouraged Lover, and 
in good earneſt what he had but counter: * 


to deſire in jeſt. 


Tn E amorous Nun threw off Diſſimu: 1 


too, and with unfeign'd Ardours return'd in 
all his Endearments; the eager Longings fc 
Joy ſhe now poſleſsd, gave a double rell 
the Aecompliſhment of it, and the pleaſing 
prize to d himſelf belov'd to ſuch a h 
where leaſt he had expected it, ſerv'd to ad 
the Felicity which he found in the Enjoy" 
of this Charmer, They parted not till nec! 


oblt 
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ed, and not then without a thouſand Vows 
* boch fides of an inviolable Conſtancy. 
eeHARLOTTA being the next he was obliged 
ch viſit, what an alteration did that unhappy 
ay now find in his Behaviour? But he laid 
a 3 blame of his Coldneſs on a ſudden Indiſpoſi- 
, which ſerv'd him alſo as an Excuſe for not 
! g to the other Cells that Day, and therefore 
n e him an opportunity of coming the next, 
- make up his Omiſſions. 
k | | 
+ E found ſo much pleaſure in his Intrigue 
' wth Maria, fo was his laſt Miſtreſs called, that 
): : th&Eould even endure to continue his Diſſi mula- 
t vow with Chariztta, ſince there was no means 
t „ eeeing the one, without the other: But all 
eo gs muſt have their viciſſitude; this Paſſion 
at laſt ſubmitted to the ſame Fate as the 
"former, and he grew as heartily weary of Ma- 
. F164 as ever he had been of Charlotta: but what 
e more than his Satiety made him reſolve to 
threw afide the Fryar, was, that the uneaſineſs of 
rj; th latter of theſe Ladies was now grown to 
ia height, that it was impoſhble for him to 
ber without being influenced by them, -tho” 
uk in the way ſhe deſir'd. 


n ſhort, he had juſt ſo much Good-nature 
would not ſuffer him to be witneſs of a Cala- 
7 which he was reſolv'd not to relieve; . and 
h: i efore acquainting Father Jehan with all that 
a happen'd to him, return'd the Habit which 


N been ſo ſerviceable to his Pleaſures, much 
6 ghtier than it was when he receiv'd it, by 
yi; addition of two hundred Crowns, 


HR 


alt 


 {aret, it was the reflection to what this con 
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HE defired this obliging Hrar alſo, to \ 


Charletta, that he was hurried into the Coun 
by his Father with ſo much expedition, that 


had not time to take his Leave, but that at 


return he would endeavour to do every thing | 
deſired ; and that if Maria, as it was prob 
ſhe would, ask'd any 
young Prieſt who had officiated in his room, | 
he had not to her diſcloſed his real Name, 
Quality) that he ſhould ſay he was remanded h 


by his Provinciate, and had not the liberty 


coming to thank the Abbeſs for the Favour 
received from her.. | 


FATHER Jehan aſſur'd him that he wa 
not fail to execute this Commiſſion with t 


ſame Integrity, as he had done the former on: | 


and Villaret now found an eaſe in getting rid 
his Miftreſles, not leſs delightful, than the N 
tures he enjoy'd at the obtaining them. 


Buer this Tranquility was of as ſhort cor 
nuance as the former tumultuous Joys; the Fr; 
found Charlotta not ſo eaſy to be conſoled w 
had imagin'd : ſhe had diſcover'd herſelf to 
with Child; and if any thing could exceed | 
diſtraction of her Soul for the unkindneſs of 


quence of her indulg'd Paſſion muſt reduce t: 


SHE communicated her Misfortune to F. 
ther Jehan, who was little leſs troubled at 
frighted at it than herſelf: He ſoon impart 
it to Villaret, and never were three People 

* great 


eſtions concerning 
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er Agitations than theſe, though for different 


Re ons. 


* . b77ARLOTT. A dreaded the Shame to which 


WEhould be expoſed, and the enſuing Puniſh-- 
t inflicted on all thoſe who after they are 
oed into the Monaſtery, as guilty of indul- 


2 Defire of the nature hers had been: J 1, 


Fe trembled leſt no other means to gain his 
on for having ſeduced a devoted Maid, ſhould 


ound, than by his marrying her; and the 


not doubting but the Condition ſhe was in, 
bring every thing to light, expected the 
mot-cruel Death, as being aſſiſtant to ſo great a 
Proaphanation of the Holy Order and: Veſtments. 


"Fox ſome days Madneſs and Deſpair itſelf 


q 4 inferior to what they all endured, thro' their 


ve F ear; but the latter of them, prolifick 
in invention, at laſt found out a Method, which, 
if could bring Charlotta to be of his Party, 
ſeenFd to promiſe a deliverance from all theſe. ſo- 


Jjully dreaded Evils. 


| 10 was, to give her a Drink, compoſed of 
and Minerals, of ſo ſtrong a nature, and 
it could not fail of cauſing an immediate 
Mrtion. 


T was with an infinite deal of difficulty he 
i'd on her to ſwallow it; but the Terrors of 
nas Death, to which ſhe knew the Eccleſiaſtick 
W condemn'd her, if diſcover'd, at laſt over- 
| all the Scruples of Conſcience which plead- 
hard within her to fave the innocent unborn. 
uct of her Pleaſure z. and in the preſence of 


* 


ui 


with Pangs ſo terrible, as compell'd her to; OY 


T7) 


him who had adviſed her, ſhe drank the fatal? 
tion to the bottom, 4 10 

H E took his leave of her ſoan after, hay A 
enough for his ſafety ; for he had not leſt 
Monaſtery many Minutes, before ſhe was ſez 4 


. » 
4 - 


out in the moſt vehement manner. 2 
HE R Shrieks preſently alarm'd all that w But 
in the Convent; the Abbeſs herſelf, and "ny 
whole Siſterhood came running to ſee what | 1 
occafion'd them; and in the company of h 3 
all, ſhe fell into a Condition, ſuch as ſufficien feflic 
demonſtrated to thoſe who were not very ig diſco 
rant indeed, what ſhe had been guilty of. Not: TW 
ever equal'd the Trouble and Amazement . 
which the good Abbe/s was invoiv'd at this) "| 
cover. | ID 
" fend 


Tu E love ſhe bore Charlitta, made herr 8 b 


much afflicted that it had been blick, wt: * 
left her now no poſſibility of ſcrec ing her ff. { * 


Juſtice, without bringing an Odiv-m on he. 
and all under her Care. Proper emedies ws  *; Fe 
however, applied for her recovery which was tall 
firſt deſpair'd of; the YHar, through an over- beth 
of rendring what he gave effectua! for his Deir? th 

had mingled too large a quantity of thoſe pernict "pans 
Ingredients, and made it little lets fatal to the ſent 
ther, than the unhappy Infant. 


Tu x Agonies ſhe endur'd, made more d: 
ful yet by the Horrors of her Mind, and the &. 
monſtrances ſhe receiv'd of that extremity © / 
Wretchedneſs to which ſhe was expoſed, prev. al | 

a | . hn 


= L 
en her to reveal every Particular of her Guilt 


Mm MMisfortune. 


nr Abbeſs took her Confeſſion in Writing; 
ich having obliged her to ſet her Hand, ſhe 
it to a Magiſtrate, in order to have Villaret, 
his ſacrilegious Abettor, brought to Juſtice : 
„the good Angel of that Chevalier guarded 
from the Rigour of this threaten'd Fate. 


RIA, as well as the reſt, heard the Con- 
* which Charlatta had made; and by it 
i diſcovering what before ſhe never had the leaſt 
u Tulpigion of, that the lovely Fryar, whom ſhe had 


G 


bw. ſo much pains to engage, was a Youth of 
.1 Quality, and named Villaret; ſhe was for ſome 
_ moments in debate within herſelf, if ſhe ſhould 

bim notice of what was defign'd againſt him, 
„ Orgy continuing filent, ſuffer him to fall into the 
u Snare, as a Puniſhment for concealing any thing 
4% from her, who had made uſe of no Reſerve to 
if ſerve. him. 


oe .&- oO Nature, however, and the remem- 
age of paſt Endearments, at length got the 
of Reſentment, and by a Lay-Siſter, whom 
eie th&Srevail'd on by a Bribe, to deliver it into the 
of ſome Perſon belonging to Villaret, ſhe 

a Billet which contain'd theſe Lines. 


7 43 
SE; 


<> — 8 ” — C 


the f 
([JYFORTHY os you are of any Proj goth 


HVILLAKAT: 


my Friendſbip, I cannot ſuffer you ti "and 

into the Hands of a meraleſs Proſecution wit 60 
giving you warning of the — Blow, ; 

H. 

'TIS needleſs to take up my time with i in mal 

ting Particulars, it ſhall fuffice to tell y 9 
the whole Hiftory of your Amour with Chara 

is by herſelf made known, aud a Teſtimonial oY 

ent to the Preſident, | rely, 


Y OU know the Conſequence if you are ti Nan 
Sacrilege, Prophanation, and Murder art DT 
Crimes alledg'd againſt you. wal 


B E fpeedy ta avoid the Storm, or it wil, fageſ 
heavy on you —— negleft not this Advice, I un 
you, nor delay one moment your Flight to fom:! 7 


of Security, ———— Farewell, wherever yil 
think kiudly of, 


( 67 J | 
of, 


* BzxntRoUs Woman! cd Villaret area 

= ad 245 he read her Letter, for ever ſhall I re- 

9 _ er thee with the moſt grateful Tranſports, -- 
Fbarlotta been of thy Spirit, no Threatnings 


erſuaſions wou'd have oblig'd her to expoſe 
an ſhe lov'd to ruin: But theſe were but 
= Emotions of his Paſſion; when he more 


is own Ingratitude and Breach of Promiſe, 
d not, in ſpite of the Troubles her Con- 
* brought on him, but abſolve her. 
Hz ſpent not much time, however, at preſent 
1 in inating on this Affair, but according to the 
91 ions of Maria, made all imaginable haſte 
a Wed the ill Effects of it; he order d his Horſe 
5 got ready, and taking with him only one 
Servant, on whoſe Fidelity he knew he cou'd 
rely,\Geparted privately from the City, not ac- 


any one Perſon with the Place of his 
id Rodent: F 


Ti = Cares of his own Safety, nevertheleſs, 
im not ſo much, that he forgot that of the 
who for ſerving him was in an equal, if not 
r danger with himſelf; he ſent in ſearch 
er Jehan, deſigning to make him the Com- 
25 of his Flight, and to protect him from the 
pt the offended Brotherhood: But all endea- 
do find him were in vain ; and tho Villa- 
W ſtaying, eminently hazarded himſelf, yet 
ad not be perſuaded to go, till having ſent 
oer he might be expected to be found with- 
eurpcceſs, he imagin'd that having notice of 
8 what 


2h 
you 


ret 
EU: 


. 


what had happen'd by ſome other means, ble 
been before-hand with him in his Eſcape. 1 
ii 

Bur divine Juſtice had not ſo decreed ; #1698 
Wretch, more loaded with Crimes than J. The: 
not having the leaſt Notion that the Potion and ff 
gave Charlotta would have either ſo immedut U di 
ſo violent an effect, prevented the Search te (WW 
cers were about to make for him, by comin 
his own accord into the Monaſtery, having On 
laſt Viſit left a Book behind him: He wis 10 
ſently ſeiz d, and being made ſenſible for f 
Crime, dragg'd to Priſon, there to wait tie Whien 
tence of his Death. her 


Bux to return to Charlotta; that moi 1 
ſerable Creature endured Agonies both of Mes fo 
and Body, infinitely more terrible than al % 
Imagination can figure out.----—To add 1 nl 
Diſtraction, ſhe beheld her Parents, who by Orin 
time were apprized of the whole dreadful I. Guid 
in ſuch a Condition, that to have ſeen the gie * 
on any other ſcore, muſt have crack'd the & chat 


which held her tender Heart: What then! 


ſhe feel in the Knowledge that it was o win , 
herſelf, that it was for her Crimes they ſuf the 
-—-—Every Cry which her afflicted Mother zag 
forth, ſeem'd a Fiend laſhing with Whips of! n 
her guilty Soul; and in her Father's dow! aii 
Looks, contracted Brow, and every now - 3 
then a guſhing Tear forcing its Paſſage fron mp 
aking Eyes ; ſhe read the Vengeance of off! 
Heaven, and the Curſe ſhe had incurr'd for! pal 
ing the hoary Hairs of him who had begot 7 
with Sorrow to the Grave, r dis L 
N ; 1 


uh 1 : 


rr now was hateful to her, She wiſb'd fo 
% the Poet fays, yet durſt not Death endure : 


y, ThegT error of hereafter ſhock'd Apprehenſion, 
0 ade Nature Start. — When the Count 
*. Ur ſolliciting for a Pardon; O ! no, my Lord! 
„e cry, 1 muſt not, cannot live. 
ru es ſuch as mine deſerve not a reprieve, 
nor in bear the Light, preſs'd with this Load 
wp of. + But when any diſcourſe aroſe, 
e whieh ſeem'd to hint that if the former part of 
her Etime, that of her Amour, might find mercy 
in confideration of her Youth, the Promiſes of 


Viller@, and that ſhe had not yet taken the Vow ; 


Vet latter of them, deſtroying by unlawful 
weine, the Product of her guilty Joys, no Fa- 
* youreould alleviate ; ſhe would make anſwer, Of 
* that J am innocent, I knew not that it was a 
2 Crime!; the Wretch appointed for my Spiritual 
he Guideq aſſured me that it was not; it is him, 
c chere, that ought to feel the Puniſhment of 


I | 
. chat * able Deed. 


10 1 | | E truth is, ſhe knew not herſelf what *twas 

A e i'd or hoped ; or rather, ſhe had nothing 

- ie wiſh or hope: She could not bear to live, 
not 


ne t to die; the Apprehenſions of both were 
ur ait erridle, both equally dreadful to ſuſtain, 


r till tender Father labour'd inceſiantly, 

wer, to procure her Pardon, offering the 
Remainder of his little Fortune to be dif- 
of in Charitable Uſes, as an Attonement for 


U. w 


0! | poſe 
"i 


K Daughter's Crime ; but the one appear'd either 
great to be paſs'd oyer, or the other too ſmall 
332 £5 
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= 1 
ts be accepted, and the unhappy Tranſgreſſo i 
doom'd to that Death commonly inflicted in june 
Caſes, which is, of being buried alive. bells 


y if 


THE Perſon appointed to bring her thi 8 
News, loth to diſcharge his Truſt, began vit 
forming her of how great a Conſideration be mew 
ther was held in Court; how much the Ju 
commiſerated his Misfortune ; and with wi ga 
Zeal and Earneſtneſs her Caſe was pleaded, os 


HE dwelt ſo long on this Theme, tha ht 
not doubted but her Pardon was fign'd; Behz 
the Reflections what a lorig Series of Shame, (% 
tempt, and Remorſe, ſhe was to undergo in! 
made her cry out, Oh! I will never e 
it; the moſt terrible of all Deaths would e 

eithe 


ſevere than ſuch a Life of Woe. 


MAN x more Exclamations did ſhe ſend 125 


of the like Nature, teſtifying her deteſtatic 

living, till the Mont, who had occaſion“ "a 
Miſtake, interrupted her, by ſaying, I rejot nf 
find in you this willingneſs to die, fince not al noi 
Pleadings of your Friends, nor the Inclir: ghaf 
which the Judges had to preſerve you, cou: 
far ſubvert the Law, as to obtain Pardon i 
Crime of the Nature yours is. as 


Y ov muſt prepare for Death, Charlotta, gif 


ſued he, and that within three Days. Not «| all 


Hatred ſhe had expreſs'd for Life, equald ug 
Horror with which ſhe now heard {he " white 
reſign it; ſhe accuſed the Severity of the yang 
taxed the Judges with Cruelty, and even ac 
her Father of being deficient in his Solliciti? b 


Sy 
N 
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fog 6 | ſuch Teſtimonies of Deſperation in all her 
and Actions, that none who faw her, but 


ux truly pious Men were appointed to rea- 
ith her on this Subject; and by their Argu- 
be and Admonitions, ſhe was at laſt brought 
JS State of more Moderation: And when 
Wime arrived to put a Period to her Woes, 
Wfcr'd herſelf to be put down alive into her 
with a Courage, which could not have 
pected from the Irreſolution of her former 
nr. 


' © trance this young Lady had been fo wret- 
i met the Death decreed for him with leſs, 
eit of Fortitude, or Reſignation ; and died un- 
pitied, unlamented, a Spectacle only of Horror 


nd and Deteſtation. 

a 90 

n CLAN ET, who in his retirement had been 
e infernd of all that paſs'd, perceiving there was 


al no urning in ſafety, embark'd in the firſt Ship 
n e ert the Port. 


paſs d ſome Vears in Travelling, alleviating 
2 ch as poſſible, the memory of this unhappy 
Catophe of his Amour, by obſerving the 
dient Manners and Cuſtoms of foreign Courts; 
ich time his Father, the Marquiſs De Vi:®- 
1's refg@mploy'd in ſolliciting a Pardon for his Son; 
e  whith, being a Man of more than common In- 
e U he at laſt obtain'd. 


t21 "0 Bu r 
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e en 1 


Bur though this lovely Ruiner eſcaped the and 
tence of the Law, he was not long pern ne 
to triumph in the Miſchiefs which his ind 
deſire had cauſed, =. 
4 what 

T xx Count and Counteſs De Sumes, vt 
both dead of no other Diſeaſe than Grief fo; oF 
diſhonour of their Family, and loſs of a bedꝰ 
Child; but they left behind 'em a Son, W 1ꝛn Ti 
ſolv'd to revenge their common Injuries, if ry Wl 
Villaret came back. moſt 

on th 

ACCcoRDINGLY he no ſooner heard of Po 

oung Lord's being landed, than he went tor 
. and provoking him to fight, animated M. 
the extremeſt Rage, he flew him on the + Wa 
but was immediately taken by ſome Paſſer: ce 
who happen'd to come that way. " 


— 


H E attempted not to deny, nor extenuate , A 
Fact, but boldly own'd, that what he had «Os 
were it again to do, he would fly to act Braz 
the ſame vehemence as before. then, 


AN D being condemned to die, ſuffer'd the Jen th 
ecution of his Sentence with the ſame Court 7 
he had incur'd it; ſaying, He look'd on hin® A 
as the Inſtrument of Divine Juſtice, in puri! 
one, who tho' a Rebel to all Laws, both Hur 
and Sacred, had been preſerved by partial Fat | 
and that the Death he was now about to rect 
was his Glory, not his Shame. 


THE magnanimity of his Behaviour, 4 
Tears from almoſt all the Spectators Eyes; * il 
F ol 


— — 


: 


+ [ 13 ] 
en thoſe moſt nearly allied to Villaret by Blood 
Fand Friendſhip, who had the leaſt ſpark of Ge- 
nne, pitied ſo brave a Man. 
lu; 8 
"MrcoLD! continued the Spirit of Almajue, 
a Scene of Blood and Ruin, the giving way 
yt criminal Paſſion brought on the Theatre 
or of N World. 


clo 

bo T o noble Families reduced to all the Miſe- 

if ry Wlaginable, by the eternal loſs of what was 
mot Far to them, and an irremovable Stain caſt 
on the Eſcutcheons, to the ſhame even of their 

of Poe y whole Ages hence. 


ON 
ed! 


MEX y thoſe who yet are free, take timely 

> 5 by their Fate, and thereby ſhun the Vi- 

or; CES O81 aret and Charltta, if they would avoid 
their Mixforrunes. 


late. A $ Me was proceeding in this uſeful Exhorta- 
tion, the Bird of Day proclaim'd the God's ap- 


+ proach and obliged her to break off. Swift 
then s Thought, ſhe glided from the Chamber, 
and ring into the Air, mingled with the Troops 

tte OF Nes, who, like herſelf, are doom'd to wan- 

urs dder the Gloom of Night, and ſhun the Beams 
lire e chearing Phebus, 

unt 
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Fav. 

rec Ihe End of the Second Part. 


E FART 


is this; the one takes pleaſure i 
poſing thoſe Failings in and 
which either through Fear, or: 
9» © of Opportunity, ſhe indulges n 


herſelf ; the other bluſhes to think that ay . 

| her Sex ſhould behave in a manner which ca! al 
1 rit Blame, and grie ves that all Women are ne N 
4 fortified with Virtue and Diſcretion.— Tt al 
f dy to whom the Spirit of Almajue gave this W ) 
4 nal Intelligence, felt a pleaſure in know ul 
8 Weakneſs of thoſe who pretend even to the ti: 
. Virtue ; which the other by Intuition beings 
; ſenſible of, fail'd not the ſucceeding Night to Va 
her as before, and entertain'd her in the fol“ 
N manner. anc 
if fig 
| Per 


Bb Hifory of DE LA VEIRE 


LOVISA DE SOISSONS. 


P. E Counts De la Jeire and Soiſſons, 
lot SJE were not more beloved by the gene- 
rel Bs rality of Mankind, than they were 
and. MCs D bated by each other: An old Grudge, 


| Heavens know how many Ages paſt, 
si! * having happen'd between the Families, 
an i banded down from Generation to Generation, 
n Amade, as it were, a part of their Inheritance; 
not: Wide Heir Males of the Houſe of Soiſſons being 
Th ag uttrely extinct, the Count having no other 


_ d than one Daughter, and by his great Age, 
yin eiring of any more, the amiable Loviſa, ſo ſhe 
en call'd, was to inherit the vaſt Poſſeſſions apper- 
ing! ing to that noble Family. The Count De la 
at to had one Son, who was eſteemed by all who 
collor him, the moſt accompliſh'd Man of the Age; 


often had the Friends, on both fides, endea- 
d to put an end to ſo unreaſonable an Animo- 
by propoſing a Match between thoſe two young 

ons, who were in every thing conformable to 


AC Other ; their Eſtates were equal, ſo were their 
E 2 Ages, 
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Ages, ſaving only the De la Veire had the advan- 


tage of about three Vears. 


TA E Perfections both of their Minds and Bo- 
dies, made them ſeem as tho* ordain'd by Heaven 
to be united in the ſtricteſt Ties, both being ſupe- 
rior in Merit to the reſt of their Sex, and worthy 
only of each other: But the old Gentleman could 
not be brought to be of this Opinion; Soiſſans could 
ſee nothing agreeable in De la Veire, nor De laVeirt 
in Loviſa, 


As yet theſe two lovely Perſons had never ſeen 
each other; young De la Veire having been for ſome 
Years on his Travels, and Loviſa in a diſtant City, 


where ſhe was placed for the advantage of her Edu 
cation, (her Mother being dead,) with an old Lady Þ 


ſomething related to her. 


TH E x arrived much about the ſame time 
at the reſpective Houſes of their ſeveral Fathers, 
and were no ſooner welcom'd home, than the 
inveterate Hate with which theſe Families re- 
garded each other, was ſhown in their endeavours 
10 cultivate the ſamein their Poſterity ; perhaps, too, 
they took a more than ordinary care in inſpiring this 
Averſion into the Minds of theſe Heirs, becauſe being 
of different Sexes, there appear'd a greater danger of 
their degenerating from it. 


THE R E was all imaginable Caution alſo uſed 
to prevent them from meeting; the Count De 
Soiſſons ſuffer d Loviſa but rarely to ſtir abroad, and 
De la Veire forbad his Son to have any Converſation 
with the Friends or Acquaintance of De * 

a 1 


/ 


tion 
us. 


Ts 


_— 
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| 'Tis not impoſſible but that theſe Forbiddings rais'd 
a Curioſity in the Mind of young De la Veire to have 
Ja view of this fair Enemy; but whether it was to 


that, or any other Motive, is uncertain ; but a very 


little time gave proofs that he was reſolute to diſo- 


bey his Father in this Point. 


INSTEAD of ſhunning the Places where he 


might expect to ſee her, he was ſcarce ever from 
them. The inceſſant Railings he heard againſt this 


Lady, and at the ſame time, the Fears which the 


old Count expreſs'd, leſt at any time he ſhould ſes 


ber, made him imagine there was ſomething more 


than ordinary to be found in her, and gave him a de- 


fire, which if nothing had been ſaid in oppoſition 
do it, might probably never have roſe in his Mind. 


A L L his Endeavours to convince himſelf, being 


hitherto unſucceſsful, he began to grow cooler in 
the purſuit, nor continue in the ſearch of Impoſſi- 
bilities. As he had juſt taken this Reſolution, hap- 
pening to be abroad one Evening, as he was return- 
ing home pretty late, he thought he heard the 
Shrieks of a Perſon in ſome diſtreſs, a little diſtance 
from him: The Voice was Female, and Compaſſi- 
on and Generoſity exciting in him an eagerneſs v 
offer what Relief was in his Power, he ran with 
all poſſible ſpeed to the Place whence the Noiſe pro- 
ceeded. He had not paſſed many Streets, before at 
the end of one which led to the great Road, he 
ſaw a Coach, in which were two Women, and a 
confuſed Skirmiſh about it of ſeveral Men, two of 


which appear'd to be Gentlemen, and the reſt Ser- 
vants. | 
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THe diſorder in which they fought, joined to | & 
the Gloom of the Night, rendred it impoſſible for! 
him to diſtinguiſh which part to take, till one of the? 
Fellows cry'd, Join your Aſſiſtance, I beg you, Sir; 
my Lady is ſtop'd in her Coach by theſe Gentle- 
men, who would carry her away. 


AN p before theſe words were well pronounc'd, 
one of the Women thruſting herſelf as far as poſ- Þ 7 
{ible out of the Coach, added to his Information,, 
He tells you truth, Sir; therefore if you have Ho- 
nour, defend me from theſe Raviſhers. Now no! 
Jonger doubting on whom he ſhould turn his Sword, 
he attack'd the Gentlemen with ſo much fury, that! 
his Courage re-enimating thoſe of the defenſive Par- 


ty, they were in a few Moments obliged to quit the ; 


Place, venting a thouſand Curſes on the Author of! 
their Diſappointment. . The Servants, who had ſo Þ * 
bravely fought in defence of their Miſtreſs, now out 
of reſpect to their unknown Aſſiſtant, drew back, and 
gave him liberty to approach the Coach, 


*T w © U LD be needleſs to repeat the Retributi- 
ons made him by the Perſons he had ſo timely ſuc- 
cour'd ; *tis eafy to imagine they were infinitely ob- 
liging, and ſuitable to the Occaſion : but the Praiſ- 
es given him by the one, had an effect vaſtly diffe- 
rent from thoſe of the other. 


THE Sweetneſs of her Voice, the agreeable 
Manner in which ſhe expreſs'd herſelf, enchanted 
his very Soul, and turn'd it all into Attention, till 
ſomeLights unexpectedly hap'ning to come by, diſ- 
coyer'd to his admiring Eyes a Form ſo full of Beau- 

28 by, 
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y, Eyes ſo commanding, and withal fo languiſh- 
Ing, a Mouth made up of Charms, the moſt daz- 
Jing Complection that Nature ever gave; and all 
this Pomp of Lovelineſs, adorn'd with a Blaze of 
Dewels, and every Aid of Art; the Delights of 
Hearing gave way to thoſe of Sight, he cou'd have 
gaz d for ever unwearied on ſuch an Object. 


No x all his Travels had preſented him with one 
Ho raviſhing, ſo bewitching. — The Servants took 
this opportunity of rekindling their Flambeaux, 
© which in the late Scuffle they had thrown down, and 
were extinguiſhed, and he had the full opportunity 


of contemplating every Perfection of this Won- 


der of her Sex. The Rapture he was in, did 
not, however, make him forgetful of what was ow- 

ing to Good Manners, or might be advantages to 
ö his future Wiſhes. 


ArrER having been inform'd by her, that the 


{7 Perſons who ſet upon her, were utterly unknown to 
her; nor that ſhe could not have gueſs'd at their 


| Deſigns, had not one of them told her, he had long 

| had a Paſſion for her, who deſpairing to gratify by 

fair means, he had recourſe to Force; he made 
| ſome little Comments on the Dangers to which La- 
dies, when poſleſs'd of Beauty to that eminent de- 
! gree ſhe was, were expos'd, in travelling withouta 
: ſufficient Guard; he entreated ſhe would permit him 
do attend her home, it not being impoſſible, as he 
ſaid, but that the Villains might make a ſecond At- 
| tempt, 


i% 2 


SHE was far from denying this Requeſt ; ſhe ra- 


ther look'd on it as an Addition to the Obligations 
the 
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the had already received from him, and order'dy 


: - 
9 


Servant immediately to open the Coach- door; whidd 


being done, and he placed in it on the oppoſite ſide} * 


he felt a pleaſure which no Tongue is able to de- 


cribe, in being ſo near her, till endeavouring toexprei} i 
her Gratitude for the Service he had done, ſhe hay 
pen'd to fay, I am wholly unable, generous Str i 


ger, to thank you as I ought, but Iam ſatisfied th 
Count De Soifſons will omit nothing to teſtify hi 
Senſe of the Kelief you have afforded to his Daug}: 
ter in ſuch an Exigence. 


HA Þ ſhe look'd in the Face of De la Vere n 
ſhe ſpoke this, ſhe would have perceived an alters 
tion which doubtleſs would have much amaz'd her, 
The mention of that Name was like to have mad 


him drop motionleſs from his Seat; but recoverim 


himſelf as much as he was able, and hoping he hal 
miſtook her words; the Count De Soiſſons! Madan, 
cry'd he, did you ſay the Count De Soiſſons was your 


Father? Yes, Sir, replied ſhe, I am that happy Wo- 


man who can boaſt I have a Father, whoſe Ten. 
derneſs and Love for me will make him look on my 
deliverer as the Guardian Angel of his Family, ant 


2 
£ 
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to the utmoſt extent of his Power, endeavour to 


diſcharge the mighty Debt of Gratitude we owe 
YOu. 


AL a s! Madam reſumed be ſadly, you are no- 
thing indebted to me ; I have done no more than 


in the like caſe, nor do I deſire any Retributions from 
the Count De Soifſons, 


what any Man of common Honour muſt have done 
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THESE words, and the manner in which 


Sprightlineſs with which he had at firſt entertain'd 
er, extremely ſurpriz'd her ; but ſhe had no time 
to preſs for an Explanation ; they were now at the 
Poor of her Father's Houſe, which being open'd, ſhe 
ntreated her Defendant to accompany her in, but 
he excuſed himſelf in theſe terms: Permit me, Ma- 

dam, /aid he, to deny myſelf the pleaſure of any far- 
ther Converſation this Night. 


Tus with an infinite regret I quit you, but ſome- 
thing has happen'd which will not ſuffer me to obey 
my Inclinations.----You will, perhaps, continued he 
with a Sigh, hereafter be acquainted with the Rea- 
ſons of my ſeeming Rudeneſs. Giveme leave, 
however, reſumed /he, to know the Name of him 
to whom I owe my ſafety. 


FROM that alſo, anfwer'd he, I muſt entreat 
to be excuſed ; as the little I have done requires not 
a return, I beg it may not be repeated. But be- 
lieve me, Madam, ( with theſe Wards kiſſing her 
Hand) that whatever I am, I muſt be your Ado» 
4 Ter. 


H E had no ſooner pronounc'd the laſt ſyllablo, 


| Eyes made after him, it had been of little leſs ſervice 
than the Night. 


| 1 wont into the Houſe ſo much perplexed 
* her mind at the latter-part of his Behaviour, that 
| N ſne 
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| than without ſtaying for a reply, he went fo haſtily 
| away, that had the Day befriended the Search her 
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ſhe knew not what to do. The Count hex 
Father was then abroad, but as foon as he came 
home, ſhe related to him all that had befallen her, 
concealing only the paſſionate Air of the laſt Ex. 
preſſion which the agreeable Unknown had mad: 
to her at taking leave. 


TE Count De Soiſſons, who was a Man cf 
ready Apprehenſion, and had ſeen De la Veire at 
ſeveral publick Places ſince his Arrival, from the 
Deſcription his Daughter gave of him, and the ſud- 
den Change of his Behaviour, at being told her 
Name, preſently imagin'd it was no other than 
he; and look'd on it as the extremeſt Malice of hi 


Stars, that ſhe had been indebted for her Preſervati- 


on to the Man, who, of all the World, was moſt 
hateful to him, 


PERCEIvinG, however, that Zoviſa was 
wholly in the Dark, he was willing to keep her ſo, 
and reyeaPd not a word of his Suggeſtions to her; 


but tho” he was filent, the diſcontent with which he 


Teceiv'd the News of her Eſcape, and the little 
Gratitude he expreſs'd, or deſire of knowing the 
Perſon to whom ſhe had been ſo much oblig'd, was 
ſufficient to make her know there was ſome My ſte- 
ry in it; but what it was, as yet ſhe was not able to 
fathom, any more than ſhe was for what reaſon 2 


Man who had done her ſo fignal and meritorious a 
- a Service, ſhould at the fame time declare himſelf 


her Lover, and yet refuſe either to continue in her 
Preſence, or let her know who he was, 


T res! 
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Ts Tarts x things gave her ſo much trouble, that 
e had little repoſe that Night. Her deliverer 

Ind appear'd fo lovely in her Eyes, that ſhe could 

Hive been pleas'd to have known he ador'd her, if 

he cou'd alſo have been inform'd that ſhe might al- 

Pw him to do ſo without a Bluſh, ſhe cou'd there- 
bre form no other Conjecture, than that being con- 


Fious of Unworthineſs, either through a deficiency 
$f Birth or Fortune, he had not dar'd to declare him- 


Fl. 


ver why /aid ſbe, ſhou'd any of thoſe wants 
have deter'd him? *Tis only vulgar Souls that 
Jove for Intereſt, Be his Deſert or Eſtate never 


ſo ſmall, mine are ſufficient to exalt the Man I 


would make happy. - He has all the perſonal 
Perfections that can adorn Mankind, an 1 So 
Wit and good Breeding ; nor can I doubt of his Ho- 
hour and Generoſity, after what he has done for me. 
He therefore knows not my Humour, or if he 
Jus lov'd, would not conceal himſelf from me. 


= In this manner did ſhe argue with herſelf, all 


the Night long condemning thoſe Scruples which 
* imagin'd had deprived her of the ioſt agreea- 
ble Man in the World. 


; Bu r with the Night theſe Cogitations yaniſh- 


ed, and gave way to others of a different kind: De 
| {a Veire, who had been able to taſte the Sweets of 


that he had conceal'd himſelf, now reſolv'd to tempt 


| the certainty of his Fate, and early the next morn- 


ing 


| Sleep no more than ſhe, in love to madneſs, and 
little hopeful of ſucceeding in that Love, repenting 
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ning ſent her, by a truſty Hand, whom he kun 
he could conhde in, the following Lines, | 


— 


— . 


To the moſt Adorable LO VIS Ad 
SOISSONS. 


A & the Service I was laſt Night Jo happy to do jn 

was before I knew for whom, I have ſince n 
ider d that the concealing my Name after the diſcouny * 
of yours, might make you think I repented what hi 
happen'd, and was leſs pleas d to have it in my Pa 
er to oblige Loviſa, than any other of her Sex, 


BUT, Madam, very different were my Res. 
fons, — I was fſhack'd, indeed, to find you the Daugh. 
ter of the Count De Soiſſons, but it wes not becau} 
T had reſcued her from the Hands of Raviſbers, bit 
becauſe I was. poſſe/s'd with a Paſfion for her, whit 
from the firſt moment of its entrance into my Soul, | 
knew would be unvanquihable, and the Conſequentt 
of which I had a Thouſand Cauſes to fear, muſ 
only be Deſpair and Miſery, 


I know myſelf in every degree unworthy the Apecli- J 
ans of the Divine Loviſa ; but, Oh! did partial 
Love conſent to favour me, and even your Inclinations 
go hand in hand with mine, what hope has the Son if 
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De la Veire, ever to obtain the Daughter of the Coung 


De Soiffons! — It was this, Madam, which made 
nne tremble to diſcloſe my ſelf. 


IT was this which forced me from your preſence, 


and would not ſuffer me io cancel the little Obligation 
ou feem'd to think your ſelf under to your unknown De- 
$ liverer, by acquainting you it was from the Enemy of 
our Houſe that you receiv'd it, —- Pardon the Ex- 
© preſſion ; I mean, whom: you have been bred to look up- 
Sor as ſuch; for I now renounce ſuch Precepts, and 
3 proteſt that if the Hate between our Families is to by 


3 entail d with the Inheritance, I will ſooner ſuffer mine 


to be cut M, than purchaſe Riches at ſo dear a rate. 


BUT, O! I cannot flatter my fond Hope fo far as 


| grain of yours in favour of the unhappy De la Veire. 


* . — 


n 


on / 


the other was my portion. 
' Pity, on my wrerched Stat“; and tho I dare not 


Jam umworthy of creating ſuch a Change; and it 
would be the higheſt Vanity to expect from your meer 
Compaſſion alone, that effeft which all the Charms of 
Nature join'd to work on me, — Dreadful Refletti- 
- Fate to ſevere ! Love and Deſpair 
took Birth almoſt at the ſame time within me. 


Ino ſooner began to feel the one, than I alſo knew 
Oh ! think with 


think 


[86] 


think of being loud, permit me to imagine I have ny | © 
by this Confeſſion more incurr d your Hatred, and 
that you are leſs an Enemy to the Perſon then the 
Name of, 


Your Everlaſting, and 
moſt Paſſionate Adorer, 


the Unhappy 


„ DELAVYEIRI. 


P. S. Charity is allnved to be the nobleſt Virtut 
Humanity can boaſt ; and ſure it can be no breach 
Duty to eafe the Tortures of my bleeding Heart, by 
one Line of my Commiſeration, M it be true that yit 
0 ade pardon d this Preſumption, and are not diſplea. 
1 fed to find a Lover in @ Family, which has fo long 
declared it ſelf at variance with yours. 


| SURPRIZE, and the moſt profound Aſtoniſh- Þ *? 
| * ment, at the firſt reading this Letter, left no room 
| for any other Emotions neither reſentment nor Ten- 
e derneſs had power to operate for ſome Moments, 
a but when Recollection reſtor'd her to herſelf, and 
ih ſhe could calmly deliberate on theſe Affairs, though 


| 

= ſhe griev'd to find the only Man in the World who 

* | had the ſecret to pleaſe her, was he who of all the 

: World, Duty moſt bid her hate; he, who =_ 
er 


1 
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Fer Infancy ſhe had been taught to abhor ; yet did 
he joy to find him of an equal Birth counterbalance 
u other Conſiderations; and ſhe was more ſatis- 
bed to find her lover was a Man of Quality, than fhe 
Sas troubled to know he was the Object of her 
Fathers Hate. 


# SHE was, however, a long time debating 
Fvithin herſelf if ſhe ſhould ſend any Anſwer to his 
Letter or not. Pride ſuggeſted to her, that to 
Have triumph'd in this manner over the ſworn Ene- 
my of her Houſe, ought to be the Summit of her 
Ambition; but the more prevailing Softneſs of her 
bew Defires, would not ſuffer her to let a Man fo 
Tharming, ſo perfectly form'd to attract a Woman's 
Fondeſt Wiſhes, endeavour to cure himſelf of a 
Hopeleſs Paſſion, 


SH E reſolv'd therefore to write, and in this 
anner it was that the Tenderneſs which Love 
inſpir'd, got the better of her more natural Haugh- 
tineſs of Soul, and compell'd her to confeſs it, 


4. 
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To the worthy DE LA VEIRE 


w HEN I conſider that to one of the Fayii 

of the De la Veires I am about to write, Shan 
and the daily Remonſtrances I have never to think 1 
any of that Name, but with the utmoſt deteſtatin, 
makes me ready to thraw away my Pen, accuſe myſil 
of the moſt criminal Condeſcenſion, and reſolve to ſoup Þ 
a Guilt, which, if Heaven will forgive, I am tf 
certain, he who on Earth is the diſpoſer of my Fats 
never would be brought to do. 


BUT when I conſider, that it is to the Guardin 
of my Honour, my Protector, my Champion, ani 
my brave Defender, I cannot, nay, I dare not, be | 
wngrateful as to refuſe any Demonſtrations, which an 


in my Power to give, of the Senſe I have of what 
has done for me. 


O ! De la Veire! but / will not call you by thi 
Name; my Deliverer, greatly has your late Servit 
won upon my Soul, yet do nat think it is to that alin 
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that our ſtern Fathers were as inclinable to end 
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are indebted for this Epiſtle ; no, you have Merits 
$:ch even in ſpite of my Natural Reſerve, I muſt ac- 
$:9w/edge, ſhould force from me this Teftimony of my 
$-/ceptibility. 


I ds not bluſh to make you this Confeſſion, becauſe 
$:cording to the preſent late of my Affairs, 'tis the 
/ Recompence I can afford for all the Numberle/s 
Poligations you have conferr'd upon me. 


I could wiſh, nay, will own to you, that nothing 
n this fide Heaven would give me ſo much pleaſure, 


Ve too long maintain d a Quarrel of their Anceſtors. 
| But ſuch a hope were vain, at leaſt, on my 
pde. However, F my refuſing to be any longer fway'd 
Y Precepts ſo contrary to Reaſon and to Fuſtice, may 
Herd you any Satisfattion, be aſſured that T ſincerely 
renounce them, and that the Name of De la Veire 
Pall henceforward never be diſagreeable to the Ears 


#// 5 
The Otlged, - 


LOVISA, 


P. 8. 


1901 


P. S. If you take any pleaſure in this diſtant Cy 
verſation, it never ſhall be broke off on my ſide. 
but be careful by what hands you ſend your Letter; 
nor cenſure as the Levity of Nature what is realht 
Efect of Meditation, and a true Senſe of your Deſe 
and the Obligations I have to you. 


| 
n 


De la Veire muſt have been as much an Enen 
to his own Tranquility, as he was really, the co 
trary, not to have been perfectly ſatisfied with ſur 
a Letter; the Contents of it were far beyond u 
his utmoſt Hopes could have flatter'd him vid 
Nothing could be more encouraging; no Won 
could have writ with greater Tenderneſs ; and, a. 
her Letter had not enough explain'd her kinder Sy 
timents, ſhe adds a Poſtſcript, which, as it were, d 
fires he will continue to ſend to her. 


Sn E expreſſes little Chagrin at the Enmity b 
tween their Houſes, but an Infinity of Pleaſunif 
that ſhe had made a Friend of her Foe. 


Py 
LA__ of 


IN the whole, there was not one word whit 
could give him the leaſt Shadow of an Uneaſineß 
nothing but what flatter'd his Paſſion ; and he i 
ready not doubted, but at the Deceaſe of their P. 
_— he ſhould be as happy as Love could mai 

im. 


7 


HE fail'd not to Write to her again tt 
next Day, nor ſhe to return him an Anſw 
which was no way damped thoſe Expectations i 


firſt had rais'd, The following one till teſtites 
ag! 


een 


N ; 
ant Cu Poth fides, a deſire of a nearer Converſation, and 


ing could be more tender than their mutual 
e. 


Letter; 


real u 1 s fed, indeed, the Lover's Hopes, but it in- 
* DeſriBers'd his impatience ; he cou'd not bear to Love, 
be thus beloy'd, yet continue at this cruel Di- 
ee. Beſides, he thought it might give her oc- 
Enem hon to diſtruſt either his Wit or Sincerity, if he 
he cor pted not a further Gratification of thoſe De- 
th fs which as yet ſhe had no Teſtimonials of, but 
1d u VV ords. 

n wit 

Nom: E therefore reſolved, by ſome Means or other, 
nd, a ain an Opportunity of confirming by Word 
ler Mouth, what he had ſo often aſſured her of by 
ere, M ters, and by running ſome imminent Hazard, 
vince her that his Love was in reality, as fervent 
e had deſcribed it. 

uty bled 

> * \FTER many fruitleſs Projections in what 
Inner he ſhould bring what he deſired about, he 


Haſt pitch'd on one which ſeem'd feaſible enough. 


ct 

bs As the Poſſeſſions he was to inherit were ex- 
he Mmely large, and his Father no way involved in 
eir Pt, this Darling of his Soul had the Command 
ma what Money he pleas'd : He therefore laid out 
Sarge Sum in the purchaſe of a parcel of Jewels, 
Weemed the fineſt in the Kingdom, which at the 
| tl ſEccale of a celebrated Lady of the firſt Quality, 
re expoſed to Sale. 


1ſwet, 


1 he 4 
ale As ſoon as he had them in his Poſſeſſion, he 


aa ocured himſelf a plain, grave Habit, and dreſs d 
| in. 


Whole Stock 


bee 
in that, with his Box of Jewels under his A 


not to be known for the gay Heir of rich DM 
Feire, he went to the Houſe of the 1 


av 


4 


Saiſſons, where deſiring to ſpeak with the Won 
of the young Lady, and telling her his Buſy 

was to ſhow her ſome very fine Jewels, whit 
the way of Merchandize he had bought, wa Wn 
her immediately introduced to the Preſence of 


viſa, 


H x choſe an Hour in which Ladies are el 
rally free from Company, and finding her ent 
diſengag'd, was reſtrain'd only by the Preſence 
the Perſon who had conducted him into the Ro 
from throwing himſelf at her Feet, reſolving, 
poſſible, to have a Moment to himſelf : Howe 
as he ſhew'd her the Jewels, preſenting her wil 
one which was wrapp'd in a Paper: See he 
Madam, /aid he, the moſt Rich and Rare of vii 


SHE no ſooner caſt her Eyes upon it, than (lM 
faw her own Hand-writing, in a Letter to D: 
Wire ; and immediately turning to him, and lad 
ing on him with more Attention than ſhe had dat 
while ſhe believed him a Merchant, ſhe knew hin 
and in a Moment recollecting what it was he t 
pected from her, ſhe ſent her Woman out of t 
Room, under the Pretence of fetching ſomethin 


ſhe wanted; and as ſoon as ſhe was gone, preveil 
ing what he was about to ſay, Oh! why too «Wa 
venturous De la Veire, ſaid ſhe, have you taken "hl 
dangerous a Method to ſee me? Should either youll 
Father, or mine be appriz'd of this Viſit, it wou 
tnfallibly put a Stop to all future CorreſpondenF 

between 
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een us. —— Ah! Madam, anfer'd he, how 


his Ao Love and Prudence agree ? And how 
ch DB fible is it to have any Regard to Danger, 
_ Wn Loviſa is in Queſtion, 

N 


Vn 4 T avails the dull Conſiderations of Duty, 
Breſt, or Fortune, when compared to that of the 
ng I this happy Moment enjoy. 


By Heaven, were there no other Fears but 
It might happen on my own account, I would 
are myſelf no more the Son of Count De la 


p , and openly avow my Adoration : But even 
_ bpurſued he, with a Sigh, would not prevail on 


Ir inexorable Father; and if the Hatred of Fa- 

ies is now ſufficient to debar me from all hope of 

encouraging my Suit, much leſs would he vouch- 

to liſten to a Man without Friends, Title, or 
ate, to countenance his Pretenfions. 


wer 
er vl 
ee he 
> of N 
E T us therefore wait, ſaid /he, till Time ſhall 
duce ſome alteration of Affairs for the advantage 


than (i dur Love. 
De 


1d hu doubt not of your Conſtancy, be you as ſecure of 

ad dude; and be aſſured that when without inevitable 

ye. Win to us both, I can declare my Love, I dare as 
en 


7 Ich in the purſuit of it, as De la Veire can do. 

of li 
nel ver till then, both of us, J hope, have too 
revel Sch Friendſhip mingled with our Paſſion, to wiſh 


00 0 inflict Miſt ; | 
aken i 1 y. ; ery, where we would give only 
er you 


woll 4 
nden 


etweel | 


You 
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Y x T blame me not, reſumed he, for thi 
tempt, to feed my famiſh'd Eyes with the figh 
thoſe Perfections which have enflav'd my Sou 


Yo u ſee I have uſed Caution, nor can I v 
known in this Diſguiſe. Too well, reply 
bluſhing, J am already acquainted with the Ty 
of Love, to wonder at what you have done; 
did my Sex's Modeſty aſſiſt Diſcretion, I ni 
perhaps, have run all Riſques to ſee my I); 
ere, 


Bur do not, purſued /be, preſume ſo fi 
this Confeſhon, as to tempt Fate by any ful 
Attempts. 


Ir you love Loviſa, you will fear to |} 
ven that little of her, you enjoy in her 
ders. 


* z rw = a, 2 A _ # we a £7 


THE Noiſe her Woman made in con 
through the Gallery, to which this Chamber jo! 
prevented her from ſaying more; and he had d 
Time to ſnatch a Kiſs of her Hand, before 
Entrance of that unwelcome Interrupter, 


As ſoon as ſhe came into the Room, le! 
into her Hand two of the fineſt Jewels he 
brought, telling her ſhe muſt lay them up for! 
Lady, ſhe having bought them of him. 


a > > wo: Pc or HE T3 


Fain would Loviſa have oppoſed acceptin? 
rich a Preſent, but durſt not, for fear of diſco! 


ing the Truth; and perhaps, never Loyer tod 
a 


_ es too os a. cd .- — 


1951 


ore gallant Manner of teſtifying his Generoſity 
Wn did De la Veire, at once preventing her either 
m refuſing, or confeſſing an Obligation, 


SHE was, however, a little diſorder'd at ſo un- 


** Wpcctcd a Teſtimony of his Affection, and with 
the peeviſh Air, Bring this wicked Jeweller to me 
done. more. aid be to her Loman, he has compell'd 
In 25 it were, to take thoſe Toys off his Hands, 
my at the ſame Time ſhews me more valuable 


Pes, which are not in my Power to make my 
I. 


II am certain, Madam, anfwer'd ſbe, he can 
ve brought you nothing which my Lord the 
ount would deny you the Purchaſe of, if he 
ew you had the Fancy for them. No, /aid 
viſa, it does not ſuit my Convenience at this 
Time to have them, 


I ſhall not diſpoſe of them, Madam, cry'd the 


L cu ended Merchant, if you pleaſe to aſſure me 
** 1 u think em worthy the wearing, I will pre- 
- 12 "Wr ve them till you think fit to ſend. I ſhall conſi- 
tor: Nr of it, pa bon /he, ſmiling, but would not 


ave you keep them to your Prejudice. That I 
Ennot fear, rejoin'd he, from a Lady of your 
oocdneſs and Generoſity. 


WIr u theſe Words he made a low Congee, 
d went out of the Room; his Complaiſance afford- 
pg the Wench a good Theme for Prattle, which 
er Lady ſuffer'd her to run on in, being pleas'd with 
i Sort of Diſcourſe which related to her dear 

De la Veire. | 
A No 
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Now had theſe Lovers a new Topick to wii 
to each other on, this ſecond Interview, if poi 
ble, had increas'd the Paſſion both were bei 
inſpird with, and each ſeem'd to ſtrive whiz 
ſhould give the greateſt Demonſtration of i 
De la Veire, in the Exceſs of Joy, loſt all Aw 


and thoſe Fears ſo diſturbing to an amorous Hezr 


and Loviſa, in the Confidence of his Since 
forgot Reſerve ; or at leaſt would not put her 
to the Trouble of aſſuming what was ſo li 


needful. 


Ir was with the utmoſt Freedom they nows 
tertain'd each other; and the Tenderneſs, wi 


which Loviſa return'd the Fervency of her [i 
ver's Expreſſions, made him for a Time the ni 
contented Man on Earth; but the natural In 
tience of Deſire in his Sex, would not ſuffer hin 
long to continue ſo : He longed for greater al 
more ſubſtanrial Proofs of her Affection th 
Words could give him; and the Knowledge ho 
much ſhe lov'd him, affording him ſufficient Nr 
ſon to imagine there was nothing ſhe wou'd! 
able to refuſe him, were he in a Condition to 
quire it, made it his Study Night and Day it 
ſome Contrivance which might give him an ( 
portunity of being alone with her. 


H x teſtified the Impatience he was in to ſee t 
in every Letter he now wrote to her; but ſhell 


treated him with ſo much Earneſtneſs not to fon 


any Deſigns of forwarding an Interview, that! 
was fearful of naming any of the numerous Fro 
jects his Brain was continually employ'd in form 


Wh. 


. AM er n 


ing; and, indeed, he had yet found none 4 | 
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nich he could promiſe himſelf either Security or 
cceſs. 


Nor all his Wit, nor the Ardency of his 

Wiſhes, were of any Service, till Chance befriend- 

Ng, the God of ſoft Deſires preſented him with 

Sc Means which had the Appearance of being as 
cky as they were unexpected, 


SY HayPENING one Day to paſs by the Back- 

ate of the Houſe of the Count De S/ons, he 
v it open, and ſeveral Men go in and out, ſome 
With Pots of Flowers, others with Baſkets of 
Arth, and ſuch like Materials for Gardening, —- 
he Sight of this immediately put a Project into 
Head; he enquired of ſome of the Men the 

ame of the Maſter Gardener, how -long they 
Were to work in this Ground, and ſeveral other 
Wueſtions ; of which being inform'd at full, he 
ater es immediately Home, order'd his Valet de 
ambre to procure for him, with all Speed, a 
ge ba gain Country Habit, in which equipping himſelf, 
ent RAE faſhioning his Addreſs and Manner of Bcha- 


you'd our, according to his Appearance, he doubted 
1 to "St of being taken for what he ſeem'd : Nor did 
Day g Hope deceive him, he went to the Maſter- 
an M ardener, and offering his Service, was preſently 


Wrcd as a Perſon fit to be employ'd in that Voca- 
n. 


t ſne EN TRIN O the next Day on his new Service, 
t to fun had the Satisfaction of being within thoſe Walls 
SJ ch encloſed his dear Miſtreſs: He ſaw the Win- 
Dus PIof@ws of that Chamber where ſhe paſt her ſleeping 
n formFloments, and trayers'd at Pleaſure thoſe refreſh- 
none F ing 
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ing Paths her Steps had bleſs'd; but what wasn 
raviſhing to his Imagination, was the Hope 4$* 
he ſhould one Day ſee the darling Object of i 
Wiſhes, little ſuſpicious that her Lover vas 
near, come out and view the rural Archited 
of well-order'd Nature, — Every Thing anſn$7 
ed as his Deſire expected. (2 


THE very firſt Day the Charmer of his 9 
appear*'d, and to his Fancy more lovely than e 
ſhe had done: She was dreſs'd in a looſe Ni 
Gown of Sky-Blue Taftety, embroider'd wiſe 
little Moons of Silver, and claſp'd together at 
Breaſt with one of thoſe Jewels he had preſen 
her with, 


HE R Hair, which was of the moſt beau 
and attractive Colour imaginable, was ret 
from obſcuring any Part of her majeſtick ta 
head by a Fillet of Diamonds; the reſt hung wil 
ligently flowing in careleſs Ringlets o'er her Shi 
ders. 


A Girdle, ſuch as might fitly decypher the 
tus of the Queen of Love, ſince it compi 
within it ſlender Bounds, all that was defirable 
2 female Form, by being carelefly tied round! 
Waiſt, diſcover'd, without feeming to do to, ! 
fineſt Shape in the World, 


To add to all this, there was a cen 
Languiſhment ſwimming in her ſhining E 


which diſclos'd a Mind turn'd all to Lore: 


Softneſs. 


Wi 


1 


ope Sur was, indeed, wholly taken up with the 
+ ea of De la Veire: And not having heard from 
m theſe two Days, the Execution of his Project 
Raving prevented him from writing, had fix d on 
er Impatiency of Thought a tender Perplexity, 
S hich ſoftned, as it were, the Fierceneſs of her 
Natural Glances, and gave a greater Sweetneſs to 
his er Charms. 

than e. 

e Noll SHE talk'd to the Men employ'd in pruning 
rd u e Trees, and other Employments belonging to 
1cr at Moriculture, with an Eaſe and Freedom, which 
preſenÞWcnoted her to be of a moſt excellent Humour. 


was m 


Was 
hitec 
7 anſy; 


AFTER ſome little Diſcourſe with his Fellow- 
S$crvants, which he attempted not to join in, leaft 
Sis Voice diſcovering him, ſhe ſhould be in a Sur- 


beaut! 
reſtrain 


ick FiWrize no way agreeable to his Deſigns, he ſaw her 

nung o into a cloſe Arbor, where having ſeated her- 

her Sa elf, with a Voice full of Harmony, he heard her 
ng theſe Lines : | 

2r the (Wi 

2 Viib Love's feet Delights there are none can com. 

round 6 pare, 

do fo, ben mutual the Flame is found ; 


But, Oh ! what Diviſions the Boſom does tear, 
J Storn or Neglect does wound ? | 


a cert! i 
ing E 
Love 


Wh 
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To levely Youth, reſtore then my bleeding Heart, 
Nor let me languiſh in vain ; 

For if I no more in your Pleaſures have part, 
*Tis cruel to leave me the Pain, 


H = had not Patience to ſuffer her to procer 
but taking a Pot of Earth in his Hand, as if goin 
to fil up ſome Bank, where he had ſeen it wan: 
ing, he left his Companions, and turning dom 
another Walk, which he found alſo led to th 
Arbor, he went unſeen by any of them into i; 
where ſeeing the Charmer reclined on a fine Set, 
in the moſt Love-inſpiring Poſture that Fancy a 
invent, he threw himſelf on his Knees before he, 
and with theſe Words relieved her from the du. 
prize which that Action had at firſt involy'd her i. 


IT is not, d he, the aderable Loviſa wh 
ſhould complain of Scern, Neglect, or the Pain 
of hopeleſs Love, theſe are the Portion of th 
Wretch who dies to ſee her, yet is by her Indift 
rence, or too great Caution, denied that Blefling,- 
Oh, Heaven ! De la Vere ! interrupted ſbe, with! 
Mixture of Aſtoniſhment and Foy. -——- Accui 
not this Proceeding, reſumed he, of Indiſcretion, a 
want of Obedience to your Commands; for, Ol 
it was impoſlible I could in this maintain my Duty 


I muſt have died, or found this Opportunity d 
ſeeing thoſe Perfections, which in Idea are eve! 
preſent. My Soul, which hangs eternally s 


bout you, would not ſuffer my Body to remanf 


longer unbleſs' d. 
! 


« i 3 F — 
* : 
— . * 
. S — 
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leart , 
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roceed, 
f goin: 
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Ir reminded me, that in your Preſence there 
rere a thouſand Joys to be partook, which imma- 
&rial Air denied. It told me, that in the Affairs of 

ove, a dull Obedience was the greateſt Crime, and 
Fhiſper'd in the Ears of Senſe, Go, and be hap- 
N feaſt on the Charms which made thee firſt a 
over; taſte that divine Breath, whoſe condeſ- 
ending Accents encourag'd thee to hope; kiſs 
Hat Hand which ſign'd the tender Mandates of 
Hy forgiven Boldneſſes; and preſs with all the 
ndearments of unreſtrain'd Affection, that has 
Jouchſafed to harbour thee. 


1e KH 


ICY Ct 
Ire he, 


je Su 


her in. 


a WI 
> Pain 
of tle 
Indift- 
ling.— 


with: 


Accu 
ion, a 
r, Oh! 
' Duty 


nity oe 
me Hlemanded ſbe.—— No, Madam, replied the other, 


qunleſs it be concerning a young Nobleman, whoſe 
Name I heard very often 8 but never with- 


e eve 


ally + 


remall 


It ; 


s THEsE Expreſſions were accompanied with 


Actions properly adapted to them; and 'tis highly 
robable, in the Difpoſition ſhe then was, that he 
ad compaſs'd his Intent, and become abſolute Ma- 
ter of all he could deſire, if the Noiſe of a Per- 


Jon running haſtily down the Walk, had not o- 
plig'd him to return to that Diſtance which was 
Wnore becoming the Appearance he had taken on 


im. It was Loviſe's chief Attendant, who entring 


he Arbor with a good deal of Confuſion in her 


-ountenance, 


Oh, Madam ! y'd ſbe, my 


Lord the Count commands your immediate Pre- 
J-nce : — He ſeems in the utmoſt Wrath ; — 
Arabella has brought him ſome News which has 
Faied his Fury to the higheſt Pitch againſt you. 


AND can'ſt thou not gueſs at the Occaſion ? 


3 out 


. 
* —— — - ” 
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eut ſome dreadful Imprecation. 
of Count De la Veire. 


Ir is difficult to ſay which felt the greateſt B 


order of Mind at this Intelligence; Loviſa, throui 
her Fears, or De la /eire, through his Rage, an 
the Obligation he was under of reſtraining it. 


TRE trembling Maid, compell'd to oby 
the Calls of Duty, had the Means of taking m 
other Adieu of him than with her Eyes, whit 
his half burſt their Strings to follow her, till th 
o'er ſhadowing Trees concealed her from his Sight 


Fu LL of the moſt perplexed and terrible Sit 
pence did ſhe come into the Preſence of her Fx 


ther, who regarding her with a furious Look, — 


How have you dar'd, aid he, mean and degens 
rate Girl, to hold a Correſpondence with a Ma 
you know my Soul abhors ? 


Diſhonour on a Noble Family, which there wa 
left no other Means to ruin? Here the et- 
raged Count fell into the moſt bitter Invectives v 
gainſt the Female Sex, wiſhing he had died et 
he had begot a Child of ſo weak and irreſolute 1 
Nature. 


Po oR Loviſa, who knew his Upbraidings jult 
but could not imagine by what way, or by whon 


her Secret had been diſcover'd, intreated on he 
Knees that he would explain himſelf. 


I will not, fad he, give you the SatisfaQ ion bj 
knowing which way I became Maſter of this 1 
CTC 


It is the 89 : 


One, wif 
but pretends a Paſſion, as the ſureſt way to briy 


— 1 — rn * „ 97 — = > 


the dau 


eſt D 


throug 
ge, ani 
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0 obe 
UNS 9 
„ Whilf 
till th 
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le Su: 


1 1 ; 
ay Fi EFaculties, ſhe loſt in a Moment the Uſe of them, 
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degens 
a Ma 
e, Who 
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t, or who was the firſt Diſcoverer of your ſhame- 
jl Correſpondence with my Enemy. 


Bu T there, continued he, throwing her the Let- 
he had received from De la Vere, there are the 

eſtimonies which confirm me more than all the 
Evidences in the World could do, of your abo- 
inable Ingratitude, Diſobedience and Apoſtacy froin 
ood. 


[TaksE Words, utter'd with ſuch Vehemence, 
gere ſo cutting to Leviſa, that all the Courage 
hich ſhe endeavour'd to ſummon up was inh- 
litely too weak to ſtand this Shock; and the Diſ- 
ders of her Mind having an Effect on all her 


d ſunk Motionleſs at the Feet of her offended 
ather, who expreſs'd not the leaſt Reæmorſe for 


1148 8 


He Condition to which his Indignation had redu- 
ed her; but immediately ordering her to be taken 
BD, and carried to her own Chamber, left it to 
chers to apply the neceſjary 
per to Life, while he retir'd to his Cloſet, to vent 


Means of reſtoring 


n Secret his Diſcontent, and conſider in what 


Manner he ſhould procecd with her. 


LOT TS A being recover'd from her Swoon, 
geſir'd to ſee her Father; the Surprize by what 
Means ſhe had been betray'd, being more vexa- 
lous to her, if poſſible, than the Ditcovery ittelf ; 
and made her chuſe to endure all the Reproaches 


he could load her with, rather than continue in fo 
perplexing a Dilemma; not doubting, but in a 
pong Converfation with him, ſhe ſhould be able to 
get ſome Light into the Truth; but he would not 


F 4 ſufler 
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ſuffer her to come into his Preſence, though (yl 
ſent ſeveral Times to entreat it. 


As the informing Spright was in this Part g 
her Narrative, the Clock ſtruck Four; and it be. 
ing in that Seaſon of the Year, when the Mom. 
ing-Star, about that Hour, ſends forth her twink. 
ling Beams, the Harbingers of Day, the expecting 


Prude was compell'd to reſtrain her Curioſity 


the enſuing Night. 


The End of the Third Part, 


1 


RT 


& her inquiſitive Sex, did the Dream- 
inform'd Lady long for the Ap- 
RL proach of Night, and the Remain- 
der of a Hiſtory, whoſe Beginning 
had filld her with the utmoſt Curio- 


| ſity ; and tho' ſhe had a vaſt deal of Company, 
Ewas at Cards, her favourite Diverſion ; nay, what 
as more, was on the winning: ſide, ſhe could not 


forbear looking on her Watch twenty Times in 


an Hour, and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Hand draw 


near the Stroke of Twelve, pretended a ſudden 
Indiſpoſition to excuſe her abrupt Departure, and 


went immediately to Bed; where Sleep, obliging 
to her Wiſhes, no ſooner took Poſſaſſion of her 


mortal Part, than with the Eyes of Imagination 
he faw between the opening of the Curtains A 
zajue appear, who in a clear and intelligible Voice 

&ccoſted her in theſe Terms: 8 


F 5 The 


be Sequel of the Hiſtory of DE LI 
VEIRE, and LOVISA DE 
SOISSONS. 


LE F T you laſt Night, /a:d the in. 
Pear. creating Spright, in a Dilemma, 
perhaps, not inferior to that which 
the unfortunate Loviſa herſelf could 
M2 poſhbly be involved in, by what 
means a Secret which both the 
Perſons concern'd in it had taken ſo much care to 
preſerve, had been divulged; but E will ſatisfy your 
Curioſity much ſooner than Fate allow*d that of hers, 


You may remember that when De la Vein 
was ſo happy, or rather ſo unhappy, as to reſcue 
the lovely Lovi/a from thoſe Men who were about 
to ſeize her, there was a Lady in the Coach with 
ber; ſhe was called Amabellu, and was a young 
Widow of a confiderable Fortune in her own Pol 
kfſhon : There had been the ſtricteſt Intimacy be- 
tween her and the Daughter of the Count De $u/- 
ſons from their very Infancy ; and this was it which 
alarm'd that afflicted Beauty almoſt as much 
as the Diſcovery it ſelf, that it ſhould have been 


made by her, 
f SHE 


LA 


DE 


he un. 
mm, 
Which 
could 

what 
h the 
Are {0 
y your 
f hers, 


Van 
reſcue 
about 
1 with 
young 
1 Pol- 
cy be- 
doi 
which 
much 
been 


SHE 


& i 
dy 


which, when conſider'd, appear'd plauſible. 


Lover, reflected not that the force 
v capable of every thing. 
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SHE had never truſted her with the Secret of her 
Correſpondence De la Veire; but ſhe maintain'd 


Bot that Reſerve out of any diſtruſt of her Fidelity, 


Put becauſe ſhe was aſhamed even to reflect within 


4 


Sherſelf that ſhe had enter'd into ſuch Engagements 
with a Man who was the declared Enemy of her 
Houle. 


| 


SHE could not therefore be able to comprehend 

why a Perſon who had ever been ſo dear to her, 

3 unprovoked do her ſo great an Injury as 

to betray her to her Father, if any Accident, 

which alſo ſhe could not fathom, had put it in her 
ower. 


MAN x Conjectures did ſhe form, but none, 
ible. She 
ad not the leaſt notion of the Truth; and tho” a 
of that Paſſion 


; N 4 
| SHE had proved by experience, that it could 
make Friends of the moſt inveterate Enemies, yet 


Which had gained her an Enemy of her Friend. 


THis, however, was the reality of the thing: 


De la Veire had not that fatal Night been more cap- 


Mivated by the Charms of Laviſa, than Amabella had 
deen by the manly Graces of De la Vejre. 


Bu x as there is a world of difference between 
dhe Effects of that Paſſion, when operating in a Vir- 


„ur- 


never once thought that it might poſſibly be that. 
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gin-heart, or that which has before experienc'd iz 
ſweet Anxieties, ſhe contented not her ſelf, lite 
Loviſa, to ſigh in Secret, ſhe never reſted till ſhe 
knew the Name of her Conqueror; ſhe frequente 
all publick Places in the hope of ſeeing him, ani 
having been ſo lucky, made her enquiry into even 
thing of which ſhe deſir'd to be inform'd. 


Bur all her Endeavours and Penetration being 
too weak to diſcover if he had afterwards declared if 
himſelf to Loviſa, ſhe employ'd a Perſon to watch 
continually about his Door, to follow him, and ob- 
ſerve wherever he went; but all this Aſſiduity being 
unſucceſsful, ſhe ventur'd to ſend for his Valet d 
Chambre, whom bribring with a Purſe of Gold to 
weighty for any of his Function to withſtand, ſhe 
prevail'd on him to make her acquainted with 2 
much as he knew of his Maſter's Affairs; which 
was, that he had provided him with two different 
Diſguiſes, but for what deſign, he was as ignorant 
as the Perſon who made this Enquiry had been; for 
ſhe was now no longer ſo, Loviſa had told her ſhe 
had bought ſome Diamonds of a Jeweller who came 
to offer them to her; and this inquiſitive Fair, com- 
paring the time in which her Friend had made that 
Purchaſe, with that of De la Yeire's making uſe dc 
his Diſguiſe, was preſently convinc'd that the pretend- i 
ed Citizen was no other than this young Noble- 
man, | 


To make her yet more certain, ſhe knew that 
there were Gardiners at work in repairing the fne 


Banks and Plats of Flowers which compoſed the 
. delightful Proſpect of the Gardens of Saiſſons; and to 


be inform'd that he had on a Dreſs ſuitable to that 
Occupation, 
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nc'd is Occupation, put it paſt all doubt, that he had con- 
elf, lle deſcended to become one of thoſe Labourers to ob- 
till ſe Stain an Interview with a Lady, whom ſhe well knew 
quente! it was impoſſible for him to entertain in his own. 
m, and; 
0 every FULL of all that rage of Temper, which is 
incident to Love, mix'd with a prideful Pleaſure of 
having it in her Power to deſtroy the Happineſs of a 
n being Rival whoſe Charms were more prevailing than her 
eclar M& fown, ſhe flew to the Houſe of the Count De Soif- 
\ watch /s, where happening, according to her wiſh, to 
ind ob. find him at home, and alone, ſhe communicated to 
being him what ſhe had been inform'd of by the treache- 
let | © rous Valet; adding withal, that it being evident, by 
old to his repeated Viſits, that he had found encouragement 
d, ſhe 5 from Loviſa, it was highly probable there might be 
vith xx Letters which might give a more full account of 
which their Proceedings, 
ferent 
norant Bx her Advice therefore, he broke open the Ca- 
n; for dinet of the unſuſpecting Loviſa, and, as Amabella 
er ſhe had imagin'd, ſaw, there indeed a confirmation of all 
came ſhe had told him. 


com- | 
e that DisTRACTI1ON ſcarce comes up to what he 
uſe of felt in this Diſcovery ; and it was as much as the 
tend: ¶ remonſtrances of his Reaſon, and the perſuaſions of 
Joble- Amabella could do, to keep him from running into 


the Garden, and Sacrificing that moment to his Re- 
ſentment the I. ife of De la Veire: But cool Reflec- 
tht tion ſhowing him the indiſcretion and danger of ſuch 
fe 2 raſh Proceeding, he conſented to take no other Re- 
1 the | venge than depriving him for ever after of the ſight 
ndto of a Perſon, who, if the Letters of a Man in 
that Love 


tion, 
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Love are to be credited, was all which made Lie 
pleaſing to him. 


H E ſent ſpeedily for Loviſa, in the manner ] 
laſt Night related, and after having vented ſome par 
of his Rage on her, retir'd to his Cloſet to conf. 
der what method he ſhould take to rid his Houſe of 
ſo hateful a Gueſt as Dela Veire, without proclaiming 
that he knew he had been there; or that his Daugh. 
ter had relax'd any Part of that Inveteracy from 
which he look'd on it as the higheſt Crime to ſwerye, 


B r he would not have taken any thought on 
this ſcore, had he known on what excitement Ana- 
bella had acted; that Lady, not leſs induſtrious to 
preſerve the Life, than ſhe had been to ruin the 
Love of De la Veire, dreading the return of that vi- 
olence of Temper which ſhe had lately ſeen in the 
Count de Soiſſons, after ſhe had taken her Leave 
of him, went into the Garden, where looking atten- 
tively in the Faces of thoſe who were employ'd in 
cultivating it, ſoon diſcover'd from the reſt a Form 
which had ſo much charm'd her; and calling him 
ſome Paces diſtant from his Fellows as if to ſhow 
her ſomething. My Lord, ſaid ſbe, you are diſco- 
ver'd; I beg you will make all poſſible haſte from a 
Place where you are in the power of ſo implacable 
an Enemy as the Count de Sciſſons. 


Nox if you would not have your Love fatal to 


her where tis given, attempt not to ſee Loviſa, till 
you hear either from Yer or me, that you may do it 
with ſafety. 
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Ir vas not that De la Veire fear'd the Sword of 


ne Count De Soiſſons, but that he dreaded an encoun- 


ter with the Father of Lovi/a, which made him com- 
ly with this advice; beſides the ſname of being 


| 4 in a Diſguiſe ſo unworthy of his Quality, had 


no ſmall prevalency with him to perſuade him to be 


one. 
[ H E thank'd the Lady for the Caution ſhe had 
given in Terms full of Gratitude and Reſpect ; for 
as yet he knew not that it was to her he was indebt- 
ed for the betraying him; nor that ſhe was the 


Amabella whom he had heard Lovifa's Woman in- 


form her had been the occaſion of the Count's diſplea- 


ure, 
, 


| Tavs far had this malicious Woman's Plots 


ſucceeded according to her deſires ; but the main bu- 
ſmeſs was yet to do: She had brought about a Se- 
paration between the Lovers, but the Heart of De 


Ela Jeire was till devoted to Læviſa; ſhe had depri- 
ved him but of the Power, not the Will, to give her 


the utmoſt Proofs of it. 


TEE means of eſtranging their Minds as well as 
Bodies, muſt be found out, Before ſhe could promiſe 
herſelf any ſatisfaction for the Pains ſhe had been at, 
and when ſhe reflected how little probability there 
was of doing that, ſhe grew the moſt diſcontented 


Creature on Earth. 


As ſhe was, however, continually contriving, 


continually meditating, her experience of the Tem- 
ber of Mankind, made her repentall ſhe had done; 


ſhe 
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ſhe began to think, that if ſhe had ſuffer'd De. 
Jeire to proſecute his Amour uninterrupted, h 
might have obtained thoſe Condeſcenſions of Lonig 
which might have render'd it more eaſy to hay 
made an Impreſſion on him in favour of anothe 
Object, 


M &« N, ſhe knew, are ſeldom conſtant to the 
Charms they have enjoy d: "tis the untaſted Beauy 
which gives a Vigour to Inclination ; and had h 
once gratified his Deſires with the poſſeſſton of Lai. 
2, there would indeed have been a greater probahj 
lity that his Eyes would have been open to the per. 
fections of her Riyal, 


WRETCH, that I am, cryꝰd he to her ſelf, 
have undone my own Hopes; I ought in prudence 
to have let her been enjoy'd, before I had made an 


Efforts to have depriv'd her of her Lover. 


HavinGs taken it once into her head, that ſhe 
had proceeded wrong, the more ſhe conſider'd on it, 
the more ſhe found it conſonant to Reaſon ; and ful- 
ly convinced that all Endeavours to make an Im- 
preſſion on De la Jeire would be in vain, till after 
the gratification of his preſent Paſſion ; ſhe reſolved, 
grating as ſuch a Task was to her Soul, to bring it 
about, if by any means it could be done. 


T n x Diſcovery ſhe had made to the Count De 


Soiſſons, render'd her a very great Favourite with 


him. 


SHE took all imaginable care to improve the 


Confidence he had in her; and by pretending a _ 
for 
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For Loviſa, and expreſſing a deſire to viſit her, (for ſhe 
had ever ſince been conhn'd to her Chamber, without 
any Perſon whatſoever permitted to ſee her) ſhe pre- 
ad on him to give her entrance, not doubting, as 
He told her, but that ſhe would adviſe her to Obedi- 
ence, and a Forgetfulneſs of a Man whom of all the 
World ſhe ought never to have thought on but with 


; eteſtation. 


Your Lordſhip may be well aſſur'd, anſeber' d 
this cunning Woman, that I who could break through 
all the Friendſhip between Lovi/a and my ſelf, to 
reveal the Engagements I found the was entring into 


with this Enemy of her Houſe, will omit nothing 


which may ſerve to convince her of the Error ſhe 
has been in, and prevail on her to behave for the fu- 
ture, in fuch a manner as may reſtore her to your 


Favour. 
* 
” AND as nothing but the Conſiderations of her 


Glory, ſhould have made me betray her Secret, I 
hope ſhe has yet Remains of Good-will for me, which 


will oblige her to liſten to what I ſay. 


YouR Behaviour is in every thing like a Wo- 
man of Honour and Generoſity, reph'd the Count, 
and ſhe will very much increaſe the Diſpleaſure I 
have toward her, if ſhe receives you not as the ſin- 


cereſt and the beſt of Friends. 


= I T H theſe Words he called the Servant to 
whom he had given the charge of Loviſa, and or- 
der'd her to admit this Lady, 


7 
v1 
| 
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I T is not to be doubted, but that this injure 
Beauty felt at the firſt ſight of her, all the Indigra. 
tion her Soul was capable of conceiving, but the othe 
was prepared for it, and putting a ſtop to the Re. 
proaches ſhe was beginning to make. I know, /ai: fe, 
that I appear the moſt cruel Incendiary imaginable, 


You have, doubtleſs, been told, that I reveal 
the Secret of your Correſpondence with De la Veire, 
to your Father, and hate me for my ſuppoſed Il. 
nature; but before I give you any Reaſons for my 
acting in this manner, I would have you gueſs by 
what means it came to be in my Power. 


.T har, I muſt confeſs, reply'd Loviſa, is whit 
extremely puzzels me; but be it as it will, you 
ought not to have reſented ſo far my not making you 
a Confidant in the Affair, that if any Accident be. 
tray d it to you, you ſhould expoſe me to the Di- 
pleaſure of a Father whom you well know is not et 
ſy. to forgive, 


You argue with juſtice, Madam re/um'd tit 
Fair Palitition, and how little ſoever I was honour! 
with your Confidence, ſhould have preſerv'd the 
Chance-difcover'd Secret with the fame Care as if! 
had been truſted with it, were J not certain that the 
Count De Soiſſans muſt have been made ſenſible of 
it, tho' I had been dumb for ever. 


I choſe therefore, continued ſhe, my dear Loviſa! 
to appear your Enemy, that I might gain the oppor- 
tunity of proving how much I am your Friend; 
and under the Notion of having been betray'd your 
Love, find the means of promoting it. 
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I fine, by this ſeeming Treachery to you, I have 
wound myſelf ſo far into the good Graces of the 
Count, that it will be in my power to procure Fw 
al 
Helire it; to convey your Letters to him, and bring 
his Anſwers ; and make you as happy, as an unin- 
terrupted Correſpondence with the Man you love, 
an do, 


{ *'T 1s difficult to determine whether Surprize or 
1 was moſt predominant in the Mind of Levi/a 
at theſe Words; but her Silence demonſtrated the 
Force of one, as her Embraces did of the other. 
f 


| | As ſoon as ſhe had recover'd her Speech, Dear, 


ear Amabella, ſaid ſbe, is it poſſible you can be thus 
ood ! You, from whom TI have conceaPFd with as 


nuch Care the Myſtery of my unhappy Paſſion, as 


rom thoſe on whoſe Good-nature I had the leaſt 
reaſon to rely. 


Bu r do not think, continued ſbe, that the Cau- 
tion I made uſe of, was owing to any diſtruſt of your 
Fidelity. 


No, it was only becauſe I fear'd your ſuperior 
Wit and Judgment would not be brought to ap- 
prove a Correſpondence ſo contrary to Reaſon, and 
which had in it ſo little Probability of ever being 
| fortunate ; but which in ſpite of all the Obſtacles in 
| my way, I knew I had not Reſolution to break off. 


. AFTER this, ſhe proceeded to enquire into 
© the Means by which the Hiſtory of her Love for 


De 
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De la Viire had been made known; which the othe 
ſatisfed her in, by a Story .ſhe had invented for thy 
purpoſe, of ſome Perſon unacquainted with any thine 
of Loviſa, but her Name, that ſhe faid had ſeen I) 
la Veire enter the Houſe of the Count De Soiſſinsin 


diſguiſe ; that the known Enmity between them, hu 


given a Viſit from him in that manner, too much th 
Air of an Intrigue, not to have it cenſur'd as ſuch; 


and there being no other Perſon in the Family wit iſ 


whom he cou'd be ſuſpected to have been charm, 
_y Name mult of neceſſity be mention'd in the Af. 
alr. 


T H A T ſhe had heard the Diſcourſe at two 
three Tea-Tables, and was grown ſo much th: 
common Chat, that ſhe could not ſuppoſe but that 
it would, in a little time, reach the Ears of the Count, 
for which Reaſon, ſaid /he, I reſoly'd to be the fil 
who related it ; having good cauſe to imagine, that 
if J had not, the long Intimacy between us woul! 
have rendred me a Perſon too much ſuſpected to 
have been permitted to ſee you, and by that meats 
you would have wanted both a Companion whon 
you might depend on, or an Adviſer, who can hare 
no other Intereſt in what ſhe does, than to oblige and 
make you happy. 


TE E deceived Lovi/a was perfectly fatisfied with 
what ſhe ſaid, renew'd her Embraces, and teſtifel 
by a thouſand obliging Expreſſions, the Senſe {hs 
had of her imagin'd Friendſhip, 


AFTER which they paſs'd a long time toge- 
ther in diſcourſe of the Perfections of De la Vare; 
and Loviſa found ſo much pleaſure in this Entertain- 
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ent, that ſhe told Amabella, laughing, that ſhe had 
deen ſufficiently puniſh'd for not having made her the 


Confidante of her Amour, in being deprived of ſo 


any felicitous Moments as ſhe might have enjoy'd, 
talking of that Charmer of her Soul. 


TEE other, however reminding her, that it 
would neither be kind to herfelf, nor Lover, if ſhe 
peglected this opportunity of writing to him, ſhe fat 


own to her Eſcritore, and having prepared a Let- 


er, gave it to her, who aſſur'd her ſhe would have 


It convey'd to his Hands with all ſecrecy and ſpeed. 


| Ir would be no way material to the Story, ſaid 


he Spirit of Almajue, to repeat to you the Contents 
bf this Letter ; it ſhall ſuffice to tell you, that it was 


full of Love, mix'd with Acknowledgments of the 
Obligation both ſeem'd to have to the cunning and 


eſigning Amabella, and fuch as were extremely plea- 
Fing to her who was to be the bearer of them. 


3 HE R Deceits thus having their defir'd effect on 


the credulous Loviſa, ſhe proſecuted them with more 
Courage on the Count: She told him, ſhe had 


found his Daughter in the moſt Pity-moving Con- 
dition imaginable; that ſhe fear'd her Reſtraint, join'd 


to her ſecret Diſcontents, might be of worſe conſe- 
quence than he at preſent imagin'd, and intreated 


bim with ſo much earneſtneſs to abate his Severity, 


that he conſented, if it could be done without any 
danger of her ſeeing or correſponding with the hated 
De la Veire. 

; 


To prevent that, then aid the artful Amabel- 


la, permit her to retire with me, for ſome few 
Days, 
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Days, to a little Villa; J have about ſeven Leagy 
from hence, your Lordſhip may depend on m 
Care to prevent the Ill you apprehend ; and | 
that I will make it my chief ſtudy to divert her fra 
thoſe Thoughts, which, if left alone to induly 
may be fatal to her Reaſon, if not her Lite, 


T H E Count paus'd a little on what ſhe ſaid, by 
found nothing in the Requeſt but what appear d th 
Effects of Friendſhip and good- nature, aſſur d hr 
of his compliance, and that Leviſa ſhould atten 
her whenever ſhe thought it proper to take that li 
tle Journey. 


ExXULTING now at her inventive Gerin 
ſhe went home, and having ſent for De la Vein: 
come privately to her, deliver'd him the Lett 
which Loviſa had written to him; the Contentsd 
that gaining her as much Credit with him, as 
found with the Count De Soiſſons, and his beautif 
Daughter. 


8H E acquainted him how ſhe had prevailed a 
him to let Lodiſa accompany her to her Villa; u 
telling him that ſhe would inform him the Dl 
they ſet out, to the end that he might be there ini 
very little time after them, put this truly affection 
Lover into ſuch a Tranſport of Joy, as made hi 
fy and do a thouſand things to this fair Friend, wia 
would have been infinitely obliging to her, had tte 
been on her own account; but as the promoting 
Intereſt with a Rival had occaſion'd them, they gn 
a Pain inſtead of Pleaſure ; and unable to endure ie 
ſecret Anguiſh of her ſmother'd Paſſion, ſhe bro! 
off the Converſation as ſoon as poſſible, telling * ; 

| t 
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it was beſt for him to depart, becauſe ſhould any one 


ho knew him, happento come in, it might cauſe diſ- 
Fcourſes no way to the advantage of their Deſigns. 


H E bowed, and obey'd that moment, after he 
had engag'd her to deliver a Letter to Loviſa, in 
anſwer to that he had receiv'd from her. 


HE was no ſooner gone, than ſhe endeavour'd 
to drown the Vexation for the Happineſs ſhe was 
about to give her Rival in the hurry of preparing for 

t, 


FoR as it is impoſſible for Ladies of Quality and 
Gaiety, to travel the leaſt way without having oc- 
caſion for a vaſt number of Moveables, ſhe had bu- 
ſineſs to give orders to her Woman what things ſhe 
would have pack'd up, and what ſhould be left be- 
Ihind. 


Bor if this weighty Buſineſs ſery'd as the Em- 
ployment of the Day, Night and Solitude brought 


1 Thouſand tormenting Ideas to her Mind, when 
dhe conſider'd that ſhe had no other hope of poſſeſ- 
Due ing De la Yeire, than what aroſe from the poſſibi- 
u lity of his being cloy'd with the enjoyment of Loviſa; 
and that it was to his Inconſtancy alone ſhe could 
expect to be indebted for the bleſſing of his Affection, 
hid | ſhe was almoſt mad. 
6 is 
cw TRE thoughts of the felicitous Moments they 
were to paſs together by her means, was near ma- 
th king her recant all ſhe had ſaid, and reſolve to en- 
ri dure for ever the Pangs of ſecret Love, rather than 
hin £9 
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go through ſo ſevere a Purgatory, to arrive at th 4 . 
Heaven of her Deſires. 


Br when theſe Reflections had ſpent thei [ 
force, others as pleaſing as theſe had been the con 
trary, took their turn, 


IMAGINATION preſented to her Ming 
Eye, the ſight of Lovi/a forſaken, deſolate and he 
wailing her want of Charms to hold the Heart H þ- 
had ſubdued, curſing the Ingratitude and Falſhoy p 
of De la Veire, and vainly ſuing for his retume nd 
Love. tet 


THEN, ei this cruel Woman to her ſelf, trau 
ported with the rapturous Image of her Rivals Rin, 
how dearly will ſhe pay for thoſe ſhort-liv'd Delf 
I now procure her. | 


Ho w much leſs ſhocking is it never to have hu 
than to have loſt? And I but enhance the Miteryd 
her approaching Fate, by giving her a Taſte d 
Pleaſures ſhe no more muſt know. 


IN this diſorder'd manner did ſhe paſs the Nigtt 
but the Proſecution of the Deſign ſhe had forms 
being the laſt thing in her Thoughts, ſhe roſe, a 
as ſoon as ſhe was dreſs'd, went to the Houſe of it 
Count De Soiſſons; where meeting with him at hom 
ſhe told him ſhe was making Preparations for ti 
Country, if he continued his reſolution of perm 
ting his Daughter to accompany her. 


H = aſſur' d her, that he thought himſelf infinite! 
oblig'd by her requeſting it; and that ſhe ſhould e 


tte 


Ea 


e moment ſhe ſent word ſhe was ready to begin 
her Journey. 


To make every thing appear more plauſible, 
he entreated he would ſend thoſe of his own Ser- 
rants, in whom he had moſt Confidence, to be a 
uard on her Actions: But he would not ſuffer 
hat, as believing it might be incommodious, 


H E aſſur d her, he durſt repoſe a greater Truſt, 
poſſible ſuch a Thing could be, in her Care; 
d therefore entreated ſhe would ſuffer her to be 
ttended by thoſe of her Family. Amabella yield- 
| with a ſeeming Unwillingneſs ; but ſecretly re- 
pic'd to find Fortune, even in the moſt trivial 
Watters, ſo much a Friend to the pernicious 
heme ſhe had laid. 


FRo u him ſhe paſs d to the Appartment where 
iſa was confin d; che Doors being now open d 
© her without ſcruple, ſhe communicated to her 
jt Grant ſhe had received from the Count, and 
Eliver'd her the Epiſtle of her Lover. Which of 
peſe two Comforts ſhe was moſt ſenſible of, is 
certain; but both together fill'd her with a Satis- 
tion which no Tongue is able to repreſent. 


oht; 
md 
, and | | 
ii WW Nor HIN OG of Conſequence happening *till 
Im Fey had left the City, I ſhall proceed to their 
r tis Purney, which was equally pleaſing to them both, 
me for vaſtly different Reaſons. 


WHEN they arriv'd at the Vila, ſcarce had 
nabella welcom'd her new Gueſt, before a Ser- 
Fut came to acquaint her, that a ſtrange Gentle- 


tell 
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4 
man deſir'd to ſpeak with her: She went to rech 
him, and preſently after return'd, led by De 
Fzire, whom ſhe made paſs in the Family fo w 
Relation of hers, that was lately come from Tu he 
vel, and call'd him Phillzaor. tie 


I T would be needleſs to go about to deſcribe MM Ee 
Raptures of theſe Lovers, now at free Liberty .O 
fay to each other all that their Souls were full i. 
or the Pain it gave Amabella, to be witneſs of the 
mutual Tenderneſs : She was reſolv'd, how V 
to endure it as little as poſſible; and her Buſmi 
being not to reſtrain, but to indulge the Viol P 
of their preſent Ardor, ſhe pretending ſome dom 
ſtick Affairs, left them to themſelves, and wit 
drew. | : 


Bu T De la Jeire was poſleſs'd of a Paſſion i 
reſpectful to make any other Uſe of her Abſence 
than in ſuch Declarations of his Affection, as wer 
agreeable to the moſt ſtrict Rules of Modeſty a 
Virtue. 


AMABELLA, at her Return, perceiv'd 1M 
and fretted to find him ſo backward in accomplill 
ing his and her own Deſires. They talk 
being privately married, and intreated her to pi 
cure them a Prieſt, on whoſe Secrecy they mig 
depend. How vexatious this was to her, il 


one may judge. She durſt not, however, ſeem! 
oppoſe it, but promis'd ſhe would do her utmi ö 
to find ſuch a one, tho ſhe ſaid it would be ily 
Cult, 


D 
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DE la Jeire had ſorm'd a Story to his Father, 

LE which excus'd his Abſence for ſome Days; yet did 

ne not, in all that Time, attempt any Familiari- 

ties with Loviſa, of the Nature for which Ama- 

ella had been at ſo much Pains to bring them to- 

ceether, and fail'd not to give him all imaginable 
1 Oppor unity. 


+88 Tu is ill Succeſs of her Deſign, join'd to the 
Mortification of ſeeing the reſpectful Tenderneſſes 
with which he treated her, made her reſolve to 
part them for ever, ſince they enjoy'd not each 
Wother's Society in the Manner ſhe wiſh'd. 


E SHE was walking in her Garden one Day, ru- 
minating by what Methods ſhe ſhould proceed, 
when ſhe ſaw, in a cloſe Grotto, the amiable Lo- 
viſa lie ſtretch'd at her whole Length faſt aſleep, 
and in the moſt tempting and love-inſpiring Po- 
ſture that Fancy can invent. | 


} WovrLD to Heaven, ſaid ſbe to herſelf, that 
De la Veire were now in my Place, to ſee her 
thus, would certainly baniſh from his Mind that 
ooliſn Awe, which has ſo long depriy'd him of the 
; er he longs for, and me of the Intent for 
vhich I brought him here. 


SH E had ſcarce hniſh'd theſe Words, when ſhe 
wv him walking at a little Diſtance from her. She 
vent directly toward him, and accoſting him with 
82 gay Air, Is it Chance, or Deſign, my Lord 
that brings you here? /aid ſbe. 
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Has Loviſa been condeſcending enough to male 


an Appointment of meeting you in this Retire. 
ment ? Or, is it to your good Stars alone, tht 
you are indebted, for conducting you to her at x 
Time fo favourable for your Purpoſe ? If ſhe he 
here, Madam, an/iver'd he, I proteſt I owe the 
Intelligence to yourſelf. 


Bou r, continued he, as you have been fo g00d 


to inform me in Part, compleat the Favour, 


and direct my Search, which, among the various 
Turnings of theſe Gardens, may be otherwiſe at 
a Loſs. 


THAT Path, reſumed ſhe, pointing tear 


the Gretto, will conduct you to the fleeping Char- 
mer, who is, perhaps this Moment dreaming cf 
Joys, which De la Veire has been yet too humble 
and too cold a Lover to afford her the Poſſeſſion of 


in Reality. 


T 41s Reproach made him, to whom 'tw 
given, bluſh extremely; but not doubting but 
that ſomething Lovi/a had ſaid had been the Occt 
fion of it, reſolv'd no longer to deſerve it; and a 
ter a little Pauſe, I ſhould be forry, Madam, 
rejain'd he, to incur this way the Raillery of the 
Ladies; and, for the future, ſhall ſtudy to amend 
my Conduct. Do ſo, cryd Amabella, lang- 
ing; tis your own Fault that you are not as hap- 
py as you wiſh : Remember that 


« in Love there is a Time, 
« pen dull Obedience is the greateſt Crime. 


I 


q 
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ls ſneaking theſe Words, ſhe turn'd haſtily a- 
re. way; the Shame of becoming his Prompter in ſuch 
ha @ an Affair, join'd to her Impatience of having it 


12 | accompliſh'd, not permitting any longer Conver- 
ſalion. 


q sx went directly into the Houſe, and he, 

with as much Haſte as the Surprize he was in at 
50 the Behaviour of Amabella would permit him, to- 
ur, ward the Grotto; where he no ſooner arriv'd, than 
he beheld his beautiful Miſtreſs in ſuch a Poſition, 
a8, Without the Aſſiſtance of his fair Adviſer's Re- 
monſtrances, might have made all his Reſpect give 
+a to the Violence or an over-powering Pat- 

hon, 


| SHE was till ſleeping, and the Heat of the 
de, Weather having made her unfaſten the Diamond 
\ of We Claſp with which the Jacket, or Waiſtcoat, which 

the wore in a Morning, was uſually clos'd, all the 
Beauties of her Neck and Boſom were expoicd to 
the adoring Gazer. 


th ” Somt Moments he paſs'd in Contemplation of 
that Heaven of Charins with which his Eyes were 
m, non fo fully feaſted ; but ſoon the other Senſes 
tte claim'd their Part of. Gratification, 


H knelt down by her, and ſoſtly laid his Face 3 
b. upon her heaving Breait ; but ſoon the too eager 1 
Preſſure of his glowing Lips, unloos'd the Bands 
of Sleep. Half-waking, and as yet pot knowing 
to what ſhe ow'd this ſweet Diſturbance, nor re- 
collecting in what Place ſhe was, ſhe remoy'd that 


3 Army 
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— 
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Arm, on which before her Head had been rechn't, 
and threw 1t round his Neck, / 


DovBLy inſpir'd and encourag'd by that bad 
Action, he drew cloſer ſtill, and ſnatching he {£00 
with the now ungovernable Force of the mot in! 
fierce Deſire, proceeded to ſuch Liberties as who! Ad 
ly diſſolved the Spell of the lethargic God. Ex 


REASs ON and Thought return'd, brought with 
them a Mixture of Surprize, of Fear, and Shame. 
She chid the Boldneſs of his Behaviour, — 
ſtruggled to get looſe, — conjur'd him to deſift; 
nay, threatned never to forgive an Attempt 6 
preſuming : But, alas! in what Manne 
did ſhe do all this ! Her Eyes declared 1 
Softneſs, which render'd her Words of no Effect 


 I'T was not now in his Power, all on Fir 
with the dangerous Freedoms he had taken, an! 
wild and raving for Poſſeſſion, to have forbore 
making uſe of his ſuperior Strength, to combit 
with her Reſiſtance, and by Force compleat tit 
racking Extacy 


Bu T theſe are Particulars on which it is nd! 
preper to dwell too much. In fine, ſhe was whil 
the World calls undone ; and he, triumphant u | 
the Spoils of violated Chaſtity, and the full Ac: 
compliſhment of all thoſe Joys impatient Youth 
can with, or Beauty yield, | 


AMABELL4, 
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AMABELL A, who waited their Return 
with Perturbations proportion'd to the Scheme ſhe 
bu bad laid, no ſooner ſaw them, than ſhe perceiy'd 
her enough of Contentment in his Eyes, and Shame 
in hers, to be aſſur'd De la Pere had taken her 
0. Advice; and that the Succeſs had anſwer'd to her 
Expectation, 
1th | To make her more confirm'd alſo, Loviſe, 
ne. pteſs d with greater Fervency than uſual, that ſhe 
would provide a Prieſt for the uniting her for ever, 
with her beloved De la Veire ; and he appear'd leſs 
enger in that Requeſt: Not that he had, indeed, 
any dithonourable Intent ions toward Loviſa, or 
that he lov'd her with leſs Tenderneſs for having 


q: enjoy'd her; but the preſent Hurry of Deſire be- 

he ing over, he confider'd with more Sedateneſs on 
the Riſque he. ran of marrying ſo.much to the Re- 
verſe of his Father's Inclination, in caſe it ſhould - 

be diſcover'd, than his Impatience for Poſleſſion 

nj ould give him Leave to do before. 

* To make Loviſa, however, more ealy in the 

the Reflection on what had befallen her, and continue 


to afford him all the Gratifications he could ask, 
in order to make the too often repeated Delight 
nt loſe all its Reliſh, and render her the moſt miſera- 
u dle and undone Wretch on Earth, this cruel Wo- 
n man kept her ſtill in Expectation of the Arrival 
of a har, whom ſhe told her ſhe had ſent for 
1th from a far diſtant Place, and on whoſe Fidelity ſhe 

could depend; but to De la Veire ſhe ſpoke in a 

z my different Manner, whenever they were a- 
4 one. 


7 G 4 Wu r 
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Wu v, my Lord, /aid /he, ſhould you be h B 
licitous for the Performance of a Ceremony, + 
which, if I am not very much miſtaken, can ad ; 
nothing to the Happineſs you are already poſſeſ 
of; and if divulg'd, may involve you both in 
irreparable Ruin. For my Part, if I were worthy | 
to adviſe, it would be to defer your Marriage, 
one or both your Fathers ſhall be paſt the Powe 
of revenging ſo great a Breach of your Obe. 
dience. N 


I have already profited too much by your Coun- 
fels, amiable Amabella, replyd De la Vere, not to 
acquieſce with every Thing you ay 3 but I fer 
you will find it difficult to perſuade Lovi/a to be n 
compliable. | 


I will not attempt to convince her, reſumed ſt; 
I know too well her Obſtinacy, — but can cally de. 
deceive her, by putting off the coming of th: he 
Fryar from Time to Time, whom in reality! 
have never yet ſent for; nor will, unleſs you WF 
Lordſhip compels me to it, by aſſuring me that . 
nothing but being the Husband of Loviſa, can WWF}; 
make you happy. Wi 


THERE is little in the Name, Madam, an- 
fuer d he; and while by your f I continue WF 
in Poſſeſſion of the more ſubſtantial Bleſſings 0! te 
that State, ſhould think it Madneſs to venture an) fo 
Thing for the Shadow. ? tt 


 THress Anſwers were perfectly ſatisfactory to 
Amabella ; and perceiving every Day a viſible = 
C 


( 129 ] 


cline in the Vigour of his Aﬀections, ſhe began to 
imagine that the moſt difficult Part of her Task 
was accompliſh'd, and reſolv'd therefore to put 3 


Period to the envied Contentment of her Rival. 


To which End, ſhe feign'd a Letter, calling 


her to Town on a ſudden and unexpected Buſi- 
neſs; ſhe communicated the Contents of it to the 


Lovers, expreſſing an infinite Concern at being 
obliged to give this Interruption to their Happi- 


neſs: For ſhe faid, it would be no way agreeable 


to the Care ſhe had promis'd the Count De Soiſſius 
to take of her, if ſhe ſhould leave her behind in 


the Country; but to ſweeten this Misfortune, aſ- 
ſur' d her of a ſpecdy Return, —— And by that 
Time, *tis probable, /aid ſhe, the Fryar, whom 
you ſo much wiſh for, may alſo be arriv'd. 


LOVIS A could not forbear teſtifying with 
what Reluctance ſhe parted from De la Veire, by 


ta Torrent of Tears ; which he faild not to en- 


deavour to dry up, by all the tender Expreſſions 


he was capable of making. 


AMABELL A ſoon making ready for her 


Departure, they all ſet out for the Town, and De 


la Veire took Leave on the Borders of it, of his 
weeping Miſtreſs, for a much longer Time than 
either of them imagin'd, | 


AFTER which, the Chariot of Amatella drove 


to the Houſe of the Count De Sciſſons, where ſhe 


ſurrender'd up her Charge; telling him, as ſhe had 
cone his Daughter, that an extraordinary Buſineſs 


nad oblig'd her to leave the Country to ſoon; and 


G5 privately 


143006 
ptivately adviſing him to renew his Watchfulne 


over Loviſa, for that being far from cured of he 
amorous Inclinations to De la Jeire, ſhe would 


certainly make uſe of her utmoſt Wit, either tw 


Write to him, or ſee him. 


THe old Count appear'd full of Gratitude fy 
the Caution ſhe gave him, and immediately te. 


manded Loviſa to her Chamber, under the Ob. 


ſeryance of that Servant who had before been he 
Guardian. 


Tus did this treacherous Woman receiry 
Thanks from thoſe by whom ſhe merited only t 
be curs'd ; and while ſhe was the Betrayer anc 
moſt bitter Enemy of Loviſa's Virtue, and Pea: 
of Mind, was look'd on as the Preſerver of the 
one, and Conſolation of the other. Never hal 
any one more Cauſe to pride herſelf in fuccelsu 
Miſchief, than had this ſubtile Incendiary. 


Bur to return to my Story, Loviſa thus ruin, 
and ſecur'd from being any Interruption to the De- 
lign ſhe had in Hand; ſhe return'd in three or four 
Days to her Country-Seat, having firſt ſent a Let 
ter to De la Feire, deſiring him to repair thithe 
with all poſſible Expedition. At the Receipt 0 
which, not doubting but Love had accompanies 
her, as was reſolved at parting, he made all the 
Haſte imaginable to obey the expected Sum. 
mons, 


Bur how greatly was he amaz'd and diap- 
pointed, when being arriv'd at the Villa, Amari: 
met him in the Hall, and told him, that a TA 
| ange 
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Change in the Humour of the Count De Soiſſons, 
* thad prevented him from ſuffering his Daughter tv 
"BJ ome with her. had not Time, /aid Spe, 


” the Alteration of his Defigns fo much confounded 

1 me, to give you Notice of this unlook'd-for Miſ- 
fortune. 

1 | DE la Jeire look'd with ſome Concern at 

N theſe Tidings ; but the Time in which he came, 


envot permitting him to return with any Conveni- 
FW ence, join'd with Amabella's Invitation, made him, 
without any Difficulty, refolve to paſs that Night 
at her Houle, 
Z Now was the Exigence which requir'd the Ma- 
ſter- piece of her Cunning. De la Veire look'd on 
her as the Friend of Loviſa, the Perſon by whoſe 
Means he had obtain'd the Enjoyment of that 
Lady, and ſhe could not imagine, that if he were 
inclin'd, as ſhe could wiſh him, he would dare to 
make known his Deſires, without ſome Encou- 
ragement that they would not be unwelcome, 


AL I. Supper-time, therefore, ſhe entertain'd 
him with Diſcourſes on the Force of Love, and 
© the wonderful Effects it had produced in all Ages. 


Ar TER Which, they went to Cards, Picquet 
was the Game; but before they began, What 
Stakes, Madam? /aid be. Kiſſes, I think, my 
Lord! reply'd /be ; and if I loſe, Lovifa ſhall pay 
the Score: But it you are the Winner, re- 
ned be with an Air of, at that Time, unmeaning 
% Callantiy, by whom muſt you be paid? Nor will 

A be fair, that I ſhould wait ſo long for the Pay- 
my | ment, 


. 
* 
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ment of a juſt Debt, as till I ſee that Lady, — 
I think, therefore, we ought, as Gameſters uſual) 
do, to depoſite the Stakes before the Deciſion 


the Game; for my Part, I ſhall be no Niggard of 


mine. 


WIr # theſe Words he roſe from his Seat, an 


taking her in his Arms, half raviſh'd three or fou 


Kiſſes from her Lips. Remember, Madam, «©; 
he, that if J have the good Fortune to conquer, 
ſhall expect theſe doubled back. Well, wel, 
reply d. the, laughing, the Vanquiſh'd muſt obey, 


WIT this, they cut for Dealing, the Lui 


fell to De la Veire; but tho' ſhe had all the Ad. 
vantage the Cards could give, ſhe was wholly in- 
capable of taking it, and he was Forty the fi 
Hand. You will have your Point, /a:4 ſbe, and 
there is no reſiſting you. I ſhould then bez 
happy Man, indeed, 74j0in'd he. 


WIr E theſe kind of Double Entenders did ſhe 
entertain him while the Game continued; and he 
muſt have been as ignorant as he was really di- 
cerning, not to have perceiv'd that her Thoughts 
were not ſet on Play. He being the Winner, de. 
manded his Stake, and that of hers, which the 
Fortune of the Cards had made his due. 


1 told you before, /aid ſhe, putting bim bait 
fainth, that I would make an Aſſignment to L. 
viſa. I never truſt on theſe Scores, Madam, 
anſiuer d be, ſtruggling with her, and if you te- 


— — — 


fuſe to diſcharge a Debt of Honour by fair Means, W 


muſt haye Recourſe to Force, 
W ELL, 


0 14 


ſenſible you are but excited to by the Thoughts of 
her. 


4 
| 


| 


. 


8 

* 
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Wer LL, reſumed fhe, tis dangerous jeſting with 
you Men, when a favourite Miſtreſs is not pre- 
ſent, Were Loviſa here now, you durſt not take 
the Freedom ; and if I had the Pride of ſome of 
my Sex, I ſhould not, perhaps, permit you to 
indulge yourſelf in Liberties with me, which I am 


Ir I were ſo devoted to her, anſiber d he, as to 
be inſenſible of any other Charms than thoſe ſhe 


is Miſtreſs of, I ſhould rather fit penſive and regret- 


£4 
4 
y 


| 


ful of the Diſappointment I have met with in her 
Abſence. —— But this is not the firſt Time, Ma- 
dam, that you have reproach'd me with Coldneſs, 


and I ſhould indeed make good that Character, if 


having the Opportunity of being alone with ſo 
© fine a Woman as Amabella, I employ'd it in Re- 
flections on any other. 


On, Heavens! cryd ſbe, with an Air of viſible 


Afﬀfefation, you would not ſure offer to think on 
me with any Thing more than Indifference, — 


But if you ſhould, I ſhall not truſt myſelf with 


© ſo dangerous a Temptation, and will therefore bid 


you farewell for this Night. You will not 
leave me, cy'd he, endeavouring to ſtay ber. 
Indeed I muſt, repfy'd be, I defign to bathe to 


Night, and my Maids have told me an Hour a- 
go, that all the Things are ready. 


Wirk theſe Words ſhe rang a little Silver 
Bell which hung near her, and her Woman im- 


mediately entring, — Lead to the Bathing-Room, 


faid 
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faid ſbs; and as ſhe went out of the Room, cat 
a Look back on De la Jeire, which would have 
ſufficiently inform'd him, if her Behaviour before 
had not done it, that ſhe fled with no other In. 
tent than to be purſued to a Place more convenien: 
for an amorous Rendezvous. 


AMABELL A had Wit and Beauty, and our 
young Lover was not ſo entirely taken up with Ls 
v1/a, but that he had a Vacancy in his Heart for 
a kind Miſtreſs, poſſeſs'd of the Qualification; 
this Lady was. 


In ſhort, ſhe judg'd right; thoſe Charms, 
which before his Enjoyment of Loviſa were not 
obſery'd, now ſhone in their full Vigour. The 
Ragings of Deſire for that young Beauty being ap- 
peas'd by Fruition, if he was not what may be 
call'd in Love with Amabella, he extremely liket 
her, and fancied that in her Society he might find 
enough to conſole him for the Abſence of L. 


U/a, 


H E reſolv'd, at leaſt, to try; and there being 
nothing of that regardful Awe, which had made 
her railly him on the Score of the other, to inter- 
cept the Progreſs of his Deſires in this Amour, he 
thought of nothing but how to compleat it hand- 
ſomely. There required not much Study. She 
had told him ſhe was going to bathe ; he was c- 
nough acquainted with the Houſe, to know where 
that Marble Convenience was plac'd, and was 
more than half confident ſhe expected him there, 


HE 
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ae He therefore quitted the Hall where they had 
fore been at play, and taking two or three Turns in 
In. the Gallery, at the End of which was the Deſcent 
len into the Bathing-Room; to the End that he might 

obſerve the coming in, or going out of her Atten- 

dants, he took his Opportunity, when he found 
our they were diſmiſs'd, of going ſoftly down, where, 
L. thro' a Glaſs-door, he faw Amabella lying on a 
fr Couch, in the moſt languiſhing, and Defire-in- 
ons fpiring Poſture in the World. 


SHE ſeem'd juſt riſen from the Bath; ſhe was 
NS, quite naked, but for a Mantle of Roſe-colour'd 


"0! WWE Sattin, careleſly thrown over one Shoulder; her 
he Neck, her Breaſt, her fine proportion'd Limbs, 
. were all expos'd to view; her ſwimming Eyes, 


be and glowing Cheeks, denoted ſhe abundantly ex- 
ct WW perienc'd in her own Heart, the Wiſhes the cre- 
dated in another's ; and with which he was too 
- WW warmly actuated, to waſte many Moments in a 
E diſtant Admiration : He put his Hand to the Door, 
which not being made faſt, yielded to his Touch, 
and flying open, gave him Admittance to the Scene 
ce of Bliſs. 


he 8E E affected not to be ſenſible who *twas that 
 W centred, and feigning to take him for one of the 
e Maid- Servants, What means this Interrup- 


- W tion? /aid /be. Did I not tell you, I ſhould de- 


re vote an Hour or two to Thought and Contempla- 
as tion, and command you not to approach *till I 
call'd? 


F 0 R/ 
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Fok Iv the Impatience of a Creditor, «,.þ 
fwer'd he, whoſe Wants oblige him to demand in. 
mediate Payment. You know on what Bargin 
we fat down to Cards, and that I have not yet te. 
ceiy'd one half of what is due to me on that Score, 


FyEI cyd /be, in a Tranſport, which not c 
her Artifice could enable her to conceal ; you wo 
not ſure defire the Remainder at ſuch a Time x 
this. Conſider, I am undreſs'd ; naked, in; 
manner; alone, and *tis Midnight. What Op. 
nion would you have of me, ſhould I permit you 
to tarry with me at ſuch a Seaſon, and Diſad- 
vantage ? 


THE moſt generous, reply'd he, that a faith- 
fully enamour'd Heart can have of the Beauty he 
adores. Theſe Words were accompanied by Ati. {Wi 
ons, and follow'd by others eaſy to be gueis'd at, 
= adapted to the preſent Emotions of his De- 
ire. 


Ir Extaſy, wound up to the higheſt Pitch tit m 
Paſſion knows, is to be bleſs'd, this Pair were ſo 
compleatly. The unexpected Joy, added to the 


_ Greatneſs of it in De la /eire, as did the Pains ſhe 


had taken to arrive at it, endear it to Amabella; 
both were equally tranſported, both equally con- 
feſs'd the unrival'd Power of the ſoft God, and 
aided the melting Inſpiration. 


For many Days and Nights did they remain 
unſatiated with the amorous Entertainment; and, 
perhaps had not ſeparated ſo ſoon, had not ur 
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$f the ſudden Death of Count De la Veire oblig d 
he young Gentleman to appear in Town, to or- 
ger the Ceremony of his Father's Funeral, and 
take Poſſeſſion of his Title and Eftate ; which he 
Was ſcarce well ſettled in, before he received a 
Letter from Loviſa, acquainting him that ſhe was 


Frith Child; that her Misfortune, by the old Wo- 


man appointed to attend her, had been perceiv'd, 
and alſo diſcover'd to the Count De Soiffons ; that, 
enraged at ſuch an Accident, by a drawn Dagger 
pointed at her Breaſt, he had compell'd her to con- 
feſs the whole Truth of all; which rather height- 
ming than any way abating his Indignation, he 
thad made her that Moment fall a Sacrifice, had 
he not been prevented by the Woman who had 
betray'd the Secret to him: But that ſhe hourly 
expected when ſhe ſhould receive from his Hands, 
the Puniſhment of her Diſobedience and Folly, 

Hap Love himſelf been the Dictator of this 


Epiſtle, it could not have been written in Terms 


more ſoft, more tender, or more moving; nor 
have had a greater Effect on him to whom it was 
directed, 8 


AL 1, the Paſſion he had formerly felt for this 


Charmer, and which his Intrigue with Amabel/a 
had but ſmother'd, not extinguiſh'd, now blaz'd 


up in its firſt Force, at the Knowledge of her 
Diſtreſs: And being, by the Death of his Father, 
perfectly Maſter of his own Actions, reſolv'd to 
do his utmoſt to convert her Complainings into 


Joy and Satisfaction. 


HE 
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HE went to the Houſe of the Count De ut. 
fons, and the Conſiderations of his Love humbling 
all his Pride, he fell at his Feet, entreating h 
would not revenge on him the Crime of his An. 

ceſtors ; that he wiſh'd nothing ſo much as a R. 
conciliation between their Families; and had ben h: 
ſo far from entertaining any Deſigns to th pr. 
Prejudice of Lowi/a's Virtue, that he look'd on him. 
ſelf as her Husband, and her Honour as his own, 


In fine, he pleaded. with ſuch Succeſs, that th 
Count, obſtinate as he was, could not long de 
deaf to his Reaſons. He pardon'd all that 
was paſt, conſented to their Marriage; and when 

he reflected on the uncommon Proof of Love tte 
young Count had given, began to think his Daug|- 
ter the happieſt of her Sex, 


a HE now lov'd him with as much Zeal ani 
. Sincerity as he had formerly hated him. ——— 4 
the Relations and Friends, of both Parties, re'oil 
at ſo bleſs d an Union; and none but the treache- 

| rous Amabella had reaſon to repine. 


T rx1s Lady had made uſe of all the Stratagems W- 
which either Love or Reſentment could inſpire het 
with, to break off this Marriage; but all being in- 
effectual, the Sight of her RivaPs Felicity, and the 
daily Fears ſhe was in, that De la Veire would ex- 
poſe what had paſt between them to his Wife, BW 
and thro her Jealouſy it ſhould become a publics WW 
Diſcourſe, made her reſolve to quit the World, 
and bid adieu for ever to Intrigue, She choſe 
for her Aſylum the College of Benedictine, = 
ow 
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ow long theſe grave Thoughts had any Prevalence 
Fith her, I ſhall To-morrow Night inform you. 


HERE ceasd the nocturnal Intelligence, and 


bvift as Lightning from the opening Heavens, ſhot 


om the Place, and left no Tracts behind, but 


Wha : were printed in the Memory of the wandring 
Frude. 
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The End of the Fourth Part, 


RART 


Moment, when fhe appear'd, and to he 


FARE V. 


EVER did vain Coquette ex: 
— pct the Addreſſes of a nw 
ey Adorer, nor wiſhing Bride 
Mm groom the Approach of Nigh, 


with greater Impatience, than did our Pri 
the promis'd Viſit of her aerial Intelligence: 


At length approach'd the long-wiſh'd-fi 


attentive Soul thus diſclos'd the whole Se 
cret of Amabella's Woes, 


The 


2 
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. Eifory of AMABELLA, and the 
| agreeable Father CLEOMONT, 


(EYE EVER Woman had a greater Share 
of Wit and Spirit, than had this 
= Lady; and, indeed, the too great 
Affluence of the latter, was the 

Source of both her Faults and Mis- 

| 9 fortunes: It made her extreme in 
| her Paſions, violent in the Purſuit of her De- 


ride. 
mA and impatient in any Diſappointment of 
*" wa 


Nox was it ſo much the Grief ſhe conceiv'd 
. baving loſt a Lover, ſo agreeable as De la Veire, 

the Vexation it gave her haughty Mind, to find 
: paſt her Power to break off his Marriage with 


ge: Loviſa, which occafion'd her retiring into the Mo- 


baſtery. 


Bur Tempers of this Sort, tho* they ſuffer 
violently for a Time, ſuffer not ſo long as thoſe 
which reflect with leſs Vehemence. Extremes 

re never laſting ; nor, indeed, is it poſſible : For 

Th, Kat Spirit which ſhould perpetuate the Paſſion, of 
What kind ſoever it be, evaporates, and flies — 

5 Wnen 
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when indulg'd to a Pitch of Extravagance. Tu 
rible at firſt were the Emotions of Am abu 
Rage, her Grief, and her Deſpair; ſhe cus 
Mankind, reſolv'd to love no more, ſhunn's 
Society, and vow'd to ſhut herſelf from the Wa 
for ever. i 


Bur, alas! this was the Determination of i 
more than a few Weeks; thoſe Diſcontents which 
had oblig'd her to make it, abating by DezraM 
her former Vivacity return'd, and all thoſe deni 
ments which were no way agreeable to the di 
Rules of a Monaſtick Life, 


AGAIN ſhe long'd for Pleaſure ; the Their y 
the Cards, Feaſting, Dancing, and Publick Aſen 
blies, now took up all her Thoughts. She cull 
not conſent to bury her Youth and Beauty in d- 


ſcurity. — 


SHE burn'd for Praiſe, and languiſh'd to behdll 
the admiring Youths fill up her ſplendid Tran, 
and hear their ſoft Addreſſes. 


SHE order'd, therefore, to have her Hou 
which ſhe had quitted, retaken and fitted up; an 
every Thing was preparing for her Return int 
the World, when a ſudden Paſſion ſeiz'd upon h 
Soul with fo much Violence, that ſhe had not 5. 
tience to wait till that Time for the Gratificaton 8 ; 
of it. | 


AM oNG the Number of Fryars, who viſitel 1 
this Convent, there was one whoſe Name vi 


Cleomont : He was deſcended of a Noble * 
10u5 
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rious Family; and though a younger Son, was 
not deſign'd for the Cowl, but had an Education 


ore befitting a Man who was to make his For- 
e by the Court, not quit it for a Cloyſter, 


To 
ab: 
cuz 
1d 
Wat! q 
* He ſung, danc'd, plaid admirably well upen the 
Lute and Guittar ; and had the moſt engaging 
Manner of Addreſs imaginable. 


To add to all this, he had the fineſt Eyes in 

the World, the lovelieſt Complexion, a Shape and 

Air which not all the Diſadvantages of his Habit, 

could hinder from being perfectly graceful, and 

was not at this Time above eight and twenty 

ai vears of Age. 

em ; 

coun Tux Charms of his Wit and Perſon had been 

n 0-W fatal to many a believing Maid. Rarely had his 
[Declarations of Love faiFd of the Succeſs he aim'd 
lat. The general Admiration he recèiv'd from the 


cn Women, gain'd him the Envy and Hatred of the 
na, ; Men. 
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SEVERAL there were, who, fruſtrated of their 


oule | Deſigns by his ſuperior Graces, watch'd diligently 
a for an Opportunity of ruining him; but the moſt 
nu gangerous of his Enemies was the Count De Ruel, 
n Let who having been depriv'd by him of a favourite 
b Miſtreſs, and unable to call him to Account for 
auen it in his own Perſon, by Reaſon he was married to 

the moſt jealous Woman in the World, but who 
„had rais'd his Fortune, and therefore durſt not 
iel | difoblige ; he ſet his Valet de Chambre to affront 
ky q Clement in publick Company. 


Tous ; H „ 
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H E was young and fiery, and without a 
Conſideration how unworthy he was of his Swar, 
he gave him an immediate Challenge, which beiny 
anſwer'd by the other, they met and fought, 


CLEOMONT run him through the Hen 
at the ſecond or third Paſs ; and being taken befor 
he could make his Eſcape, was try'd for his Life 
The Laws in this Country being extremely ſeyet 
againſt Duelliſts, and very much enforc'd by Coun 
De Ruell, Cleomont receiv d Sentence of Death, 


THe Intereſt of his Friends, however, pro. 
_ Cured him ſeveral Reprieves ; and at length, q 
Condition that he would diſpoſe of his whole Fa. 
tune in charitable Uſes, renounce the World, and 
become a Monk, he received a full Pardon for hi 
Crime. 


T AIs was the Cauſe which brought him among 
the Number of the Religious; but tho the Fer 
of Death, or the Deſire of Life, had ſo great an 
Effect on him as to oblige him to change his Hi 
bit, his Heart was ſtill the ſame, his Inclinatiom 
as vigorous, and his Taſte of Pleaſure nothing in. 
terior to what it had been, 


HE was oblig'd, indeed, to purſue the Gratii- 
cation of his Paſſions with more Secrecy than be- 
fore; and was therefore happy in leſs frequent Op- 
portunities of indulging them, 


BV T notwithſtanding the Diſadvantages of hi 
Function, and the Dangers which he ingots In 
making 
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aking an. amorous Declaration, there ſtill were 
umbers who experienc'd he had but in ſhow re- 
ounc'd the Joys of Love, and that it was an Im- 
oflibility he cou'd ever be capable of giving or 
F&cciving them, in a more ſuperlative Degree than 
= Wk 


uz MAB EL L d, at her firſt Entrance into the 
lonaſtery, had been too much taken up with the 
Thoughts of De la Veire; and ſince, with her 
deſign of returning to the World, to take any 
otice of this charming Hypocrite, tho' ſhe had 
ften ſeen him in Company with other #ryars ; 
ut it was not with that ſlight and tranſient View 
e had regarded her; thoſe Beauties which had ſo 
hall an Influence over De la Veire, obtain'd the 
Moſt potent one that the Owner's Vanity could 
iſh, on this young Fryar. 


i WIr EH the moſt ardent Wiſhes did he burn, 
nen With ſofteſt Languiſhments did his whole Soul diſ- 
Fea lve, whenever he beheld her; but the little Ob- 
EErvation which he perceiv'd ſhe made on him, not 
wing him an Opportunity to practiſe on her thoſe 
dow Arts which he had try'd with ſuch Succeſs on o- 
> Withers, he was oblig'd to ſmother in painful Silence 
. Agitations he was poſſeſs d of; repining at his 
„ ate, but finding no Means whereby he might at- 
ar gempt Relief. | 


Op k For ſome Weeks he labour'd under this, the 
Evereſt Circumſtance of an amorous Flame; ſtill 
iſhing, ſtill defiring, ſtill impatient, yet Hopeleſs 
dt ever obtaining, or even making the dear Ob- 
ect ſenſible of what he 1 25 for her ſake ; But 
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at laſt Fortune preſented him with an Oppor tui 
ſo full, ſo extenſive, as exceeded all that a Lo 
when moſt he feeds himſelf with hope-creaf 
Images, could in Idea form. = 


THE Prieſt appointed for the Spiritual Gu 
of Amabella's Thoughts, on ſome Occaſion ben 
obliged to quit the Convent, Cleomont was, by M 
Lady Abbeſs, nominated to ſupply his Place, wi 
forthwith order'd to attend her. 


SCARCE was the tranſported Lover able 
contain the Emotions of his Joy from thoſe | 
whoſe Pretence it was moſt his Intereſt to concal 
it; but maſtering the Symptoms of this Paſſion, x 
he had done thoſe of the other which had ſo lay 
tormented him, he received this new Miſſion o 
as a Prieſt would do, who had no other Motil 
than Religion to induce him to take on him tM 
Charge of a Confeſſor. 


He was no ſooner departed from the Abdel, 
than he began to caſt about in his Mind, in wi 
Manner he ſhould declare hunſelf, 


Ir ſeem'd to him before, that he wanted n. 
thing but an Opportunity, but he now found i 
he ſtood in need of much more. 


H x had imagin' d, by the Fire that ſparkled "i 
Amabella's Eyes, that her Heart was not entire 
cold, and could not perſuade himſelf but that ther 
was a Stock of amorous Inclinations in her Soul! 
but whether they might not be already all engagen 
devoted to another, lay che Doubt. 4 ; 

RE ATF 
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* S GrxEaAT were the Difficulties with which he 
real pow perceiv'd he was about to engage; and in the 

ECircumſtances in which they both were, had he 
been agitated by an ordinary Paſſion, and not poſ- 
Wd of more Courage and Reſolution than moſt 
Men are, he had yet deſiſted: But former Succefles 
Having given him Proofs how vaſtly it was in his 
Power to charm, he flatter'd himſelf with a kind of 
en Aſſurance of making an Impreſſion on her 
Heart, were it not already prepoſſeſſed in favour 
1 94 another. 


AND if it ſhould be ſa, which is the moſt for- 
idable of all the Dangers I can foreſee, ſaid he 
s himſelf, ſhe will have too much Generoſity to 
1 o etray and ruin the Man who loves her, only be- 
fotire : auſe he does ſo. 
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I fhall be in no worſe a Condition than now; 
nay, of the two leſs vexatious, ſince nothing is fo 
Kormenting as Suſpence: When certain of never 
obtaining her, Deſpair will put an End ts my Life, 
if it cannot to my Love, and I ſhall either way 
de at reſt from Hopes and Fears, and all the Train 
Rot Perplexities which now invade me, and are the 
Attendants of an undiſcover'd Flame. | 


\bbels 
ILL 


d no- 
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= In this Manner did he argue with himſelf, and 
dy Degrees re- aſſumed that Boldneſs ſo requiſite in 
Love-Affairs, and to which he had been greatly 
t ther 13 for gaining him the Completion of his 
Soul Deſtres on the Fair Sex. 
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TRE Hour being arrived in which he was , 


viſit the dear Idol of his preſent Adorations, þ! | 


found her alone, and with ſuch a Gaiety, mix 
with Softneſs in her Countenance, as ſeem'd: 
lucky Omen to his Hopes. 


Tux firſt Formalities of his Function being 
over, approaching her with an Air which had in 


it ſomething irreſiſtably engaging. | 
| In 
MADAM, ſaid he, T know not whether o 


ought to impute the Choice which the Lady Ab- 
beſs has made of me for your Confeſſor, as the 
Effect of my good or ill Fortune, but am certin 


you will find ſo great a Difference between me, Mit 


and that Reverend Father whom I am appcinted 
to ſucceed, that I tremble to officiate in his room, 


T o' theſe Words were far from containing 
any Declaration of Love, yet they appear'd ſo 
myſterious, that ſhe could not well know how to 
reply to tem; but looking on him with a good 
deal of Surprize, not only for his Manner of ex 
preſſing himſelf, but alſo for the uncommon Per- 
fections ſhe ſaw about him, 


I hope, Sir, anſiber d ſhe, my Conduct will ne- 
ver give you ſo much Occaſion to repent th i 
Charge you have taken of me, as to make you Wn 
think Charity a Misfortune, 


CHARIT Y, Madam, briſkly interrupted u, 
ought to take Birth at Home; and if while Ie 


deaveur to fortify you in thoſe Principles Py 
| le 
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lend to Peace, I loſe my own for ever; how fa- 
tal will be this Virtue! How much leſs wretched 


Ed I been, never to have been known to the 


F 


$:dorable Amabella, than to be known and ſconr'd. 


A Softneſs inexpreſſible ſtream'd from his Eyes 


: 
Jas he ſpoke this, and every Feature denoted the 
tender Tumults of his Soul; but when he ceas'd, 


qa Sigh ſo deep as ſeem'd to rend his Breaſt, ſup- 
plied the Place of Words, and while it forbad him 
to utter more, declar'd his Meaning, in a Man- 
ner, which ſham'd all Language, and triumph'd 


over the faint Arts of Eloquence. n 


AMABELL A had been too much acquaint- 


Wed with ſuch kind of Intelligence, not to under-- 


ſtand what this betoken'd ; and by his Silence ha- 


ving now an Opportunity of obſerving him, his. 


Eyes being caſt on the Ground, ſhe diſcover'd ſo 


many Charms about him, that ſhe could think 
nothing leſs than a Angel in the Shape of Man, 
and in a Moment was poſieſs'd of as violent a 


: Paſſion, as Heart is capable of conceiving. 


ö Ir would ill become me, Sir, reſumed foe, to 
treat a Perſon of your Habit, with any other than 
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the moſt ſincere Reſpect. 


Bes1DEs, purſued ſbe, bluſhing, with the in- 


© ward Emotions of her Soul, tis impoſſible to look 


on you, and believe you have renounc'd the World, 


& becauſe you have been ill treated in it. 


N o rather, having engrofſed the Sum of all 


© Eſteem, in Pity to the leſs deſerving of your Sex, 
| H 


3 you 
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you generouſly retire, and hide that Merit which, W 
when preſent, would ſuffer no other to appear, 


PRAISES from a Mouth like yours, anſwer 
he, might well excuſe my growing vain : Had! 
ever ſeen a Form like Amabella's, no Confiders 
ton could have prevail'd upon me to take a Voy, 
which makes it criminal for me to adore any other 
Beauties than thoſe of her Mind. | 


An! why, continued he, looking on her wit) 
K yes all flaming with Deſire, why from thoſe Per. 
ſons deſtin'd to renounce the Joys of Life, doe 
Heaven not take away the Appetite ! 


How vain are Oaths, how fruitleſs all the 
Bounds which Virtue and Religion ſet, when 
Charms like yours appear in Oppoſition, and over- 
power Love ſwells up the Soul! 


PARDON this Declaration (purſued he, after a 
little pauſe, perceiving, or imagining he did ſe, © 
certain Sternneſ on ber Countenance) becauſe tis ur 
avoidable ; my Life is in your Power, — diſpoſe 0 
it as you pleaſe; for ſince this Paſſion has taken 
Poſſeſſion of my Faculties, all other Suggeſtions 
are below iny Notice. 


I muſt adore the charming Amabella ; mult tel 
her ſo, muſt uſe my utmoſt Endeavours to engage 
her to pity what I feel, tho Death inevitable be 
the Portion of my raſh Attempt. 


I ſhould be moſt unworthy of that Paſhon you We 
profeſs, replied ſbe, were I of a Diſpoſition ſo 
| | grate 
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ateful as to return it with Deceit, and baſe in- 
ming. 


Tux Secret of your Love ſhall never be di- 

gd by me; and would to Heaven it were as 

Much in my Power to eaſe thoſe Pains of which 

oy, . complain, as it is in my Will to compaſſionate 
em. 


| On, God! what Contradiction do theſe few 
Words contain? reſumed he, Can you compaſſio- 
hate without eaſing me? That, that alone 
1 my utmoſt Hope could promiſe. -—— Pity 
& the moſt tender Emotion of the Soul, nor can, 
pe Wretch ſo comforted regret his Lot. —— 
the hile you vouchſafe to liſten to my Love, to 
ben N ook with ſoft Forgiveneſs on me; what more will 
ver- hheſe Robes, and the Vow I have taken, permit 
me to entreat? 


ri AM, interrupted Amabella, can you ſtop there? 
0, « Will you for ever be contented, that ] un- 
un- owning hear your Addrefles? —— Will a cold 
e of WFriendſhip, nd a juſt Efteem, be always the Ex- 
ken tent of your Defires ? Will not encroaching 
ions Love, in ſpite of Vows, of Virtue, and Religion, 
ſcek more ſubſtantial Food than ſuch as the Spirit 
can afford ? - Examine your own Wiſhes, 
tell and tell me if they are of a Nature ſo eaſy to be 
rage Wiſatished, 
be 
* SHE concluded theſe Words with a Smile, 
© which immediately inform'd him what Anſwer 
you it was would be moft advantageous to his Deſigns. 


: 
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HER Looks that Moment gave him a full l. 
timation of all that paſs'd within her Soul ; ay 
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told him, that to appear defirous of a little, was vie © 
receive but little, - 
AND, indeed, nothing can be more certiin, - 


than that he had gain'd her eternal Difpleaſur, , 
had he in the leaft abated the firſt Ardency of h © 
Pretenſions. 


ADAPTING, therefore, his Looks and Ge. 
ftures to his Words, Ah ! Madam, /aid he, wh 
do you cruelly enforce a Queſtion which you vel 
know is not in my Power to anſwer as I ought, 


I dare not deceive you, nor ſhould J be beliere, 
if I ſhould boaſt fo great a Command over that 
Paſhon which commands the World, and leaves 
us not the Government of ourſelyes. 


Y es, moſt adorable Amabella, fince you oblige 
me to this Declaration, I muſt confeſs, that tle 
Deſires with which my Boſom heaves, are pro- 
portion'd to the Charms which have inſpir'd them, 
and are too extenſive to be limited, 


I dare not truſt myſelf to think how far they 
might tranſport me, but you are ſafe, whatever! 
endure by the Violence of their Agitations. Ne- 
ver will I preſume to offend beyond what may de- 
ſerve your Pardon, 


AMABELLA replied to this in a Manner 
neither to give Hope nor Deſpair ; but in an A- 
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N mour, ſuch as he was proſecuting, not to inflict 
the one, was a certain Encouragement to the other. 


y 
is ” TxsTEAD of Confeſſion, Abſolution, and the 
Z other Offices of his Function, ſhe oblig'd him to 
| employ ſome Part of the Time they were toge- 
ther, in relating the Hiſtory of his Life, and the 
tin Reaſons which had induc'd him to turn Fryar 
the reſt was taken up in purſuing the Deſign he had 
hi begun, in which he had ſo good Succeſs, that be- 
"WW fore they parted, he had ſufficient Marks of Fa- 
© your from her to feed Imagination with, and en- 
ble him to ſupport Abſence, 


x FV LL of pleafing Ideas did he depart, and left 
1. il her in a kind of a delightful Hurry of the Spirits, 
n agreeable Diſorder, which nothing but the In- 
res, fancy of Deſire can give. 
vel, 
be. NEVER had ſhe felt more of Love than now, 
the charming Fryar appear d more lovely than De 
la Veire, or all Mankind had done; and, as you 
may judge by her former Behaviour, being not of 
2 Humour to give herſelf any Pain about con- 
trolling her Inclinations, ſhe thought of nothing 
but the Means of indulging them in the moſt a- 
greeable Manner. | 


they > Tre neceſſary Preparations for her Return in- 
'e 1 ohe World being almoſt finiſh'd, ſhe reſolved 
Ne. dat the firſt Thing ſhe did, after ſhe left the Mo- 
Enaſtery, ſhould be to make Cleomont happy. 
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Su x propoſed an Infinity of Pleaſure in an In. 
trigue with him; his Function rendring it mor 
dangerous for him to have it diſcover'd on his own 
Score, than it would be ſhameful on hers, made 
her ſecure of his inviolable Secrecy. | 


THEN, the Riſque he run, in making an 4 
morous Declaration, render'd her alſo pretty eajy 
as to any Suſpicions of his Conſtancy. . 
Thing conſpir'd to prepoſſeſs her with the bright- 
eſt Idea of Happineſs that an amorous Heart could 
form. | 


Bo T juſt as every Thing was ready for her 
leaving the Monaſtery, News arriv'd that her Mo- 
ther, who had for ſome Time liv'd in a diſtant 
Province, had died of an Apoplectick Fit. 


As ſhe had been ſo long retir'd from the World, 
to come into it again immediately after the Los 
of ſo near and dear a Relation, would have ap- 
pear'd ſo indecent and unnatural an Action, 2 
muſt juſtly have ſubjected her to the Ridicule of 2 
many as knew her. | 


A Month was the leaſt ſhe could allow to Sor- 
row, or, to ſpeak more properly, to the Appear- 
ance of it: So much Time, therefore, ſhe con- 
demn'd to her Confinement ; knowing that it wa 
in her Power to ſweeten it as ſhe pleas'd with the 
Society of her lovely Fryar, who now had proſe- 
cuted his Sollicitations with ſuch Succeſs, that he 
had obtain'd her Promiſe of yielding to him al 


that | 
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: that rapacious Love could ask the Moment ſhe 


quitted the Monaſtery. 
more WP 
own Bu T this Accident detaining her there longer 


than ſhe had deſign'd, the Impatience of. his Paſ- 
fon made him never ceaſe to preſs her for the Gra- 
tifcation of it; and one Day finding her in a 
Diſpoſition more than ordinarily fayourable to his 
Wiſhes, he let not the happy Moment {lip, but 
rer without waiting for a full Conſent, boldly ſciz'd 
rich- the long d-for Bliſs, and half-yielding, half- reluctant 
couls as ſhe was, left nothing more for her to give, nor 


him to entreat. The Poet ſays, 
* e Faults of Love 
int Wi 

By Love are juſti d. 

oy | AND "tis certain that nothing can be more 
e 5. true than that Maxim. When a Woman is con- 
n. + MW inced that the is belov'd, or but imagines that 
of z be is fo, a Crime of this Nature but enhances the 

Merit of the Paſſion; and the more ungoverna- 

dle it is, the more it has a Title to Forgiveneſs. 
Sor- 


per- SINS of Omiſſion, in this Caſe, are only ar 
pf bardonable; and though we command an awful 
wlll diſtance, we ſcorn the Fool who hopes to gain our 


* | Favour by a dull Obedience ; and preſently be- 
proſe- leve, that if he truly lov'd, he could not have ſo 
* he geat a Maſtery over his Deſires. 
im 1 49 ag 
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TAE very Extaſies which the happy Cleomn 
enjoy'd, were a ſufficient Excuſe for his Boldne; 
nor needed he the leſs effectual aid of Words to gain 
his Pardon from the equally tranſported Fair. E 


NE v E R did the wanton God behold a Sacrifice iW- 
moreworthy of his acceptance, than that now offers MW g 
him by this enamour'd Pair. 0 


SCARCE could they ſeparate, tho” Reaſon toll 
them, to be too long together might occaſion Sul. 
picions fatal to their Love, and to the Life of Cl. 


A x length, however, he tore himſelf away, but 
fail'd not the next Day to renew the happineſs of 
the foregoing one. 


Many ſucceeding ones were paſs'd in the ſame 
manner: And. indeed, it ſeem'd as if Enjoyment had 
but increas'd their mutual Ardor, and the more 
they poſſeſs d, the more they ſtill defur'd.. 


*T 1 $ probable, by the beginning of their Amour, 
they might have continued a long Series of guilty 
Rapture, if Heaven, who rarely ſuffers the breach 
of Vows to go unpuniſh'd, had not put a period to 
it as full of Horror as the Crime had been of De- 


light. 
BE TORE Anabella's coming to the Monaſte 
ry, the warmth Cleomont's Conſtitution had er- 


gag'd him to make an amorous Declaration to 3 
young Devotee, call'd Mariana. 


Hs 
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His Charms had the fame ſucceſs on her they 
had found on ſo many others; all the conſiderations 
of her Vow, and the Dangers to which ſhe was 
* expoſed in the Breach of it, were overwhelm'd 
and ſwallow'd up in more prevailing Love. 


ifice 1 SHE yielded to his Preſſures, and became as 
gerd guilty as he could wiſh. The Conſequence 
of which Condeſcenſion was what might be natu- 

rally expected, ſhe was with Child, 


Su. FF CLEOMONT being inform'd of it by her, 
Cl. vas with reaſon extremely alarm'd, both for his 
own fake, and that of hers, 


but Bu T not having Preſence enough of Mind to 
of think immediately what was beſt to be done, and 
ſoon after ſeiz d with an Indiſpoſition, which pre- 
vented him for ſome time from coming to the Mo- 


me naſtery, he found the means, by a Brother Fryar, 


had to give her the beſt Advice was in his Power how 
ore to prevent the growing Shame from diſcovery. 


THE Far whom he entruſted, deliver'd kis 


, Letter to her, the Contents whereof were as fol- 
l low: 
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To my Deareſt MARIANA 
S ICKNESS detaining me from thy ever-chary- 


ing Preſence, at a time when moſt it was u. 
ceſſary that we might conſult together in what may- 
ner we ſhould avert the Danger which threatens bith, 
J ſend thee this Epiſtle, to comfort thee in a Diſtri|, 
which as nothing but exceſs of Love and Tendern: 
as occaſion'd, ſo ought not to be judg'd by any other 
Motives. 


YE T will the buſie World pretend to cenſure what 
they cannot comprehend: and when an Affair of th 
Nature ours is, becomes known, with ꝛ0hat Severity 
it is treated, with what Cruelty punifh'd in Perſm 
ef our Order. 


I have been, therefore, ſtudying on the Remedy fir 
this impending Evil, and can find none in Nature fir 
it, but your conſenting to take Phyſick proper to pre- 
vent that little Badge of what we have done, from 
roming to maturity. 


THERE is ne duch for you to be deliver'd of it 
with Secreſy, elſe would not I give you this Advice; 
which if you do not follow, we are beth inevitaby 
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' THE good Man who brings you this, will, from 
me to time, convey you ſuch Medicines as are proper 
2 our purpoſe, tho I hope foon to be able to ſee qous 
nd re-enjoy in your dear Arms thoſe Felicities which 
Gave for ever confirmed me, 


Your moſt paſſionate Adorer, 


CLEO MONT. 


Ix is not to be doubted but that ſne ſent an An- 
ſwer full of Tenderneſs, nor that ſhe acquieſc'd to 
every thing he requeſted for the common ſafety of 
them both ; but the fooliſh Fondneſs of her Sex, 
not permitting her to burn this Teſtimony, ſhe 
preſery'd it in her Boſom, for the pleaſure of read- 
mg it frequently over, and renewing, in Imagina- 
tion, thoſe Joys which ſhe had experienc'd were in 
the Power of the dear Author of it to beſtow. 


| ceiv'd from him, and ſhe thought it would be an 


deſtroy this Memento of it. 


"I | Too tear off the Name, was all therefore ſhe 
could prevail on herſelf to do; and one Day, be- 
ing at Prayers in the Chapel, kneeling à little long- 


| er than was agreeable in the Condition ſhe was, ſhe 
» fainted away, 


T Is had been the firſt Letter ſhe had ever re- 
Indignity to the Paſſion he profeſs d, if ſhe ſhould - 


£9 AMABELLA, 
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AMABELLA, who was then juſt come into . 
Monaſtery, happening to be neareſt to her, yy. 
faſtned her Garments, with a deſign to give het 
Air; but as ſhe was ſo doing, the fatal Scroll dropt 
from her Breaſt ; and Amabella, who was ever d 
an inquiſitive Nature, immediately took it up, an; 
convey'd it into her Pocket, undiſcover'd by th 
other, 


THe moment ſhe found herſelf alone, ſhe fi 
down to examine the Contents ; and being by then 
fully inform'd of the Love and Misfortune of Man. 
ana, was ſo far from pitying her, that ſhe preſent 
communicated the Diſcovery ſhe had made to the 
Abbeſs; who defiring to have the Letter in her poſ- 
ſeſſion, made all imaginable Enquiry into the Affi: 
but none to whom ſhe ſhow'd it knowing the Hand, 
ſhe was obliged to reſt contented till Time ſhould 
bring it to light. 


THE intended Murder of the unborn Innocent 
they contriv'd to prevent by this means: Marian 
having told them that finding herſelf in an ill State 
of Health, ſhe had reſolved to take ſomething which 
might reſtore her, they took not the leaſt notice of 
her Suſpicions; but when the Fryar came, who 
by the Letter they found was the Perſon by whom 
the Drugs were deſign'd to be convey'd, they told 
him, that Mariana being extremely ill, and confin'd 
to her Bed, deſired he would leaye the Potion for 
her: which he not doubting the truth of, readily 
conſented to. | 


* 9 ä ä FI * 


HE was no ſooner gone, than they exchanged 
the Phial for another, fill'd only with a rich Cordi- 


al, 


al, and gave it to Mariana; telling her, it had been 
left for her by that Perſon, who being in haſte on an 
extraordinary occaſion, could not ſtay to ſee her 
himſelf. 
By this method the Deſigns of Cleomont were 
' fruſtrated, and Mariana grew every Day more per- 
© ceiveably big. 


e 1 


Tu x tranſgreſſing Fryar, at his return to the 
an. Monaſtery, being wholly taken up with the Charms 
of Amabella, little regarded Mariana; another of 
the ſame Order, in his abſence, having been ap- 
vo. pointed in his place to attend her as a Spiritual Guide 
fer: be faw her not: and not doubting but the Potion 
be had ſent, had work'd the deſired Effect, thought 


o of her no more. | 


Fux Abbeſs, who obſery'd her carefully, per- 
ceiv'd ſhe wanted not much of the Time which 
was to make her a Mother, and therefore ſaid no- 
thing to her of the diſcovery ſhe had made, reſolving 
hsv let the Ruin come at once upon her; with Rea- 
, of WW 02 Judging, that in Rack of Nature, ſhe would be 
bh, brought to confeſs the Partner of her guilty Joys, 
E with much more readineſs than before. 


” T n x ſucceſs of her Contrivance anfwer'd to 
Or expectation. -—— Thoſe Pangs, which can only 
p i be gueſs'd at by thoſe who have felt them, coming 

on her with their utmoſt ſeverity, her Shrieks and 


| Cries, which ſhe was unable to reſtrain, alarm'd the 
4 whole Convent. PO 
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THE Abbeſs, who now not doubted but the 
Hour ſhe had look'd for was at laſt arriv*d, ſent im- 
mediately for a Woman whoſe buſineſs it was, to 
aſſiſt in this extremity. * | 


S H E conducted her to the Cell where Mariana 
lay; and giving her, in a few words, to know, that 
ſhe was not unacquainted either with her Guilt, ct 
the Misfortune which had attended it; aſſur'd her 
ſhe muſt hope for no Relief, unleſs ſhe revea!'d the 

Author of her Shame. 


Ax firſt ſhe refuſed ; but the Abbeſs reminding 
her, that ſhe could by no other Means be del- 
verd from her preſent Torments in this World, 
nor hope for Forgiveneſs in the other, join'd with 
the Conſideration of the Unkindneſs of Clecmont, 
who had never endeayour'd either to ſee or write 
to her, as ſhe knew he might have done, at laſt 
prevail'd on her ; and ſhe not only gave the. Name 
requir'd of her, but alſo the whole Hiſtory of their 
Amour, entreating Forgiveneſs of Heaven and the 
Abbeſs; and conjuring the latter to uſe her utmot 
Intereſt that ſhe might eſcape that Death, which is 
allotted for the Puniſhment of Crimes like hers. 


B uv T that good Lady, conſcious of her Tnability 
to do much for her in that Requeſt, made but 2 
flight anſwer to it; and having order'd the Mid- 
wife to do her Office, and left a Lay-Siſter and two 
or three of the Nuns to aſſiſt her, withdrew, in 
order to ſend in ſearch of Clecmont. 


As 
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the As ſhe was diſpatching a Meſſenger to him, one 

im- of the Nuns told her he was in the Monaſtery, and 

to that ſhe had ſeen him enter the Chamber of Ama- 
bella. 


oO which, accompanied by three or four of the 
hat Siſterhood, ſhe went thither, after having ſent for 
or {proper Officers to ſecure him as he came out. 


the : ConFEss10N is eſteem'd fo facred a thing, 
that in ſpite of the virtuous Indignation they had 
conceivd againſt him, they forbore to diſturb him 


but having waited a conſiderable time in the Gallery, 


ceflary, or uſual, they went ſoftly to the Door, and 
it, Wipuſhing it open, to their inexpreſſible Amazement 
rite beheld the pretended Devotee, and ſeeming holy, 
laſt Har, ſleeping in each other's Arms, and in ſuch a 
me Poſture as could leave them no room to doubt what 
er {had occaſion'd fo inadvertent a Nrowſineſs. 


oi Trix ſudden Entrance, and the Exclama- 
his tons they made at fo unexpected a Sight, awak'd 
the ruin'd Pair; from Dreams of Blifs, and that 

ſweet Diſorder of the Mind which their Iate Rap- 
lity tures had imprinted there, they ſtarted to real An- 
t a Weuiſh, Shame, and Horror without a Name!]! Ama- 
lid- bels gave a Shriek which ecchoed through the 
wo Convent. | 


E CLEOMONT, with a ſullen Air, and ſome- 
thing of a dread Diſorder in his Countenance, bore 


receiv'd, 


hile they imagin'd him employ'd in that Duty; 


and obſerving he tarried much longer than was ne- 


5 his Detection of his Guilt, and, ſpeechleſs, both 
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receiv'd the juſt Reproaches of the aftoniſh'd Sper. 
tators. 


Ar r ER they had ſaid all that was proper or 
the Score of Amabella, they related all that ha 
happen'd to Mariana, with the Methods which 
had been taken to diſappoint them in their cruf 
Deſign of murthering the innocent Product 9 
their criminal Delights: But this Story was no 
ſooner mention'd, and Cleomont made known to 
Amabella for the Author of that unhappy Crea 
ture's Infamy and Ruin, than ſhe cried out, Wretch 
that I am, by me thou art betray'd ; twas I tha 
found that Letter, and unſuſpecting that the Wi. 
ter would ever have been ſo dear to me, diſcover 
it to the Abbeſs, | 


On! Mariana, juſtly is thy Detection puniſi- 
ed. Henceforward, let no Woman, out d 
Curioſitity, Hl-nature, or Affectation of Virtue, 
expoſe the Failings of another, leſt the malicious 
Folly recoils upon herſelf, as mine on me. 


CLEOMONT could not forbear looking on 
her with a kind of reproachful Air, tho' mixd 
with Tenderneſs; and, as if unwilling to ber 
more, he turn'd to the Abbeſs, and ſaid, Madam, 
I fee there is no Miſdemeanour of my Life a de. 
cret, — ] deſire, therefore, that I may be yickled 
up to thoſe Puniſhments the Secular Law ordans. 
Death is a Torture leſs poignant than Up- 
braidings, 


I am ſorry, replied ſhe, ſhating her Head, w 
find you rather to affect a Bravery to 3 
th, 
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Meath, than a penitential Fear of it; but ſhall 
leave you to be made ſenſible of your Crime by 
thoſe who have greater Judgment and Learning 
than myſelf. 


NG 


Jer on 
t had 
which 


cu ALL that I can do for you, is to wiſh, that 
g Heaven may be as inclinable to pardon you your 
15 0 Breach of Vows, and Prophanation of your Holy 
n to Order, as I would be, were it in my Power, the 


Affront and Scandal you have brought on this 
Monaſtery. 


Wir theſe Words, ſhe took him by the 
Hand, and led him out of the Chamber. A 
Keep Sigh was all the Farewel he took of Ama- 
ela; but the natural Impatience of that Lady's 


Crea. 
etch 
that 
Wi- 
ver 


niſh: Temper, not ſuffering itſelf to be reſtrain'd by 
ut of Mehame, made her burſt into Exclamations ſuitable 


rue, o her Deſpair and Grief. 
= SHE ray'd, ſhe tore her Hair and Garments, | 
urs'd the Severity of Monaſtick Laws, and ſpared 
neither Virtue nor Religion in the Extremity of 


her Anguiſh. 


lx the mean Time, the Terror in which poor 
Mariana was involved, adding to the Danger and 
Pain of that Condition into which her inadvertent 
Love had brought her, preſerved her from that 
Sentence, which otherwiſe ſhe could not have eſ- 


caped. 


| SHE died the ſame Moment that ſhe brought 
into the World a Daughter; a milder Fate than 
{Tat of being immur'd between two Walls, till 
with 


- 
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with Extremfty of Hunger, ſhe had been compel!; 
to prey with ravenous Bitings on her own F leſh, 
all buried while alive, wrap'd in the Dreſs and Hy. 
rors of the Grave, in perfect Health, and Strergi 
of Senſe and Thought. 


ALL imaginable Care was taken of the ney. 
born Babe, and the Abbeſs vow'd to educate he 
in ſuch a Manner as might enable her to pre 
duce Works of Piety, which might, by way d 
Supererogation, at one for her Mother's Crime, 
and redeem her Soul from Purgatory. 


Bor to return to Cleomont: That unhappy 
Gentleman had Afflictions numberleſs to combat 
with; the Death of Mariana, the Infamy d 
Amabella, hung heavy on his Heart : Deeply wa 


he concern'd for the Ruin his fatal Love had 


brought upon them; his tormented Conſcience 


gave him Remonſtrances more touching far that 


all the holy Fathers could alledge. 


NEVER Countenance and Behaviour ven 
more greatly alter'd than that of his, when be 
appear d before the ſacred Judges of his Cauſe; and 
tho" he ſeem'd little to regard their Reproofs, au 
had nothing to ſay in his Juſtification, yet he ws 
uneaſy at being compell'd to hear their Accuſations; 
troubled. he was, yet ſtubborn ; ſenſible he had done 
amiſs, but too proud to confefs his Crime, or ap- 
pear penitent for it. The Truth is, he knev 
Denials, after Conviction, would be as vain, 5 


Hope of Pardon after Sentence, in a Court con 


pos d of ſpiritual Judges, 


HE 
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pell' 


eſh, HE was immediately ſtripp'd of thoſe Veſt- 
Hor. ments which he had fo preſumptuouſly prophaned, 
no WW and doom'd to Death, after lying three Months 
in Priſon ; ſo much Time being allowed him for 
| Preparation, 
ey. 
te he THE Tryar, whom he had made his Confi- 
prr- dant, and who, by being the Bearer of his Letter 
ay d to Mariana, and the Potion intended for her to 
ime take, was known to be ſo, and an Aſſiſtant in 
the deſigned Murder of the innocent Unborn ; was 
therefore ſentenc'd to no worſe a Puniſhment than 
to be diveſted of his Habit and Beads, and ſent to 
eternal Baniſhment. ; 


nappy 
nder 
1 0 
7 Was 
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that 


GREATLY did the Friends of Cleomont labour 
for a Grant of the ſame Fate for him; but as he 
was the principal Tranſgreſſor, it could not be com- 
I plied with: The Interceſſion was continued, how - 
ever, and the fair Eyes of a female Relation, who 
greatly intereſted herſelf in his Cauſe, at laſt pre- 
vail'd ſo far on a certain Cardinal, at that Time 
a Nuncio from Rome, that he wrote to the Pope in 
bis behalf, and obtained an abſolute Pardon from 

his Holineſs, ſo far as concerned Life ; but was 
condemned, like his aſſiſtant Fryar, to paſs it in 
foreign Climates, without hope of ever more re- 
| viſiting his native Shore. 


knew As for Amabella, being only a Boarder in the 
in, 3 Monaſtery, free from the Vow, or without any 
com Deſign of ever taking it, the Law had no Power 
do inflict any bodily Puniſhment, except ſome ſe- 


vere Penances laid on her by a new Confeſſor of a 
different 
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different Humour from that of Cleomont; but n 
to the Affront ſhe had put on the Siſterhood, ſhe MW 
was order d to increaſe the Revenue of the Mona. 
ſtery, by an Allowance of 400 Ducats per 41. 
num, which was the beſt Part of her Eſtate. 


T net Adventure being known by every Body, 
ſhe could not think of returning to the World, an 
being, by this Accident, render'd dead to the Vi. 
nities of it; and by the continual Admonitions of 
the pious Men who came to viſit her on this Oe. 
caſion, in part convinc'd of the Errors of her for- 
mer Life, ſhe took a Reſolution of paſſing the Re. 
mainder of it in Retirement, and an Endeavour 
— expiate paſt Faults, by future Acts of Piety and 

Ir ue. 


Ir was a great while before ſhe could preyal 
on the Abbeſs to accept her as a Votary ; but, at 
length, her Tears and Penitence preyail'd, and ſhe WW 
was ſolemnly received; where ſhe ſtill lives mor: Nef 
eminent for her extraordinary Devotion, than ſh: WW 
before had been for her Contempt of it. * 


As the Baniſhment and Misfortunes of tte h 
Fryar were wholly owing to the Friendſhip he hal 
borne to Cleomont, that Gentleman made him thi 


Companion of his Travels ; he having great and 

wealthy Friends, who ſupplied him with a Com- [th 
petency to procure for himſelf all thoſe Pleaſures WF ' 
Abroad, which he was denied the Enjoyment d - 


at Home, 


Fox about the Space of twelve Months they WW c 


liv'd together, in a Manner which gave r ol 
em 
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nem any great Occaſion to regret their Baniſh- 
ent; but at the Expiration of that Time, Cleo- 
nt, whoſe unhappy Conſtitution ſtill inclin'd 
him to amorous Intrigues, having receiv'd ſome 
Encouragement from the beautiful Wife of an 
/:alian Nobleman, made no Scruple of entring in- 
to thoſe Engagements which had before involy'd 
him in ſo many Dangers, and for which he had 


V. Whorfeited his whole Eſtate, and was now an Exile 
1s rom his Country, and a Dependant on the Cha- 
Oc. MWity of Relations. 
 for- ; 
R. FREQUENT were their amorous Interviews, 
but ſome Accident, at length, railing a Suſpicion 


in the Husband, he reſolved to trace the Affair to 
the Foundation, and did it ſo effectually, that he 
Kiſcover'd not only that his Fears were true, but 
alſo the very Place at which they met. | 


CLos E in his Breaſt, he conceald the Rage 
more of jealous Love, till the Day appointed for the 
\ ſhe next Rendezvous arriv d; but then finding Means 
Ito lie hid in the Chamber where they met, he 
made that which had been the Scene of his Diſ- 
e honour his Revenge. 


\ the WW PATIENTLY ſuſtaining their tender Conver- 
and fation, Kiſſes, Embraces, and all the Preludes to 
om: their amorous Entertainment, and juſt in that Mo- 
ſures went, when they were moſt guilty, moſt defence- 
leſs, ruſh'd out, and with his Sword ſtabb'd both 
at once. 


| CLEOMONT died immediately, but the fair 
| Offender liy'd long enough to ask and obtain For- 
giveneſs 
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giveneſs of her injured Lord, and by ſincere Con- 
trition be comforted with the Hope of meeting 
Mercy hereafter ; the Proof of which ſhe expe. 
rienc'd in a few Days, expiring a Victim to her 
own lawleſs Love, and her Husband's implacable 
Revenge. 


CLEOMONT no more, the Fryar who 
had accompanied him, was now left without al 
Means of Support ; and being obliged to diſpoſe 
of every little Moveable he had for Suſtenance, 
he was, at laſt, reduced to an almoſt periſhing 
5 Condition; which driving him into any Com- 

= pany, among whom he could flatter himſelf with 

LY the leaſt Shadow of Relief, he happen'd into 2 
14 Gang of Robbers,. who ſeeing him a fit Perſon to 
„ be ſerviceable to them in their nocturnal Calling, 
being ſtrong, well made, and not old, they ſe- 
duced him to accompany them; which Life he 
continued for ſome Time with Succeſs ; but was 
at laſt taken, and became a publick Example of 


Juſtice, 


| 
| 
| 
149 
| , | Ir was with an infinity of Concern that Z- 
| 


@ heard of the Shame and Misfortune of one ſhe had 

„ lov'd fo well as Amabella, and from whom ſhe knew 
Lf not that ſhe had ever received any thing but goo! 
35% Offices; for it would have been highly impolitick, 
| as well as ungenerous, in De la Veire, to have be- 
tray*dany thing to her of what had paſs'd between 


them, 


Bur tho? he faid nothing to his Wife, to op- 
poſe a Grief which he thought ſo juſt, yet in hs 


own Heart, he was far from pitying Amabella, and 
BD thought 


Con- 
eting 
pe- 
her 


cable 


Who 
t al 


"I 
om- 
vith 
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thought it an equitable Judgment of Heaven to pu- 
niſh her Crimes by the very Crimes themſelves. 


Ix the return of De la Veire to his firſt Vows, 
ſhe found the misfortune of her lawleſs and ungo- 
vernable Deſires ; and by inadvertently betraying 
her beloved Cleomont to ruin, | | 


T E Injury The had done Mariana, in expo- 
ſing her to the Abbeſs, was at full reveng'd; In 
bringing Shame on another Woman, ſhe pluck'd a 
double load of it on her own head, and became a 
fad Example to all who too buſily enquire after 
Affairs in which they are no way concerned, 


THE RE was now no time for farther diſcourſe, 
the parting Clouds diſcloſed the Morn's approach, 
and Night with all her ſhadowy Train, flew ſwift 
before it; what more, therefore, was in the Mind 
of Almajue to ſay, ſhe was obliged to defer to ano- 
ther opportunity, and leave the ſleeping Maid to 
other Contemplations. | 


The End of the Fifth Part, 


UR Prude had now been ſo accu- 
tom d to the nocturnal Viſits of A. 


il Wi majue, that ſhe never lay down 
ag Without expecting to ſee her; accor- 
cdingly, as ſoon as Sleep had ſeal'd 
her Eyes, and ſhut out all exterior Objects, the 


ever-waxeful Mind beheld the wiſh'd for Shade 
appear, who, with ber uſual Sweetneſs ſaluted her 


in this manner : 


SINCE permitted, ſaid ſbe, to diſcloſe Secrets 
inviſible to mortal Eyes, I come now to relate to 
thee an Adventure, ſtrange in its kind, and from 
which, as well as the reſt I have reveal'd, if Hea- 
ven has given thee a Capacity of doing it. 


Thou may'ſt draw Inferences of the greateſt 


&ervice toward regulating thy future Conduct: But 
| becauſe 


: 
3 
; 
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becauſe I know thy impatient Soul is little able to 
liſten to Admonitions when watchful for Intelli- 
gence. 


1 will firſt ſatisfy the Longings of Curioſity, 
then warn thee of the Dangers to which People 
of thy Humour are ſubjected, | 


-% 
* 
* 


The Hiſtory of CEL A MON, 
CLARI CE, and the fair 
Wanton, B L ES S IRA. 


Ever was young Beauty, continued ſbe, 
more doated on by Parents, than 

was BleJira, the only Daughter 
of the Count De Beauville ; but 
NF y as ſhe grew towards the Age of Wo- 
manhood, ſhe diſcover'd ſuch Symptoms of an 
amorous Inclination, that they, with great reaſon, 
fear'd, that if they diſpoſed not of her early in Mar- 
Triage, ſhe would de guilty of ſome falſe Step or other 
to the prejudice of her Houſe's Honour, 


No Offers happening immediately, howe- 


yer, which they thought worthy of her, they 


determin'd, till ſuch a one ſhould arrive, for the 
ſecurity of her Reputation, to have her boarded in 
a Monaſtery ; where being ſecluded from the World, 
ſhe would have no opportunity of indulging thoſe 
Gaieties of it, which ſhe was perceived to be but too 
much inclined to, 


T HE 


\ 
AK 
E 
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TA E Place they made choice on for her Re- 
tirement, was the College of Benedictine Nuns, the 
Abbeſs of which was their particular Friend. 


| NoTHING could be more dreadful to her 
than this Reſolution ; but dear as her Contentment 
was to them, her Honour, and, indeed, that of 
their own, was yet more precious; and, in ſpite of 
| all ſhe could alledge to the contrary, ſhe was ob- 
{ liged to go, and alſo to hear a Charge given to the 
Abbeſs to take a more than ordinary care of her, that 
ſhe ſhould never have the liberty of the Grate, but 
| when viſited by Relations; and that even her Con- 
feſlor ſhould be Old. 


Turs E Injunctions being exactly fulfil'd, the 
Count and his Lady were perfectly at eaſe in their 


ut Minds, not believing there was now a poſſibility for 
. their darling Daughter to go aſtray; at leaſt, while 
n under their Jurisdiction, and in a State which made 


all her Miſmanagements a Reflection on them. 


Tu Humour of Bleſira, tho unhappy for 
| herſelf, was ſo extremely pleaſing and entertaining 
to others, that all who knew her, very much la- 
mented the loſs they had of To agreeable a Com- 
panion. 


Bu T thoſe Admirers, to whom the freedom 
of her Converſation had given hopes they might 
one Day be as happy as they could wiſh in 
the poſſeſſion of her yet unrifled Beauties; theſe, 
I fay, cursd the Caution which had ſnatch'd her 
from them, and, for a time were inconſol able. 


14 AMONG 


* her, his Brain was continually on the rack for the 


9 ienc'd, 
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AmonsG the Number of them was a Nob 
Youth, called Celamon. 


H E had frequently been in her Company, ha 
made profeſſions of Love to her, and was anſweri . 
in ſuch a manner, as made him not doubt but that bil 
he ſhould ſucceed. bf 


Bu T being an Enemy to Marriage, he had hk 
never mention'd any thing of his Paſſion. before her 
Parents, nor was enough devoted to her Charms, 
to pay that Price for them which he knew they Ml " 
would expect, | 8 


BURNING, however, for the enjoyment of 


means of doing it. 


HE form'd a thouſand different Inventions, but 
ſhe was kept too cloſe for any of them to ſucceed; 
but not all the Difficulties he met with in the Proſe- 
cution of his Deſigns, could oblige him to give them 
over, Or in the leaſt abate the Ardency with which 
he languiſh'd for the poſſeſſion of this Charmer, cr 
the Longings he had to triumph over the Security 
of her careful Parents. 


-s a. waw ww 


Fo R, ſome Weeks did he paſs in fruitleſs At- 
tempts ; but, at laſt, his Dictator Love, inſpit'd 
him with one, which, though hazardous, pro- 
mis'd him more ſucceſs, than thoſe he had expe- 


HE 


E 
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HE was extremely fair, and by reaſon of his 
Youth, he having, at that time, not ſeen more 
than nineteen Years, the Mark of Manhood had 


ſcarce yet appear'd upon his Chin, 


HE therefore dreſs'd himſelf in a Female ha- 
bit; and his Hair, which was of a delicate Light- 
brown, and very long, being braided after the man- 
ner of Virgins, he might very well be taken for 
ſuch, 


H E communicated his intentions to a #ryar;. 
with whom he had an Intimacy ; and for a Purſe 
of Lewis d Ors, made no ſcruple of recommend- 
ing him to the Lady-Abbeſs of the Convent, as 
a young Lady htely come from the Country, 
who deſired to be a Penſioner with her. 


As ſuch, he was received without ſcruple, and 


| had the ſatisfaction to think, that what others of 


his Sex were denied a fight of, even through a 
Grate, he had the freedom of converſing with, in 


as near a manner as he could with. 


Bu T what uſe he made of this Liberty, I 


| ſhall anon relate, being, for the rendring my 


Hiſtory more intelligible, obliged to return to 
Bleſſira. | 

THAT Lady had been now near three 
Months in the Monaſtery, in all which time not 
having been permitted either to ſee or hear from 


any of thoſe who had profeſſed themfelves her 
Adorers; and believing it not ſo much owing to 


their 
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their Forgetfulneſs of her, as to the ſtrict Charge 
the Count her Father had given the Mbefs, ſhe grey 
extremely diſcontented, 


Nor that ſhe was of a Diſpoſition eaſy to gie 
way to Melancholy, but being croſs' d in what ſhe 
ſo much delighted, Diſcourſes on Love, Treats, 
Balls, Serenades, Preſents, and all other Teſtimo- 
nies of Admiration, which the Indulgence of her 
Parents had formerly but too much permitted her 
to receive, threw a certain Peeviſhneſs on all her 
Air ; which demonſtrated that the Place ſhe was in, 
had not made the leaſt alteration in her Sentimentz, 
or Inclinations : 


Bu r as there was no Perſon in the Monaſtery 
but knew from what Cauſe this Sullenneſs Pro- 


ceeded, none took any notice of it, but the Fryer 
appointed for her Confeſſor, who, tho* according 


to the Count's order, was pretty well advanced in 
Years, being fired with the Perfections of this young 
Charmer, fearing it might be Love for ſome favou- 
rite Admirer that had occaſion'd the Ill- humour he 


ſometimes he found her in. 


PRESS'D her to reveal the Motives of her 
Nifturbance, which, he ſaid, that he was certain 
were ſomething beyond what was ordinary to a Pet- 
fon of her Age and Condition, 


WII E his Entreaties he alſo artfully intermixd 
fo many Praiſes of her Wit and Beauty, that ſhe, 
having ſo long been excluded from any Speeches of 
that nature, was perfectly inchanted with p_ 
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ihd became far from being able to have refus'd 
him a much greater Requeſt than this, 


ALAs! good Father, /aid ſbe, had my Per- 
ſon or my Humour been leſs agreeable, I had not 
been ſhut up in this Monaſtery. 


Ir is to my own Charms I owe my Misfor- 
tune; their Influence attracting a great number 
of Admirers, my over-cautious Parents trembled 
leſt I ſhould find one among them worthy of a 
Tenderneſs, which would not be for the advantage 
of my Reputation; they were for ever preaching 
to me, that a young Maid ought to bluſh at the 
very mention of Love, and look with the utmoſt 
Scorn on any Man who ſhould make a declaration 
of that Paſſion, till firſt approved by them ; and 
even then liſten to it, but with reluctance, or, at 
leaſt indifference : 


B ver perceiving I little regarded what they 
ung fad on this ſcore, nor could be any way brought 
o- to entertain their grave Notions, they made uſe of 
be the Power they have over me, to confine me till 
| they ſhould provide a Husband for mez which 
Heaven knows when will happen. 


an AN p *tis probable, rejoined the Fryar, that you 
ei- have decreed that Happineſs for one whoſe Suit 
| has not been favour'd by them, | 


xd No, replied ſhe, I cannot fay that yet I have 
2 ever entertain'd one ſerious Thought of Marriage, 
dor do imagine that there is any thing ſo plea- 
n, fins 
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ling in that State, as ſome would endeavour h 
periuade us, 


BEe$s1DEs, how could a young Perſon; like 
me, generally ador'd, be ſo unjuſt as to ſelect, from 
among the throng of equally deſerving Lovers, one 
for Bliſs, leaving all the reſt to deſpair and die, 


TE Fryor, by this diſcourſe, finding tha 
Vanity, more than Love, had been the Diſeaſe, 
for the Cure of which ſhe was ſent thither, con- 
ceiv'd great hopes, that attacking her on that blind. 
ſide, he ſhould not fail of ſucceſs. 


*T 1s generous, indeed, ſaid he, to pity all who 
are unhappy ; but, Madam, fuppoſe one lov'd you 
who had no Merit beſides his Paſſion to boaſt, . could 
you be ſo divinely good, to ſhower on him ſome 
comfortable Dews of ſoft. Compaſſion. 


.*Wov LD you vouchſafe to liſten to his Com- 
phainings, to ſee his Tears, and by receiving daily 
Proofs of his inviolable Affection, be compell'd to 
own you wiſh'd he had more Deſert, or yourſel 
leſs Charms, 


Ox, would you, diſdaining to be ador'd by a 
Slave ſo far beneath you, ſpurn him from your 
preſence, and bid him die in filence. | 


I could not be -guilty of ſo much Ingratitude, 


enfwer'd ſbe, as to hate any one for loving me, at 
leaſt, I never yet have been fo, 


Bur 
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Bur good Father, continued ſbe, do you think 
it poſſible for any one to love without ſome mix- 
ture of Hope. 


OR] would to Heaven, eried he, in a kind of 
Tranſport, that Queſtion were leſs ealy for me to 
reſolve ; yes, I am too certain that one may love, 
and may deſpair at the ſame time; nay, that theſe 
Paſſions may take birth. together. 


Bu T why, purſued he with. a Sigh which ſiem d 
fo rend his Heart, why have I unwarily engaged 
myſelf in Diſcourſes which are no way becoming 
my Habit, and may, perhaps, betray what I have 
thus long, with ſo much torture, kept con- 
ceal'd. 


HE R E he paus'd; and the vain Bly/ira, whom 
half this would have aſſur'd her he was dying for 
her, delighted, beyond meaſure, to think ſhe had 
2 Lover even in the very place to which ſhe was 
ſent to avoid them; and defirous to hear more of 
what was ſo pleaſing to her Ears, affected not to un- 
derſtand the meaning of his laſt Words, and intreat- 
ed he would explain himſelf ; aſſuring him, that 
of whatever kind the Secret. he ſpake of was, ſhe 
never would reveal it.. 


Bu T will you forgive it alſo.? reſumed he. 
Tho' I cannot gueſs, ſaid ſhe, why you ſhould 
ſcruple it, having a better opinion of you, than to 
imagine you have entertain'd any Deſigns prejudicial 
toa Perſon who never injured you ; yet, fince you 
lay me under that Injunction, here I ſwear not only 
tO 
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to preſerve from the knowledge of every one in 
the World, what you ſhall entruſt me with, but 
alſo to pardon all you ſhall ſay or do. 


SH E Was about to add ſomething more, when 
he interrupted her in this manner. I take you at 
our word, ſweet Innocence, ſaid he, thou love- 
let, divineſt of thy Sex; and having ſuch Secu- 
rity as your Oath, will make nothing a Reſerve; but 
remember, continued be, perceiving ſhe was ſurprized, 
or at leaſt feign'd to be ſo, remember the nature of 
our Pardon, it extends to Actions as well as 
ords ; and fince I have permiſſion for the for- 
mer, will ſpare the latter. 


Tris, cried he, catching her in bis Arms, and 
eagerly kiſſing and embracing her; this, and this 
will ſerve to explain my Meaning more intelligibly, 
than all the Tongue can utter. 


On „ hold ! ſaid ſhe, faintly endeavouring to get 
Free, could I have expected this, from my ghoſtly 
Father? For Heaven's ſake deſiſt. 


AN D then again, What is it you mean ? — 
Dull ſhould I be, indeed, arnfever'd he, and prove 
my Soul well ſuited to the Formality of my Func- 
tion, if I give you cauſe a ſecond time to ask that 
Queſtion ; I will explain my ſelf at full, my Angel, 
and in ſuch a manner, as will, I hope leave you 
no room to repent giving me that dear Pardon 
which encourag'd me to attempt this Bleſſing. 


HA Þ ſhe been reſolved on Reſiſtance, it was 


now too late; the Door was lock'd upon 
them, 


thi 
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them, he had her in his Arms, was poſſeſs' d of 
too many Advantages both of Place and Poſture. 


For her Endeavours to have repell'd him, 
and he ſoon became abſolute Maſter of what the 
moſt accompliſh'd Men of the Age had but flat- 
ter'd themſelves with the hope of obtaining. 


TA us were the cautious Parents diſappointed, 
even by the Means which promis'd them the great- 
eſt aſſurance of Security. 


So vain is it to think to confine Inclination, 
and debar the Body from taking thoſe Enjoy- 
ments to which the Mind is prone. 


AMONG a multiplicity of Admirers, where 
the divided Heart is ever in ſuſpence which to 
make choice of, as amorous as Bleſira was, ſhe ' 
might much longer have retain'd her Virtue; but - 
thus ſecluded from the fight of Man, and all the 
dear Delights of Courtſhip, had the Fryar been 
more old, and leſs agreeable than he was, he ſtill 
would have been all ſhe had to love; and would 
probably have received the ſame Teſtimony of it 
as now he did. 


THE Deed once done, ſhe was too thoughtleſs 
to conſider any farther than the preſent Satisfacti- 
on, and ſuffer'd him to repeat it as often as they 
had opportunity. 


CELAMON had been all this while vainly en- 
deavouring to get a diſtant ſight of her; and it 
was not *till after this reyerend Hypocrite had we 
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tained his deſires, that he gain'd entrance into the 
Monaſtery by the means 1 have already related, 
which now, I doubt not, you will think was to 
little purpoſe, ſince moſt Women are conſtant to 


their firſt Undoer, whatever they prove afterwards 


to others. 


BU T Bleſira was an Exception to this gene- 
ral Rule; and, as it was not Love, but Vanih, 
which had made her yield to the Fryar ; and as 
the difference between the Effects of theſe Paſſions- 
is, that the one is confined to one particular Object, 
and the other delights in a multiplicity, it could not 
be but that the ſame Motive would influence the 
fame Condeſcenſions. 


CELAMONS was many Days in the Mona- 
ſtery, before he could get an Opportunity of diſco- 
vering himſelf to Blaſira; and as the diſguiſe he 
was in,. hitherto met with no ſuſpicion, ſo ii occa- 
fion'd him to ſee her frequently, eat with her often, 
and hold diſcourſe together; but then, it was in 
the preſence of others. 


Ax laſt, growing impatient with the many diſ- 
appointments, and at the long delay; he found the 
means to ſlip a Billet into her hand, the Contents 
whereof were theſe: | 


„ 75 the moſt Adorable of ber Sex, the 
Charming BLESSIRA. 


. T would be needleſs and inſignificant to tell you how 
much I regretted your Abſence, — Kor 


the pains I tot to gain once more a fight of thoſe 
Beauties which have inſpired me with the ſofteſt, 


trueſt Paſſion, that ever poſſeſs'd the Heart of Man. 


AMY very being here, will convince you that 1 
thought of nothing ſo much as you; and that no 
Dangers nor Difficulties were of ſufficient Force 10 
with-hold me from you. 


I have combated and ſtruggled with every thing 
that bears the Name of Aweful, or Hazardous, and 


conguer'd almoſt Impoſſibilities to be near your amiable 
Perſon, 


THERE 
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THERE now remains nothing but to die, if 
you require a farther Proof of my Affection; and 
that you may depend on will enſue, if you conſent 
not to favour the 


4 


Dupatient, and moſt 
Paſſionately Devoted 


CELAMON, 


Txt 


1791 


„ % WM Tre Surprize that Bleſſira was in, to find a Let- 

ner put into her hand, thus privately, by a Perſon, as 
ent WM ſhe thought, of her own Sex, may eaſily be imagin'd ; 
but not doubting but it might be done in favour of 
ome amorous Youth, who had no other opportu- 
tity, and had made a Confidante of this new Siſt- 
er, ſhe went into her Cell, and examin'd the infide ; 
which ſhe had no ſooner read, than ſhe wonder'd 
ſhe had been ſo dull as not to have known the Face 
of Celamon in any diſguiſe ; but her Intrigue with 
the Fryar, and the little Thought ſhe had that he, 
or any Other Man, could gain entrance inte that 
Retirement, had made her not remark the Face of 
this new Penſioner. 


N I T was, however, with an infinity of Pride 
nud Pleaſure, ſhe beheld fo powerful an Effect of 
her Charms, and reſolved not to be ungrateful 

for the Hazard he had run to ſee her. 


SHE therefore took Pen and Paper, and an- 
wer'd his Letter in theſe terms. 


juch Love as yours, fis when Mer'd us by an un- 
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To the Obliging, and 1 Accompliſh'd, 
and Deſerving CEL A MON, 


HE Dangers to which you have expoſed yours 
for myſake, are, indeed too prevailing a Tiſi. 


mony of your Love, 10 ſuffer me to make a daubtt 
it, 


WHATEVER good Opinion you may have of m 
Beauty, you would have reaſon to cenſure my want 


of Judgment, if I did not acknowledge, as I ought, 
fo extraordinary an Affection. 


BUT when we Women affect to be inſenſible if 
pleaſing Object. 


CELAMON can never figh in vain ; ſuch Me 
rits cannot but work the Effect for which they wert 
deſign'd ; and that Woman would be little worthy F 
fo noble a Paſſion, who would not embrace all Op- 
pertunities of rewarding it. 
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1 think it an Impaſſibility to entertain you in the 
unner your Services, and the Benſe I have of them, 
im to require, in any Room in the Monaſtery, 


I will meet you then this Evening, about Eleven 
in the Clofe-walk, at the farther end of the Gar- 
in, 


BELIEVE that I long with equal Impatience 
the happy Moment; and be as endearing as you 
ul, you Gall meet with ſuperior Garreſſes from 


ul 


«ti. 
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T #18 ſhe convey'd into his hand by the ſame 
means as ſhe receiv'd the other from him; and 
accompanying what ſhe did with a Look thy 
moſt ſweetly languiſhing that could be, prevents 
him from being perſecuted with any Apprehenſion 
that the Paper contain'd any thing that ſhgulg 


give him diſcontent. ar 
* 
IN fine, both waited the coming of the appoint de 
ed Hour, with equal Warmth; and, when if 
was arriv'd, haſted to the Rendezvous with the 
ſame Emotions and Deſires. op 
ay 
Bou T now happen'd an Interruption to thei 01 
expected Joys, which neither of them was ab © 
to foreſee, and which not only occaſion'd a pre ab 
ſent Diſappointment, but took away all oppor M 
tunity of ever indulging their amorous Intentions. ill, 
THE Fryar happening to be in the Monaſte 
ry the ſame Day that BlzJira return'd the Bileſ res 
of Celamon, with another not leſs tender; being ex 


entertaining her with his uſual Carefles, he perceiv dM hit 
thoſe he receiv'd from her more faint than for- in 
merly he had found them. th 


THE Extaſy appear'd forc'd, the Tranſport 
Janguid ; her Soul no more ſeem'd to o'erflow i ex 
ſoft Defire ; her Lips forgot to preſs his with that be 
raviſhing Fondneſs they had been accuſtom'd. ad 


ALL was enervate, and had more the Air 0 

Duty, or enforc'd Submiſſion, than longing, fierce, 
and burning Inclination. th 
Tool ve 
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Too amorous and quick-ſighted, not to ob- 
ſerve the change, he was beginning to ſpeak to her 
ſomething of it, when a little Diſturbance happen- 
ing among the Nuns, he was obliged to quit her, 
and go to learn the Cauſe which had occafion'd 
Words among them no way becoming their Or- 
der, nor the Sanctity of that Place. 


AFTER this, he waited impatiently for an 
opportunity of talking to her ; but ſhe as carefully 
woiding him, made him imagine that there was 
ſomething indeed extraordinary which had wrought 
ſo ſudden an alteration in her Behaviour; and not 
able to leave the Convent thus unſatisfied in his 
Mind, he pretended to be taken ſuddenly ſo very 
il, that he could not be removed without danger. 


UyoN which, the good Abbefs, having a great 
regard for him, as believing him to be a Man of an 
exemplary Piety, and holy Life, would not ſuffer 
him to depart, but order'd a Bed to be made for him 
in a vacant Room, applying what Remedies ſhe 
thought proper for his Diſtemper herſelf. 


H x appear'd extremely thankful for the Care ſhe 
expreſs'd of him, but, *tis probable, had been much 
better pleas'd, had the Recipes ſhe gave him, been 
adminiſtred by any of thoſe numerous and beauti- 
ful young ones ſhe had under her Juriſdiction. 


Havinc thus the opportunity of lying under 
I the ſame Roof with his beloved Blz/ira, he belie- 
ved (when the whole Body of the Siſterhood were 
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in their different Cells, taking what Repoſe their 
Circumſtances wonld admit of) he might unſuſpect- 
ed, and-undream'd of, ſteal to that where his dear 
Miſtreſs lay, and have.many ſoft Hours of indul- 
ged Love. 


H E alſo thought, that in theſe tender moments 
he ſhould be able to get from her the Reaſons of 


her late Coldneſs; and, fir'd with this Imagination, 
he paſs d his time uneaſily enough, till he heard the 


the Abbeſs pay her nightly Viſits through the 
Convent, to ſee if the Devotees were in the poſiti- 
on ſhe deſir d. 


Txr1s Ceremony paſs'd, he roſe and went 
ſoftly along the Gallery, till he came to the Cham- 
ber of Bleſſira, where feeling about the Bed, and 
finding no body, he was infinitely alarm'd. 


H E ſpent a Minute or two in contemplating on 
the oddneſs of this Adventure; but reſolv'd to fa 
thom it. 


H E crept ſoftly to the Doors of the other Cells, 


at firſt imagining ſhe might have been in ſome of 


them, with one or other of che Nuns. 


Bu T hearing the Sound of no Voices, nor the 
leaſt mark there was of any other Perſons walking 
in the whole Convent, but himſelf, he knew not 
what to think ; till his diſcontented 'Thoughts ha- 
ving made him wander to the farther end of the Gal- 
lery, he perceiv'd a Door open, which he knew 
led by a pair of Back-ſtairs into the Garden, 


HE 


&S ww © 
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H E deſcended them without delay, and belie- 
ying, with reaſon, that if any Perſons had retired 
thither, either to indulge Meditation, or to enjoy a 

rivate Converſation with a Friend, it muſt be ſome 
of the Grotto's, they would make Choice of, 


ACCORDINGLY he went to the upper-end 
of the Garden, among the Grotto's, and Chance 
directing him to that which Bir had ſelected for 
her amorous Rendezvous with Celamon, ſhe was 
fitting on a Bank within the dark Receſs, impatient- 
ly waiting the approach of this new Enamorato, 
and forming to herlelf ten thouſand diſtracting Ideas 
at his long delay. 


Jus v as ſhe was reſolving in what Terms ſhe 
ſhould upbraid a Neglect ſo little agreeable to the 
Impatience he had expreſs d for this meeting, ſhe 
heard a ruſtling thro the Leaves, and preſently af- 
ter ſaw ſomething enter. | 


Maki no doubt but it was the Perſon ſhe 
expected, for the darkneſs of the Place permitted 
her. not to diſtinguiſh, 


A T laft, then, you are come, too tardy Lo- 
ver J. aid. ſbe: Could I have beleved that Celamon, 
who had run ſuch riſques to ſee me, ſhould make 
ſo little haſte to receive the Reward of his La- 
_ 1 have waited for you this whole 

Our. 
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TA E F7yar, ſurprized beyond meaſure at what 
he heard, would not ſuffer her preſently to be un. 
deceiv'd; but catching her in his Arms, embraced 
her with, perhaps as much Vigour as the Perſon ſhe 

expected would have done. 


8ER was not ſo far diſobliged, but that ſhe re- 
turn'd the Careſſes he gave her with equal Vehe- 
mence ; and he taking this opportunity to make 
Himſelf amends for the little Warmth ſhe had re- 
ceived him with, at their laſt meeting, acted the 
part of Celamon ſo well, that ſhe had no reaſon to 
imagine ſhe met not with the "Tranſports of a firſt 
Enjoyment. 


AL L this time, however, he ſpoke not, or ſo 
low, that ſhe could not diſtinguiſh the difference of 
Voices ; and when the ceſſation of their tumultioug 
Joys would give her leave for diſcourſe, 


WHAT - you, my dear, my lovely Celanon, 
cried ſbe, have I not well repaid the Pains you have 
AF been at to gain me? -—— Do you not think your 
| | Time well employ'd, in ſerving the grateful Bl: 


F fra. | 
15 You anſwer me not, continued ſbe, perceiving 


1 
1 he Twas ſtill mute; may I flatter myſelf ſo far, as l 
ö to belieye Exceſs of Pleaſure deprives you of the 


by Power; or is the Poſſeſſion of Bleira unworthy ! 
| of your Thanks, te 
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ll Terr me, to which of theſe Reaſons is it 
fat I owe your Silence. 


he WM To neither, Madam, replied he, in a Vice 
which immediately let her know her Miſtate; and 
jet a mixture of both, 


re- 

e. Tu Joys which, when you pleaſe, you are 
Ke apable of affording, are, indeed, too great for 
he Words; ſo far your firſt Suggeſtion is juſt, 


to Amp, as for the other, little had I cauſe to think 

ll Wt Bounties I but in the Perſon of my Rival ſhar'd. 
But that till now I ſpoke not, was, indeed a Mo- 
ive of Self- intereſtedneſs. 


of I knew, that when I appear'd myſelf, I ſhould 
ous Wt once be depriy'd of all thoſe Raptures, thoſe en- 
karing Fondneſſes you ſo profuſely bleſs d me with, 
chile paſſing for the happy Celamon. 


* eaſy to judge in what a Condition theſe 
words involved the Perſon to whom they were 
poke. | | 


THE pleaſing Confuſion ſhe had been in 


ſome Moments before, was now changed to one 
al full of ſhame and Vexation, 


IT was now her turn to be dumb; nor had 
ſhe the power of Utterance, ſo ſtrongly did the vari- 
ws Paſſions work, that ſhe had certainly fallen into 
a Swoon, if a ſudden 2 of Tears, burſting in 

2 
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great 
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peat abundance from her Eyes, had not prevented 


THE Hyar, who ſtill lov'd her with as much WM ir 
Tenderneſs.as a Man can be ſaid to do, whoſe Paſſi. MW x 
on aims only at Enjoyment on any terms, took g 
her in his Arms and wiping, away her Tears. Oh! MW h 
Bleſira, ſaid he, could I think thoſe precious Drops ¶ u 
were ſhed more for Grief at having given me fo 
nlain a Proof of your Inconſtancy, than for the 
Diſappointment I have occafion'd you, I ſhould be WM h: 
ready to pour forth as many of my vital Blood, to WM 
prove how truly I forgive your intended Falſe- W 


Bur I well ſee, I am no longer the Maſter of fa 
your Heart; this fortunate Rival has deprived me P 
of your Love, and I now regarded but with In- Ml to 
difference, nay, perhaps with Hate. hc 


Ou! tax me not with ſuch abhor'd Ingratitude, 
anſiuer d ſhe, I love you with the ſame fondneſs as 
ever; but Youth, Nature, the Importunities of 
Celamon, And here ſhe ſtop'd ; and the good H- 
ar, either unwilling to put her to farther Pain, or 
reſolv'd to make uſe of her Frailty and Irreſolution 
for his'own Deſigns, replied in this manner. 


TA x greateſt Faults, my Deareſt, ſaid he, en- 
racing her, are ſometimes excuſed by the Circum- 
ſtances which induce us to become guilty of them. 


Wu © is this Celamon, that has ſo far prevail d 
ever a Heart I thought myſelf the Sole poſſeſſer of. 


AND 


Nted 
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A po by what Services has he acquired ſuch am 
Advantage ? --—— The eaſy-natur'd Bleſira, thus 
interrogated, immediately made- him acquainted 
with the Stratagem Celamon had put in practice to 
get into the Monaſtery, concealing nothing of what 
had paſg'd ; thereby thinking to excuſe herſelf for 
the Condeſcenfions ſhe had promis'd to make him. 


BuT how ſtrangely was ſhe ſurpriz d, when 
having finiſh'd what ſhe had to fay, the Fryar, 
changing thoſe Accents of Tenderneſs, which had 
won her to fo imprudent a Confeſſion, for others 
all grave, auſtere, and ſuitable to his Function ; 
How Daughter ! cried he, is it poſſible you could to- 
far forget yourſelf, and what is due to this holy 
Place, as to ſuffer a Man, with impure Deſires, 
to prophane it, by entring among the pious Siſter- 
hood, of whom you are a Member. | 


Ir cannot be, but that you muſt be ſenſible that. 
you have been guilty of a great Crime; and that 
very knowledge renders it yet more heinous, - 
becauſe you have ran counter to the Dictates. of 
your own Conſcience. 


You muſt believe ſuch a Diſcourſe could not 
but be extremely ſurprizing, from him who had. 
made it his buſineſs to perſuade her that Love was 
no Offence to Heaven. W 


SH E could not forbear teſtifying it in this, or 


the like manner. 
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BL Ess me! cry d. fe, are then the Condeſcen- ent 
fions I have made you, ſo many Sins; and will guf 
not Heaven forgive thoſe little Frailties to which che 
Youth and Nature lead us, with Inducements too T 
powerful to be withitood ? is: 


Jam ſure, you have often told me, that no 
more was expected from us weak Mortals, than to 


by their too power:ul Force, the Fault was nat 
in us; nor ſhould we be condemned for that which 
was not in our Power to avcid. —— Ah! how 
can you ſo ſeverely chide me for an Error which 
you yourlelf firſt taught me to commit? 


TEE Caſe is widely different, replyd he; for, 
beſides that the Love I bear you, is ſo far exceed- 
ing what any other Man can regard you with, 
that I more deſerve your Love, my holy Order 
ſanctifies all I do, and gives me Power to abſolve 
the Sin I make you guilty of. 


3 ws Y ens Yea 


Heaven, when it decreed us Prieſts. infalli- 
ble in judging Matters relating to Divinity, took 
not from us the Appetites and Deſires incident to 
Humanity, which would be ſo many Tortures, a 
perfect Hell on Earth, if not permitted to indulge 
them; and fince forbid to Marry, fimple Fornica- 
tion is no more than a venial Tranſgreſſion, which, 
like original Sins, are pardon'd by the Impoſſibilit) 
of avoiding, 


WHAT you have conſented to, therefore, ei. 


ther out of Loye, or Complaiſance for me, will 
| | never 


N to 
ome 
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never be imputed to you as a Crime ; but to hays 
entertain'd' ſo great a Tenderneſs for Celamon, to 
ſuffer him to remain within theſe facred Walls in 
the Diſguiſe of a Woman ; to have, tho” but in 
Thought, yielded to the Act of Shame with him, 
is a Crime fo enormous, that I know not how, 
without violating the Oath of Prieſthood, to ab- 
ſolve. 


Na y, I muſt reaſon with myſelf, whether I 
ſhould not become Partner in the Guilt by con- 


cealing it. l fear my tender Conſcience will 
not ſuffer me to do ſo. 


I ſhall be compell'd, in ſpite of all the Affection 
J have for you, to expofe both you, and that in- 
jurious Prophaner of Religion, to the virtuous In- 
dignation of the ſuperior Clergy. —— Fain I wow'd, 
Heaven knows, ſcreen you from the Puniſhments 
ordain'd in this World for Offenders ſuch as you, 


but cannot, dare not anſwer it to myſelf. 


BLESSTR 4, who was naturally timorous, 
was fo terrified at this Menace, that ſhe threw her- 
ſelf on her Knees before him, conjuring him not 
to expoſe her, and proteſting that ſhe would re- 
nounce all Thoughts of Celamon, and every other 
Man beſides himſelf for ever. 


On which the Fyar, having brought her to 
the Point he deſir'd, rais'd her, and with ſome- 
thing more Tenderneſs in his Voice than before, 
Well, Daughter, id he, it is not in my 
Power to reſiſt your Tears, nor can I live and 
ſee you treated with thoſe Severities the Secular 
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Law ordains for ſuch a Crime: I cannot, how. 


ever, abſolve you, without inflicting a Penance, 


which, perhaps, you may think difficult to go 
through; yet is it highly neceſſary, as well for the | 
Security of your Reputation in this World, as for | 


your Salvation in the next, that it be done, 


Tu frighted Bleſira made no Scruple of af- | 


ſuring him that there was nothing ſhe would not 


undertake to obtain Forgiveneſs of him and Hea- 


ven. 


AFTER which, You muſt then, /aid he, in- 
form the Abbeſs of the Gueſt ſhe has harbour'd ; 


and by throwing the Odium of the intended Crime 
wholly on him, free yourſelf from all Suſpicion 
of having encourag'd him to attempt it. 


HE was proceeding, but Blefſira, alarm'd be- 


yond Meaſure at ſo unexpected an Injunction, in- 


terrupted him in theſe Terms: Oh, God ! cryd 
ſbe, muſt Celamon ſuffer for a Crime which no- 
thing but Exceſs of Love influenc'd him to com- 
mit? And muſt I, for whoſe Sake he has deſpiſed | 


all Dangers, expoſe him to the worſt he could 
have dreaded,. and become his Accuſer ? 


THERE is no Other way for it, reſumed the 
windidtive Fryar; nor can you expect to be freed 


from ſo great a Franſgreſſion, by a leſs Penance 


than the Mortification it will be to you, to betray 
a Man who loves you, which yet will be ex- 
tremely ſweetned by the Reputation-which both 
your Beauty and your Virtue will acquire, 


ALL 


ie | 
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ALL who hear the Story, will celebrate, as # 
Prodigy, thoſe Charms, which to obtain, the Lo- 
yer thought nothing too much to hazard ; and 
none will hereafter dare to ſuſpect a Chaſtity, 
which, to preſerve itſelf, gave up ſo accompliſh'd 
an Adorer, Your Fame will be ſignalized in Song 
by every tuneful Bard while you live, and the De- 
yout pray to you as a Saint when dead. 


BLESSIR A had, indeed, the moſt Vanity 
of any of her Sex, yet could not theſe fine Things - 
ſo far inſtigate that Foible in her, as to make her 
conſent immediately to an Act of ſo much Bar- 
barity and Ingratitude as this; and ſhe ſigh'd bitter- 
ly without being able to reply one Word, in an- 
ſwer to what he ſaid; nothing being more dread- 
— to her than to comply, yet not daring to re- 
uſe. 


He eaſily perceiv'd what her Thoughts were, 
and taking the Advantage of her Timidity, en- 
forc'd the Arguments he made uſe of with all the 
terrible Denunciations imaginable : How far, at 
laſt, he might haye work'd on the Weakneſs of 
her Diſpoſition, is uncertain, becauſe an Accident 
happen'd to compleat all he delu'd without her 


Bor becauſe I doubt not but you have been 
all this Time in pain to know the Reaſons which 
had occaſion'd her miſſing Ce/amon, and embracing 
ihe Fryar in his ſtead, I will now inform you of 
them, and in what Manner that Gentleman was 


all this While employ'd. 
K 5 A8 
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As he was going along the Walk, much about 
the appointed Time, he ſaw a Woman paſs ſwift. | 
ly before him into one of thoſe cloſe Grotto's ; | 
making no doubt but it. was the Perſon. he expect. | 
ed to meet, he follow'd, and as he came to the 
Entrance, My dear Blefſira ! ſaid he. ——— Tis 
not Blaſira, anfwer'd the Lady, but one who will 
as gladly entertain you, as ſhe, if you are diſpoſed } 
for ſitting up this fine Night. 


THe Sound of her Voice made him immedi. | 
ately know it was a young Nun. called Clarice. 
She was beautiful as an Angel, and had always 
expreſs d a more than ordinary Regard for him 
ſince he came into the Convent. 


Vtx?D, as he was, at the Miſtake he had been | 
guilty of, he told her, that it being his Deſign to 
paſs ſome Hours in the Garden, he was glad to 
have met ſo agreeable a Companion. 


J fear, reſumed ſbe, with a Sigh, your Complai- 
fance exceeds the real Truth of your Inclinations z 
for tho? none has expreſs d a greater Friendſhip for 
you, and more endeavour'd a Freedom of Con- 
verſation with you, than myſelf, ſince you came 
into this Place, yet have you, or elſe I imagin'd 
ſo, rather ayoided than any way coveted my Ac- 
quaintance. | | 


SUCH a Suſpicion is wrong done to me, re- 


Fhed he, which nothing can repair but your conti- 


nuing to make the ſame Trial of me, which you 


fay has had ſo little Effect. f 
Ne 
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InDEED, dear Julia, reſumed ſbe, (for that 
was the Name by which he was cafſed) there is 
ſomething of an irreſiſtible Motive which' inclines 
me to defire your Friendſhip ; and as a Proof that 
mine is as perfectly ſincere, I will let you into the 
decret of it, | 


You muſt know, continued /be, that you have 
ſo much the Reſemblance of the only Man I ever 
did, or ever can love, that I could gaze on you 
for ever with an unweatied Pleaſure ; yet is there 
a Pain mix'd with it, a kind of baſhfal Awe, and 
Fearfulneſs invades me, when I ſpeak to you, and 
ſtrange Tremblings play about my Heart. — 
Scarte cou'd I feel more, were the lov'd Youth, 
Whoſe Features are ſo much yours, here preſent. 


CELAMON imagining himſelf ſuſpected to 
be the Perſon he really was, felt a Confuſion, 
which, had he not been befriended by the Dark- 
neſs, wou'd have gone near to have made his Con- 
jectures a Reality; but endeavouring to conceal it 
as much as poſſible : Good God, faid he, have 
you been ſo much in Love! I haye heard much 
Talk of that Paſſion, but cou'd never find in my 
Heart to believe there were ſuch. violent Emotions 
in Reality. 


On ! too happy Maid, reſum'd the other with & 
Sigh, but thou perhaps haſt never ſeen thoſe Eyes, 
which taught me what I but vainly endeavour to 
deſcribe ; and ſure none but he has the Power of 
inſpiring Deſires ſuch as I feel. 
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CEL AMON grew more aſſured at thefs | 
Words, and having ſome little Curiofity in his Na- 
ture; I have ſeen many Men, faid he, who are 
thought agreeable by the World, but, whether the 
Charmer of your Soul happen'd to be of the Num- 
ber, I know not ; unleſs to the Picture you haye | 
drawn, you wou'd be ſo free to ſet a Name. 


J will hide nothing from you, anfivered ſbe, let 
us fit down, and in as brief a Manner as I can, 
. will relate the Particulars of my unhappy Paſ- 
ion. 


VITE theſe Words they went farther into the 
Grotto, and plac'd themſelves on one of thoſe lit- 


ile Seats, of which every one of thoſe delightful 


Receſſes were full. 


AFTER which, I know not, /aid ſbe, but the 
Freedom I take, in diſcloſing what, perhaps, it 
wou'd better become me- to be aſhamed of, may 
Tfoſe me al! that Eſteem I wou'd wiſh to inſpire in 
you; but however indiſcreet either my Paſſion, or 
the revealing it, might ſeem to another Perſon, 
both ought to ſtand excuſable to you, fince the 
Charms I find in Juke alone could make me re- 
yeal to her, what only the Charms of -Celam 
have made me feel. 


Ax p ſure, continued ſhe, you muſt be near of 
Kin to that all-lovely Youth ; the ſame Graces 
are common to you both, the ſame bewitching 
Sweetneſs, all that I languiſh'd for in Celamon as 
the Lover, I admire in Julia the Friend. Wy 
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Hr RE ſhe paus d to give way to ſome Sighs;. 
which, in ſpite of her Efforts to reſtrain them, 


broke in upon her Diſcourſe ; but the Surprize of 


the Perſon to whom ſhe ſpoke, was ſo great, that. 
it prevented him. from making any Reply to the 
Compliments ſhe had given him, either as Cela- 
mon or Fulia, being now again at a Loſs to know 
which it was ſhe believ'd him to be: Sometimes 
he imagin'd, that diſcovering him through his Diſ- 
guiſe, ſhe had taken this Method of letting him 
into the Secret of her Affection without Breach 
of Modeſty ; but then again, the Means by which 
he was introduc'd to the Monaſtery, and the Im- 
probability that ſhe, who had never ſeen him but 
at a Diſtance, ſhou'd be able to know him, when 
fome who had been moſt intimate with him, had 
talk'd to him at the Grate, without imagining 
they entertain'd any other than a Woman, check'd 
that Suggeſtion, and left him in the ſame Dilemma 
with which he firſt began to reflect, 


HE was, however, vaſtly impatient for. the 
unravelling this Affair, and tho he was at firſt in 
the utmoſt Chagrin for being diſappointed of his 
expected Happineſs with Blaſſira; yet was ſhe now 
forgot, and all former Emotions ceas d, and gave 
way to that more prevailing one, this new Ad- 
venture rais'd within him; which obliging him to 
deſire ſhe wou'd proceed in the little Hiſtory ſhe 
had promis'd, ſhe reſum'd her Diſcourſe in this 
Manner. | 


Vo muſt, doubtleſs, have heard of the Mar- 
quiſs de Lor, ſaid ſhe ; I am one of the „ 
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of that Nobleman, deſtin'd, long before T had any 
Capacity of diſtinguiſhing the Merits of Mankind, 
to be the Bride of the young Count d Parve, 


WH ex I arriv'd at the Age of Fifteen, it was 
Jjudg'd proper the Nuptials ſhould be ſolemniz d; 
for my Part, as I had no Tenderneſs for the Per- 
ſon of my intended Husband, ſo had I no Aver- 
ſion; a calm Indifference ſat upon my Soul, and 
influenc'd all my Words and Actions. 


HE, on the contrary, appear'd all Rapture when 
he heard the Time, which was to make me his, 
was ſo near at Hand; but I, wholly inſenſible of 
what he felt, and not in the Teaſt warm'd by his 
Heat, attended it with juſt the ſaine Emotions as I 
| ſhou'd have done the Day in which I was to make 
i; 2 Viſit to an ordinary Acquaintance, ſee an Opera, 
11 or put on a new Suit of Cloaths. 


— i - 


AND if I was at all affected with any Thing 
he ſaid to me, it was only Wonder that the Paſ- 
fion he. talk'd of cou'd have ſo great a Force; but, 
alas ! it was not long I continued thus ignorant. 
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HAPPENING to hear Maſs, at that Church 
which is facred to our Lady, I faw, pretty near 
me, a Form which attracted my Eyes and Heart 
a young Relation, who was with me, inform'd me 

that his Name was Celamon, of the Family of the 
Duke de Villlranche. SE 
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Divine — ceas' d, but that Adoration 
my fond Soul paid to this new Conqueror conti- 
nued ; he left the Chapel, and I regurn'd —— 

T WI 
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with Sentiments entirely the Reverſe of thoſe 1 
had carry'd out; I now hated the Count, look'd 
on the State I was about to enter into with him, 
as the Grave of all my Happineſs; I thought I 
could have been content to have liv'd always un- 
married, that ſo I might have indulg'd Imagination 
with the Perfections of Celamon ; but to give my 
ſelf to another, one for whom, tho? I had often 
endeayour'd it, I never could feel the leaſt Af- 
fection, was now grown ſo terrible, that I re- 
ſoly'd, whatever ſhou'd be the Conſequence, not 
to make my ſelf wretched in that Point, 


I grew ſo peeviſh, and indeed unmannerly to 
him, that he ſoon found, that inſtead. of gaining 
any Ground in my Heart in Favour of his Pre- 
tenſions, he had rather created an Averſion there; 
and, diſſatisfied. at it to the laſt Degree, he com- 
plained of my Behaviour.to my Father, who, an- 
gry and ſurpriz'd, demanded of me my Reaſons 
for having treated, in that ſort, a Man who was 
ſhortly to be my Husband. 


On ! never, never, (anſwer'd I, falling at his 
Feet) I beg you, Sir, to give over all ſuch Thoughts, 
rather condemn me to Death, or to an eternal Ce- 
libacy, than force me to Embraces my Soul ab- 
hors : Long have I ſtruggled with my Averſion 
for him, but find it fix'd, and never to be removed, 
but with my Life ; if therefore you wiſh not to 
fee me the moſt wretched Thing on Earth, re- 
tract the Promiſe you have made him, and eaſe 
me of the continual Horrors which invade me, 
whenever I but think of being his Wife. 


Ir 
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Ir wov'd be altogether in vain, continued /be,. 
to endeavour to repreſent, as it really was, the 
Rage my Father flew into at theſe Words, and when 
he perceived by my repeating them, and proteſting 
that I wou'd do the ſame before the Prieſt, even 
tho? I ſhou'd be dragg'd to the Altar, that I was 
reſolute never to marry the Count ; I thought of 
nothing but falling a Sacrifice to his Indignation, 
and in the firſt Emotions of it, might, probably, 
not have been miſtaken, had not my Mother en- 
ter'd, and by the Influence ſhe had over him, pre- 
ſerv'd me; not that I ow'd it to her Love. 


T foon after diſcover'd ſhe ſpoke not in my Be- 
half, but for the Opportunity of exaggerating my 
Diſobedience hereafter with the greater Credit, for 
having brought a little Family of Children to my 
Father, and T the only ſurviving one of his firſt 
Marriage, ſhe both envy'd and fear'd the Preva- 
lencyT had *till then held in his Affections; in fine, 
ſhe had always conſider'd my Marriage with the 
Count, as a State which wou'd raiſe me above 
what ſhe could promiſe herſelf 'would be the For- 
tune of thoſe'born of her, and was glad to ſee me 
fo conducive to my own Unhappineſs as to put it 
off. 


8E therefore artfully brought him by degrees, 
to eonſent to take me at my Word; and enflam- 
mg the Count with the Report of my Ingratitude 
for the Paſſion he had expreſs'd for me, it was de- 
termin'd, that if I repented not of refuſing him, 
before the Day which had been appointed for our 
Marriage, I ſhou'd the next be carried to a Mona- 
ſtery z 
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ſtery ; but while Things were thus carried on, I 
was aſhduous for all Opportunities of ſeeing the 
Charmer of my Soul, and frequently enjoy'd that 
Bleſſing, at Church, at the Opera, and once on 
Horſeback, paſſing by our Houſe, while, by Ac- 
cident, I was at the Window; tho? I had never 
ſpoke to him, nor knew any Body who I cou'd 
hope wou'd introduce me to his Acquaintance. 


My Paſſion increas'd with every View, and I 
was ſo far from conſenting to what my Father 
deſir d, that I refus'd, in the moſt reſolute Man- 
ner, even to hear the Count ſpeak to me of Love, 
or ſee him any more on that Score, 


IN fine, here I was. brought, as the Marquifs 
de Lor intended, till I ſhould learn Obedience to 
his Will; but, according to my Mother-in-Law's 
Deſigns, to be ſecluded from the World for ever. 


WEN I was once remov'd, my Abſence and 
Undutifulneſs, join'd to the Inſinuations of thoſe, 
whoſe Intereſt it was to baniſh me from his Af-- 


fections, made him transfer them to his other 


Children; and as ſoon as my Time of Probation: 
was expired, I was compelPFd'to take the Veil, and 
by that Means wholly deprived of what fome- 
times my flattering Hopes had preſented me with 
an Idea of, till by ſome happy Accident, one 
Day, I came acquainted with the charming Cela- 
mon, and had the good Fortune to ſeem agreeable 
in his Eyes. 


TE E unfortunate Clarice thus finiſh'd her Nar- 
ration; but with what Emotions the Breaſt of = 
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who heard, and was ſo much intereſted in it, 
muſt ſwell, tis eaſy to conceive. She was 
young, beautiful, languiſhing, had every Requiſite 


to enflame Deſire ; he was a Man amorous, and 
inconſtant, 


THEY were alone, his Humour, her Wiſhes, 
the Place, the Time, every Thing conſpired to 
her Undoing ; and eager to compleat it, — And 
do you ſtill, ſaid he, preſerve the ſame favourable 
Idea of Celamom? —— Would he be a welcome 
Gueſt, ſhould ſome lucky Opportunity bring him 
before — Would you vouchſafe to teſtify to 
him that Paſſion you have confeſs'd to Julia? 

Ah, why do you interrogate me, cry d. ſbe, 
on things which are impoſſible to be anſwer'd, as 
it is that ſuch a Tryal ever ſhould arrive ? 
But if it ſhould? re/umed be. — Why, if it 
ſhou'd return d ſbe with a ſigh, I cannot be ſenſible 
how far I might be tranſported ; I think I would 


not wrong my Virtue; but fear I could not 
hide my Love. 


Wovur D you not pity his? cryd he, did you 
now ſee him at your Feet, imploring the Effects of 
that Tenderneſs you have with ſuch enchanting 
Sweetneſs been deſcribing ? Suppoſe continued 
he, this Julia, to whom you have been talking; 
were that happy Celamon you love; —— - ſuppoſe 
him taking advantage of your ſoft Confeſſion, he 
boldly ſeiz'd poſſeſſion of the Breaſt of which you 
have own'd him Conqueror, could you not forgive 
the Amorous Ambition? — With theſe words 
he caught her in his Arms, and began to treat her 
with Freedoms little becoming one Woman to — 

; & 
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ther ; but ſoon having good reaſon to believe him 
otherwiſe, ſhe ſtruggled to get free; and frighted, 
hurried between Pain and Pleaſure, trembling, dread- 
ing, and, at the ſame time, withing he were indeed 
the Man ſhe now began to think him, begg'd him 
to explain his Meaning, and let her know both 
who he was, and what he expected from her. — 
All aid he, that Love has made my Due, the 
Due of Celamon: JI am that happy Youth, and ne- 
ver had ſo much Reaſon bleſs my Name, as now I 
find it dear to the amiable Clarice, 


SHOU LD I go about, ſaid the informing Spirit, 
to ſet forth the ſtrange Viciffitude of her diſorder'd 
Thoughts, the baſhful Fear, the Joy, the Pain, 
the wild Surprize, each Agitation of the various 
Paſſions, with which her Soul was hurried in ſo a- 
ſtoniſhing a Juncture, it would take up ſo much of 
the already declining Night, that I ſhould have 
none left to acquaint you with the remaining part of 
her Story ; I will therefore paſs over all that her Vir- 
gin-Modeſty made her ſay, or do, to reſiſt him; 
and only let you know, that the more prevailing 
Dictates of her Love, at laſt gave him the Victory, 
and he triumph'd over all. — In the midſt of their 
guilty Rapture I will leave them for a while, fince 
long they were not permitted to indulge it. 


TAE good Abbeſs, full of Care and concern for 
the ſick Father, fancying ſhe heard ſome Noiſe in 
the Night, fear'd his Diſtemper had grown worſe, 
and ordering a Candle to be lighted, went to the 
Room where he lay, attended by one of the Nuns; 
but not finding him there, was ſtrangely amazed, eſ- 
pecially, when paſſing a little farther on, ſhe perceiv'd 
the Door that open'd to the Garden was 2 
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SHE made no delay, and reſolving to be fatis- 
fied of what ſhe began to fear, went as ſoftly down 
as ſhe could ; the Light however, and the little Noiſe 
which ſhe and her Companion made, was enough 
to alarm the Nuns; frighted at ſo unuſual a diſ- 
order ſtarted from their Cells, and began to run 
ſome one way, ſome another, to know what had 
occaſion'd it. 


THE Abbeſs being well awake, and more 
grieved than terrified, went directly to the upper 
end of the Garden; and the firſt Grotto ſhe enterr'd, 
was that where Celamon and Clarice had been facri- 
ficing to Love, and were now faſt aſleep, reclin'd in 
each other's Arms. —— The Poſture they lay in, 
and the Confufion which ſat on both their Faces, 
when rous'd by the Abbeſs, ſufficiently inform'd her 
of the Prophanation they had been guilty of, and 
that Julia was a falſe Siſter, She ſaid but lit- 
ile, notwithſtanding her Perplexities : but ordering 
the Nun who came with her to ſee them to their 
ſeveral Cells, and take care they ſhould converſe no 
farther till ſhe had examin'd them, went herſelf in 


| ſearch of the Fryar, who ſhe very much fear'd had 


paſs'd his time in the ſame manner ; but as ſhe was 
paſſing on, was met by five or ſix of the Siſterhood, 
who, like her, ſeeing the Garden-door open, ima- 
gin'd ſomethingextraordmary had happen'd, and had 
ran thither. They had the Fryar and Bleſſira in the 
midſt of them as Priſoners, Chance having directed 
them to the Grotto in which theſe Lovers were, 
and made them be found in the moſt criminal Em- 
braces ; which he, to ſtrengthen his Perſuaſions that 
ſhe ſhould diſcover the diſguiſed Celamon, was juſt 
beginning to renew, when they ariy'd, —— 

| They 


[ 213 ) 


T E x immediately inform'd the A3be/5 in what 
manner they had found them; who, full of the 
utmoſt Grief for what had happen'd, made them 
alſo to be conducted in, and ſecur'd till the next 
Morning ; at which time ſhe ſent for the Superior 
of that College of which he was a Member, and de- 
liver'd him up; who, after being made to ſuffer ſe- 
vere Penances, was ſtrip'd of his ſacred Habiliments, 
and turn'd out, expos'd to the juſt Inſults his Crimes 
had drawn upon him. 


BLESSIRA, not having taken the Vow, in- 
curr'd not the Sentence of immuring ; but if Faſt- 
ing, Stripes, and other bodily Mortjfications, could 
bring Repentance, ſhe could not fail of boaſting a 
perfect Contrition. 


TAE E Story being known, and all hopes of Mar- 
riage loſt, Bleſira ſoon after became a profeſs'd 
Nun. ——- As for Clarice and Celamon, none ha- 
ving been witneſs of their Guilt but the Abeß, and 
one Nun, to both which this offending Fair had 
been very dear, they reſolvd not to diſcover it; 
contenting themſelves with inflicting ſuch Puniſh- 
ments on her in private, as they thought her Tranſ- 
greſhon merited. 


THe Guilt of Celamon being intermix'd with 
that of Clarice, in ſuch a manner as one could not 
be puniſh'd without the other, he was ſuffer'd.,to 
depart the Monaſtery without any other Puniſhment 
than the knowledge, how poſſible it was for him 
ever to ſee his dear Miſtreſs more. 


As for Elefiira, having now his liberty, he 
thought on her no longer; the diſcovery of her In- 
trigue, 
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trigue, with the Fryar, together with the Charms 
of Clarice, drove her entirely from his Mind. But 
that unhappy Lady not long ſurvived her loſs of Vir- 
tue: Shame, Grief, and the Severities with which 
the Abbeſs, though ſhe expoſed her not to the pub- 
lick Infamy, thought her ſelf obliged to treat her, 
ſoon brought on that Death ſhe had incurr'd, tho? 
not in the ſame manner as if inflicted on her by the 


Sentence of the Law. Celamon was the only Perſon 


who eſcaped puniſhment ; the Indulgence of the A- 

beſs to Clarice, preventing any from the Law, as 

ce Dare it would have been to have reveal'd in 
onfeſſion, did from any private Mortification. 


TH us have I, ſaid the ſhade of Almajue, given 
you many Inſtances of the danger of giving way to 
Paſſion of all kinds ; nor is it only thoſe from which 
the Law and publick Shame deters you are to avoid, 
there are others of as black a quality, and equally as 
poiſonous a Virtue, for which there are decreed no 
Puniſhments on this fide the Grave; and is thoſe I 
would have you moſt carefully corrected, whenever 


you find the leaſt propenſity to them in your Mind, 


Envy and Detraction are not the leſs criminal, be- 
cauſe they are leſs cenſured than ſome other Vices; 
and J hope the Hiſtory of lait Night has ſufficiently 
convinced you that they are not always without 
their ill Conſequences, | #2 


THe aerial Adviſer here ceas'd to ſpeak, but 
perceiving the Perſon to whom ſhe had. all this 
while been directing her Diſcourſe, ftill fleeping, 
and in a condition to be capable of comprehending 
this intellectual Conyerſation, reſumed it in this 
manneh = | 
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TIS a Maxim, ſaid ſbe, with the People of 
World, that the Speeches of the Dead are —— | 
to be remarked by thoſe who live. e g 


TAE then, unwary Maid! the Advice of one, 
who, while ſhe dwelt in Fleſh, was too much of 
your Diſpoſition. -— Exquiſite Pleaſure has it been 
to me to reveal and ridicule the Errors of my Fel- 
low-Creatures ; thoſe _— of my own Sex, 
who were fam' d for any Perfection either of Mind 
or Body. Nothing gave ſo great a Luſtre to my 
Eyes, as the Joy which ſparkled there, when I be- 
held thoſe of another ſtreaming with Tears for 
ſome diſcover'd Crime. But Oh ! I deeply have 
repented ſince, the cruel Effects of my Envy, IIl- 
nature, and Tenaciouſneſs of my own Strength of 
Virtue. — Pity therefore, from henceforward, thoſe 
who have yielded to the Force of a too- powerful 
Temptation; and cenſure not Actions, the Mo- 
tives of which you cannot comprehend. — Be- 
lieve that none would go aſtray by Choice; and if 
prevailing Chaxce, or Weakneſs, miſguides their ill- 
directed Feet, you are not the dhe but Witneſs 
of the Failing : He only who fees into the ſecret 
Movements of the Heart, is able to determine how 
far it has tranſgreſs d; Appearances are frequently 
deceitful, nor is it in the Power of Humani- 
ty to arrive at Certainty in theſe Caſes. Oh! 
would every one turn their Eyes inward, and con- 
ſult themſelves, they would find ſo much to cor- 
rect, they would have no Leiſure to look Abroad 
for Objects of Condemnation. If free from one 
Crime on which thou boaſteſt thy ſelf, thou haſt, 
perhaps, a thouſand others of a more damning Qua- 
lity 3 and amongſt all, there is none more diſplea- 
ſing to Heaven, more pernicious to Society, and 
more of a- piece with the Fiends, than to take de- 
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E in Miſchief, ae in the Ruin of another's 
eputation. 


DARKNE 8s now ebb'd, and 1 Phopher from 
afar, with twinkling Rays, gave warning to the 
wandring Sprites, to quit the nether World: The 
well-known Summons Almajue obey' d, and more 
ſwift than Thought was loſt in Air; but her Ad- 
monitions were deeply imprinted in the Mind of 
the ſtill ſlumbring Fair; and as a Proof that ſhe 
forgot them not, ſome of her waking Moments 
were employ'd in communicating them to her 
Friends, with the Intelligences alſo which ſhe had 
receiv d from the obliging Phantom, 


FINIS 


